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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tux Tranſtator thinks it quite unne- 
oeſſary to ſay any thing in praiſe of the 
preſent work, as M. Marmontel's charac- 
ter as a fine writer, is too well eſtabliſhed 
for him to be able to raiſe or depreſs it: 
After having had the honour of an Em- 
preſs among his tranſlators, it would be 
a kind of preſumption to give the work 
any other encomium. But he thinks it 
neceſſary to acquaint the reader, that M. 
Marmontel has ſo peculiar, and at the 
ſame time ſo elegant a ſtile, that in ſome 
places it was impoſſible to give the full 
ſpirit of the original ; but he has endea- 
voured to do it as nearly as.poſfible. 
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1 KNOW, and it muſt not be diſſembled, that 
the fat, upon which the following piece is 
grounded, may be looked upon rather as a po- 
pular opinion, than an hiſtorical truth. But that 
opinion has ſo univerſally prevailed, and the idea 
of a blind old man reduced to beggary, is now ſo 
aſſociated with the name of Beliſarius, that the 
latter never occurs without preſenting to the ima- 
gination a picture of the former. 
In this light, therefore, Beliſarius is here repre- 
ſented: in every other particular, I have relied 
upon the faith of hiſtory, and Procopius has 
been my guide. But I pay no ſort of regard to 
that defamatory libel, which, under the title of 
Anecdotes or Secret Hiſtory, has been attributed to 
him, On the contrary, it appears to me demonſtra- 
ble, that ſuch an indigeſted-maſs of ſcandal, falſe- 
hood, and detraction, could not be his, but of 
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ſome declaimer, whoſe honeſty and genius were 
much upon a level.“ y 5 
Of all the hiſtorians, who writ in the ſame pe- 
riod with Procopius, or who ſucceeded him dur- 
ing a ſpace of five hundred years, not one has made 
mention of theſe Anecdotes; Agathias, who was 
a cotemporary writer, enumerates the works of 
our author, but 1s totally filent in regard to the 
work in queſtion, Will it be urged, that it was 
concealed? In the courſe of three hundred years 
from the date of it, it is clear, that it might have 
been public : the learned Photius would certainly 
have known it, and yet it appears, that he never 
heard of it. Suidas, a writer of the eleventh cen - 
tury, is the firſt Who imputes this deſpicable ſa 
tire to Procopius: -upon his authority the notion 
has been adopted, and, without ever being ex- 
-amined, has paſſed current among the learned 1. 
Writers, however, are ſtill extant, by whom the 
authority of Suidas has been doubted t; and there 
are not wanting thoſe who have roundly denied it. 
Of this number was Eichelius, in the notes and 
preface to the edition he has given us. He ſets 


* An Advocate of Cæſares has been ſuppoſed to be the 
author. Vide Mem. de I Acad. des Inſcriptions et Belles Lettres, 
cm. 12 g | 


+ Vous, Gretius, &c. 
| Pere Combeſils, La Mothe, &c, 
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THE/ AUTHOR'S! PREFACE wii. 
out with proving, that it is neither true nor pro- 
bable that Procopius was the author; and he adds, 
though he were, that a declamation fo extrava- 
gant, ſo ſhanieleſs and abſurd,” would be entitled 
to no ſort of credit. The only difficulty that re- 
mains with me is, that the illuſtrious author of 
the Spirit of Laws has given a degree of ſanction 
to the forgery. I know the weight of fo reſpect- 
able an authority, but it muſt yield to the force — 
evidence. 

Is it poſſible to beliovs; chick a writer, who was 
a ſtateſman, and had the eſteem of the age in 
which he lived, for the little gratification of tra- 
ducing his benefactors, would leave behind him a 
work of defamation, which could not fail to 
blacken his own memory, by reducing after-ages 
to the neceſlity of conſidering him either as the 
author of a virulent libel, or a flatterer of the 
meaneſt ſervility? Can it be ſuppoſed that he, 
who had in every other  reſpe& maintained the 
dignity of a judicious hiſtorian, could of a ſudden 
be ſo loſt to all ſenſe of decency, as to deſire, 
upon his own bare aſſertion, that the character of 
A ſtupid blockhead, a compound of ruſticity and 
&« folly””,*. ſhould be fixed upon the emperor Juſ- 
tin, that wiſe and virtuous old man, who from 


* Infignis homo Roliditaris, . cum infantii ſummã- 
que cum ruſticitate — | 


Viii THE' AUrROR's PREFACE; 
obſcurity, from the loweſt ſtation in the army, 
raiſed himſelf, by his, valour and his talents, to 
the higheſt rank, obtained the joint ſuffrages of 
the ſenate, the army, and the people, in his fa- 
vour, and roſe at laſt to-the imperial throne? 1s 
it credible that he, who compoſed the hiſtory of 
his own times in a ſtrain of candour, truth, and: 
knowledge, could be capable of tranſmitting to us 
concerning Juſtinian, that he was *© ſtupid and. 
« ſluggiſh as an aſs, that he ſuffered himſelf to 
„ be led by the noſe, and that he frequently 
“ pricked up his cars; “ that he was not a man, 
but a fury in human ſhape: + that his mother, 
© before ſhe conceived him, had commerce with 
© a demon that was inviſible, but palpable to the 
« touch; and, in ſhort, that he brought.ſuch a 
„ number of calamities upon the empire, as could 
«© not be equalled in the annals of all former 
&« ages?” 5 Could an author of reputation, who, 


Nam mire ſtolidus fuit, et lento quam fimillimus afino, 


| | capiſtro facile trahendus, cui et aures ſubinde agitarentur. 


_-+ Quod vero non homo, ſed, ſub humana ſpec'e, furia fit 
Juſtinianus, documento effe poſſunt ingentia quibus affecit 
homines mala : quippe enim ex atrocitate facinorum Autoris 
virium immanitas palam fiat, 

Eo gra vida antequam eſſet, Lacks genii ſpeciem ad 
ſe ventitaſſe, quze non ad viſum, ſed ad contactum fe præbe - 
ret, accubaretque fibi, et quaſi maritus ſe conjugem iniret. 

> 1. demum fuit Romanis tot tantorumque ma'orum Au- 


tor, quot et quanta audita non ſunt ex omni ſuperiorum æta- 


tum memorià. 
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in the ſtile of ſober hiſtory, had repreſented Be- 
liſarius as an accompliſhed. hero, adorned; with 
triumph and with glory, deſcend ſo lowly from 
his character, as to call him at laſt, * a man de- 
© ſpiſed by the world, and pointed at for a 
© fool? and this too in the criſis of that hero's 
fame, when he was called upon to be the guar- 
dian of the ſtate by the expulſion of the Huns ? 
It is true, that in the original Greek, ſome have 
pretended to trace the ſtile of Procopius : but 
did they diſcern his good ſenſe and manner of 
thinking? I will grant that he might be ſuſcepti- 
ble of ingratitude, and of ſpleen and malice to 
his benefaZtors; but would the rancour of an able 
writer vent itſelf in boyiſh declamation ? Would 
he think puerility ſufficient to efface his former 
ſtrain of panegyric, and to retra&t the facts upon 
. Which that panegyric was founded? It is not 
likely that Procopius, the hiſtorian, would ſa tris 
fle with poſterity, as to fit down in a fit of male» 
volence, to prove in form, that Juſtinian and his 
miniſters were not men, but a ſet of evil de- 
% mons, who ſtalked the earth in human ſhape, . 
and heaped deſtruction upon mankind.” 1 of 


© Tung em "vero contemal ab r et veluti de- 
mens fubſannari. 4 
+ Hi nunquam homines (mihi) viſi ſunt, ſed pernicioſi 
dzmones.——-- Humanas induti formas, quaſi ſemi homines 
furiæ, fic univerſum terrarum orbem convulſerunt. 
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ſuch a degree of infatuation 1 ſhould be almoſt in- 
clined'to acquit him, though all his cotemporaries 
were to depoſe againſt him: moſt aſſuredly I ſhall 
do ſo now, when there is no other evidence but 
that of a ſingle man who lived” five hundred years. 
after him. 

It is Procopius the hiſtorian, and not the avriter 
of ſcandalous memoirs, that I have followed: I 
have conſulted him in his genuine work, and 
from thence I have copied the character of my 
hero, his modeſty, his benevolence, his nnter, 
the ſimplicity of is manners, his beneficence, 
and, above all, that fund of humanity which was. 
the baſis of his virtues, and made him the idol bf 
the people. % It was the delight,” fays my au- 
thor, © of the citizens of Byzantium, to behold 
« Belifarius coming forth every morning to 
«© the Forum, —He was diſtinguiſhed by the ſize 
i and the graceful proportions of his ſtature, To 
tt the dignity of his perſon, he added ſuch an air 
ic of meekneſs, benignity, and cheerful demean- 
&« our to all who came in his way, that he might 
have paſſed for one of the ordinary rank of peo- 
4 ple. His munificence to his ſoldiers was un- 
© bounded. To the huſbandman and the la- 
© bourer of the field he behaved with ſuch a ten- 
„ der concern, that while he commanded, they 
© were ſuffering no kind of outrage from the 
„ army, His care, moreover, extended to all the 
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« fruits of the earth: he provided with ſolici- 
i tude that his troopers ſhould not trample down 
« the corn growing up in the field; and to touch 
«© any part of the farmer's ſtore, without leave 
« from the owner, was made * throughout 
« his army. * 


* Erat igitur Biſantinis civibus voluptati, Beliſarium intu · 
eri in forum quotidie prodeuntem. Pulchritudo hune 
magnitudoque corporis honeſtabat. Humilem prexterea ſe, 
benignumque adeo, atque aditu obviis quibuſque perfacilem 
exhibebat, ut inſimæ ſortis viro perfimilis videretu— In 
ſuos præcipuè milites munificentil cxteros anteibat, — Ex- 
ga agricultores, agreſteſque homines, tanta hic indulgentia 
ac providentia utebatur, ut Beliſario ductante exercitu, nul- 
lam hi vim paterentur. Segetes inſuper, dum in agris ma- 
tureſcerent, diligentius tuebatur, ne forte equorum greges 
has devaftarent ; frugeſque cxteras, invitis dominis, ſuos at- 
tingere prohibebat, Proc. de Bell. Goth, Ib. iii. 
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CHAP. I, 


Iv e old age of Juſtinian, the empire, weak- 
ened by long and violent ſtruggles, haſtened to 


its ruin. Every part of the adminiſtration Was 
neglected: "laws were diſregarded, the finances 


ſquandered, and military diſcipline was totally 


deſpiſed. | The Emperor, weary of war, purchaſes 
with his gold a ſhameful peace-from his enemies; 
whilſt his few remaining troops loitered in inac- 
tion, uſeleſs yet expenſive to the ſtate ; and their 
commanders, wholly devoted to pleaſure, renew- 


cd their warlike ideas, and, at the ſame time, diſ- 


pelled the languors of idleneſs in the exerciſe of 
the chace. 


One night, after this vert; when a few of 
theſe young captains were ſupping together at a 


caſtle in Thrace, a blind old man, led by Sta; \ 


ſtood at the door, entreating their hoſpitality. 
Youth is eaſily moved to compaſſion; they cauſed 
im to enter. It was now autumn; and the cold, 

: B 


Was * 


43 


| 


(y 
| 
N 
18 
{i 


2 CID — 
- „ 
7 
| 


| itſelf looſe reins.  Each*exaggerated his paſt 
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which was already ſet in, had ſeized the old man; 

they therefore ordered him to ſit by the fire. 

| Supper was not yet ended.; the chiefs were in 

fullſpirits ; ; and their dion thrned a | 
ils of the ſtate., This was indeed a large 

2 cenſure; and here diſappointed. vanity gave 


actions; and boaſted of what he might {till have 
done, had not his Tervices been deſpiſed and is 
talents diſregarded. Every evil that befel the 
empire, in their eſtimation, was owipg,to the  ieg- 
lebt of placing ſuch men a thenlelvesatehe head 
of affairs. Thus did they govern the world over 
their cups ; and each glaſs brought an macreake * 
jnfallibility to their ſchemes F 
The old man, fitting at che corner of. us fire, | 
Biel. and ſmiled with pity. One of them per- 
ceived it, and thus ſpoke? And have you, good 


man, the preſumption; to treat what we are ſaying 


as ridieWous? Not as ridiculous, replicd the old 


man, but as a little trifling, as is natural to your 
gage. The reply confounded them. You imagine 


you have reaſon to complain, continued he, and I 
alſo think it is wrong to negle& you; but this is 
the leaſt of our evils. Lament indeed that the 
empire has loſt its power and its glory ; that a 
prince worn out with cares and old age is obliged 
to ſee with another's eyes, and to employ unfaith- 
ful hands in his ſervice, But in this general cala- 
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B EBELISARI UVS. 3 
mity, is it worth while to think of one's ſelf ? In 
your time, replied. one at the table, vas it the cuſs 
tom for people not to. be concerned for them- 
ſelves ? Well, what of that, times change, for 
now it is the chief care. So much the worſe, ſaid 
the old man; and if this then be your caſe, to ne- 
glect you is to do you juſtice, Is it to inſult 
people, ſaid the youth, that you aſk their hoſpita- 
lity p I do not inſult you, replied the old man; 
I ſpeak as afriend, and I pay bo my lanQtuary by 
telling you the truth, | 

The young Tiberius, afterwards the virtuous - 
Emperor, then in the company, was ſtruck with 
the venerable aſpe@& and grey hairs of this blind 
man. You ſpeak tous, ſaid he, with wiſdom; but 
with a little too much ſeverity : You require us 
to devote ourſelves to our country; this to be 
. ſure is an exalted virtue; but, at the ſame time, 
it is no duty. It is a duty you owe your country, 
replied the old man with firmneſs ; or rather it is 
the foundation of your duties and of every military 
virtue, Whoever devotes himſelf to the ſervice 
of his country, ſhould ſuppoſe her inſolvent; for 
what he hazards for her is ineſtimable. But he 
muſt, at the ſame time, expe to find her ungrate- 
ful : for whoever looks for a reward for a free and 
generous ſacrifice of himſelf, is fooliſhly inconſiſt- 
ent, There is nothing but the love of glory and 
an enthuſiaſm for virtue, that is worthy of animat- 

B 2 
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ing you. And what matters it then, how your 
ſervices are received ? Your recompence is inde- 
pendent on the caprice ofa miniſter or thediſcern- 
ment of the ſovereign. The common ſoldier, in- 
deed, may be induced by the hopes of booty ; he 
may hazard his life for a pittance to maintain it, 
Fhis I readily comprehend ; but you, Sir, born to 
affluence, with whom to live is to enjoy, when 
you relinquiſh the ſofter ſcenes of life to undergo 
fatigue and labour, oppoſing yourſelf voluntarily | 
to various perils, can you derogate ſo far from the 
generous act, as to deſire wages for it? It is de- 
preciated by payment: who attends to the advan- 
tage of ſalary, is a mercenary ſtave; nor is the caſe 
altered by the quantity of reward; the man who 
appraiſes his talents, and converts them to profit, 
is to the full as venal as the ſoul that ſells itſelf 
for a piece of money. What I have ſaid of pecu- 
niary recompence, I affirm alſo of the allurements 
of ambition : honours, titles, rank, and the favours 
of the ſovereign, what are they but wages ? He 
who deſires them has his hire. We muſt either 
give or {ell ourſelves: there is no other alternative. 
The former is the aft of freedom, the latter of 
flavery : you, gentlemen, will inchne to that 
which agrees beſt with the propenſities of. your 
hearts.—At this rate, honeſt friend, ſaid the com- 
pany, you place ſovereigns in a very eaſy condi- 
tion. Were my diſcourſe addreſſed to ſovereigns, 
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returned the blind ſtranger, I ſhould tell them, 
that as it is your duty to obſerve a diſintereſted 
condutt, ſo it is theirs to be juſt and upright.— 
What, then, is it juſt, do you think, to give merit 
its due recompence ?—Moſt certainly it is; but he 
to whom ſervice ĩs rendered, is to diſpenſe the re- 
ward, and if he omits to do it, it is his misfortune. 
But to go a little farther : which of us, in weigh- 
ing our own merits, can be ſure of holding the ba- 
lance with an even hand ? To illuſtrate this, in 
your condition, for inſtance, in order that every 
body ſhould be dealt with to his ſatisfaction, it 
would be neceſſary that each mould command in 
chief, and then what becomes of ſubordination ? 
This, you ſee, is impracticable. Let me then aſ- 
{ume it as a truth, that government may incident- 
ally want penetration, and even equity; but ſtill 
it will be more diſcerning and wiſe in its appoint- 
ments, than if it were implicitly to take the re- 
commendation each of you would give in favour 
of himſelf, - And who are you that talks to us in 
this ſtrain? ſays the young maſter of the feaſt, 
with an elevation * voice. n replied 
the old man. 
The ſurpriae 3 by this e need 
not be expreſſed : theaſtoniſhment and confuſion 
that ſeized'theis young minds at the name of Beli- 
ſarius, at the name of him who had fo often con- 
quered in three paris of the globe, will ſuggeſt 
B 3 
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themſelves to every imagination. The whole 
company remained motionleſs, and a deep frlence 
marked the reſpe& with which they were im- 
preſſed, Reverential awe poſſeſſed them, and, 
forgetting that Beliſarius was blind, not one of 
them dared to lift up his eyes. Tiberius at length 
broke ſilence: Thou venerable man, faid he, how 
unjuſt and cruel has fortune been to thee to 
thee, whom the whole empire, for thirty years to- 
gether, felt the author of its glory and its flouriſh- 
ing condition; till at length wicked malice 
framed a charge of treaſon and revolt Thou art 
that hero, whom the perſecuting rage of envious 
men loaded with irons, and barbarouſly deprived 
of the organs of ſight And yet, thus baſely treat» 
ed, you can ſtill perſevere to inculcate the princi- 
ples of public ſpirit and difintereſted love of coun- 
try And from whom, ſays Beliſarius, would 

you expe to hear thelefſons of virtue? Are the 
llaves of court favour to be your moraliſts P Oh! 
ſhame indelible ! ſays Tiberius, interrupting him; 
unparalleled ingratitude ! Poſterity will ſcarce be- 
lieve the monſtrous ſtory. It muſt not be diſ- 
ſembled, replied Belifarius, that my enemies did 
take me unprovided, and ſurpriſe me a little: I 
never expected to be injured to that exceſs of out- 
rage. I had, however, been familiar with the 
idea of dying in the ſervice of the empire; and 
whether dead or blind, the difference is inconſi- | 


1 


derable. Devoted to my country, I did not ex- 
cept my eyes. All that I hold dearer than my 


eyes or my life ſtill remains to me; the honour of 


my character is inviolate, and, above all, the vir- 
tues of my heart are ſtill mine, unconquered by 


my enemies. The actions of my life may indeed 


be effaced from the memory of a court; but the 
memory of mankind will be more retentive ; and 
if it ſhould not, I have the conſcious remem- 
brance, and that is. ſufficient, - 

The company, now ſtruck with avi fo- 
licited Beliſarius to make one at the table. Ex- 
cuſe me, gentlemen, ſays he, at my age the beſb 
place is the fire-ſide. Every civility was tender- 
ed to him, and he was much'tmportuned-to accept 
the beſt bed in the caſtle ; he contented himſelf 


with a little ſtraw. I have often ſlept harder, 


fays he: but this child, who guides me, I recom- 
mend to your good offices; for he is more deli- 
cate than I am. | | 
The next morning, as ſoon: as there was light: 
enough for his guide, Beliſarius departed, before 
his hoſts, fatigued with the ſport of the preceding 
day, were yet awake, Being informed when they 
roſe, that the hero had left. the place, they pro- 
poſed to go in queſt of him, in order to provide 
him with a carriage, and what other con venien- 
eies he might want. No, ſays Tiberius, that will 
be labour in vain ; Beliſarius has not conceived 
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eſteem enough for us, to make him willing wh re- 
ceive an obligation. 

The young Tiberius nad ſenſibility an 
reflection; on his mind an exalted virtue in the 
very extreme of misfortune made the deepeſt ; im- 
preſſion. Never, ſays he to one of his friends who 
came to him from the emperor, never ſhall I for- 
get laſt night's ſolemn ſcene! never ſhall the 
words of the venerable man be eraſed from my 
memory, Humiliating as he was, yet his leſſon 
has taught me what a taſk remains upon my hands, = 
if I aſpire to the dignity of my nature; if I mean 
to be a man. An account of this incident reach- 
ed the ear of Juſtinian, who deſired an interview 
with Tiberius. a 

Tiberius related the whole with accuracy to the 
emperor, and then continued he, it is impoſſible, 
Sir, that ſo elevated a mind could deſcend to the 
baſeneſs of the conſpiracy laid to his charge; L 
would engage my life that he is innocent, if a life 
like mine were worthy of being ſurety for ſo il- 
luſtrious a character. I will ſee him, and confer 
with him, replied Juſtinian, without diſcloſing 
myſelf to him: in the condition of blindneſs, to 
which he is reduced, this will not be impractica- 
ble. Since his releaſe from priſon, he cannot have 
removed himſelf to any conſiderable diſtance: 
purſue his ſteps, and intice him, if poſſihle, ta 
your country: ſeat: thither I will come in private, 
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This command of the emperor Tiberius received 
with tranſport, and the next day purſuedthe road 
Beliſarius had taken. 15 


BrrisARIUs, in the mean time, begging alms 
as he went, journeyed on towards an old ruinous 
caſtle, where his family expected him. He had 
given directions to his young guide, not to men- | 
tion his name on the road ; but the dignified air E. | 
his countenance, and his. whole perſon, was ſuf- 
kcient to intereſt every beholder, Arriving that 
night at a village, his conduftor ſtopped at. the 
door of an houſe which had a ſimple, but neat ap- 
pearance. 

The landlord was entering with a ſpade i in his | 
hand: the mien and features of Beliſarius at- 
tracted his attention, and made him curious to 
know ſo reſpectable a vagrant. A poor invalid, 
ſays Belifarius, an old decrepit ſoldier !—A ſol- 
dier !—exclaims the villager, and that honour is 
your recompence !—There is no help for it, re- 
plied Belifarius ; the greateſt misfortune of a ſo- 
vereign is his inability to pay the price of all the, 
blood ſpilt in his fervice, The heart of the vil- 
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Ager was touched by this anſwer, and Beliſarius 
was invited to partake of his hoſpitality, 

I here introduce, ſays the maſtery of the houſe to 
his wife, a gallant brave veteran, who bears the 
ſeverities of his fate with fortitude of mind: then 
turning to Beliſarius, My honeſt gueſt, be not 
aſhamed of your condition in a family which has 
been inured to misfortunes; fit you down, weare 
going to ſupper ; while we wait to have it laid 
upon*the table, tell me, pray, what wars have you 
ſerved in? In the wars of Italy, ſays Beliſarius, 
againſt the Goths, that in Aſia againſt the Peri, 
ans, and in Africa againſt the Vandals * the 
Moors. 

At theſe words the villager could not + lapprels : 
deep figh. At this rate then, continued be, you 
made every campaign with Beliſarius ?—Yes, 
every campaign: we were never alunder.—-lns 
deed! that excellent man] the equal compoſure 
of his mind! that conſtant uprightneſsl that 
greatneſs of ſoul ! Is he ſtill living, pray ? for in 
this ſolitude it is about five and twenty years 
ſince I have heard what is doing in the world. 
Yes, Beliſarius is ſtill alive, —May Heaven guard 
and prolong his days I If he heard your wiſhes for 
him, your goodneſs would affect him tenderly.— 
Very like; and how do they ſay he fares at court? 
In great power, to be ſure! adored by every 
body !—Alas ! envy is ever an attendant on pro- 
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perity. Very tyue; but the emperor ſhould' be 
upon his guard againſt the enemies of ſo great a 
man, the tutelary genius, the protector of the em- 
pire He is far gone in years now. — But what® 
then P he will be as great in cduncil, as he was 
formerly in the field. His wiſdom, if he is attend - 
ed to, may, perhaps, be of more extenſive uſe, 
than even his valour.— And how, ſays Belifarius, 
inwardly ſoftened, how was he known to you? 
Wet us fit down to table, anſwered the villager ; 
your queſtion would lead into a long detail. 
Beliſarius now felt ſome ſecret hints that His 
landlord muſt be ſome officer who had formerly 
ſerved under him, and had reaſon to be contented 
with has general, During ſupper, the latter was 
inquiſitive concerning the events of war in Italy 
and the Eaſt, but was totally filent in regard to 
Africa. Beliſarius gratified his curioſity in a plain 
and {imple ſtile, Let us drink, ſays the hoſt, at the 
concluſion of the repaſt, let us drink to the health 
of your general, and may Heaven requite him with 
its bounty for all the evil he heaped on me Hel 
replied Beliſarius, did he injure you ꝰ He diſ- 
charged his duty, and I make no complaint, I 
have learned in the ſchool of adverſity to com- 
paſſionate the diſtreſſes of mankind, and you ſhall 
know, my honeſt friend, how that leſſon was 
taught me, As you have ſerved in Africa, you mult 
have ſeen the King of the Vandals, the unfortu- 
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nate Gilimer, led by Beliſarius in triumph to Con. 
ſtantinople, with his wife and children involved 
in his captivity, That very Gilimer has opened 
to you his hoſpitable door! you have ſupped with 
him !—Theu Gilimer! exclaimed Beliſarius; 
and has not the emperor aſſigned you a better 
lot ?—He had promiſed—Yes, he promiſed; and, 
to do him juſtice, he kept his word; Digni- 
ties were offered to me, and even the rank of a 
Patrician ; but I declmed the offer. To him who 
has been a king, and has loſt his crown, the 
only reſource is obſcurity and repoſe, —Thou 
Gilimer !—Yes, I am he! that vanquiſhed prince, 
who, you may remember, was beſieged upon the 
mountain of Papua, There 1 ſuffered unheard of 
hardſhips* : the inclemency of the winter ſeaſon, 
the neceſſities of famine, the miſerable aſpe& of a 
whole people driven to the laſt deſpair, and ready 
todevour their very wives and children ; the un- 
remitting vigilance of that brave officer Pharas, 
who, even amidſt the operations of the ſiege he 
carried on, never ceaſed by his remonſtrances to 
awaken my feelings both for myſelf and the mi- 
ſeries of my people: all theſe circumſtances, to- 
gether with the entire confidence I had in the up- 
rightneſs of your general, prevailed upon me at 
length to lay down my arms, With what an air 
of ſober dignity did Beliſarius receive me! Every 


* Vide Procop, de Bello Vandalico, lid, 2. 
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proper attention was paid to me by his direction. 


With what addreſs, with what reſpect did he ſtrive 


to ſoften my affliction ! The ſpace of near ſix luſ- 
tres has elapſed ſince I have dwelt in this ſolitaty 
retreat, and not à day has paſſed without hearing 
my moſt fervent prayers for Beliſarius. 3 

I perceive, faid Belifarius, in this account 
of yourſelf, the mild effects of that philoſophy, 
which; even on the mountain where you endured 
ſo mach, could make'you chant your calamities in 
ſong'; Which gave you, when you appeared be- 
fore Beliſarius, that ſerenity of countenance, 
and on his day of triumph animated that look of 
magnanimity, whichaſtoniſhed the emperor Jul- 
tinian, My "good gueſt, replied Gilimer, the 
ſtrength and weakneſs of our minds depend en- 
tirely upon the light in which things appear to 
us. True conſtancy and fortitude firſt ſprung up 
in my heart, when I began to confider the world 
as the ſport of fortune. Till then I had lived the 
moſt voluptuous of kings, diſſol bed in luxury, 
and ever entranced in the lap of pleaſure; on a+ 
ſudden I paſſed from my palace, that ſcene of re- 


velry and delight, to the cavern of the Moors“, * bs. 


where, pillowed upon ſtraw, I lived on barley 
coarſely pounded, and half roaſted under the cin- 

* Vandali namque omnium ſunt, quos ſciam, moliff mi 
atque delicatifſimi; omnium verd miſerrimi Maurifii. _ - 
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ders. Nay, to ſuch hardſhip was I reduced, that 
a loaf of bread, ſent to me by the humanity of an 
enemy, was an ineſtimable preſent; From this 
ſituation I fell into captivity, Was loaded with 
irons, and walked in the conquerox's triumph. 
In extremities like theſe, you will agree with me, 
that the heart muſt break with grief, or 10 ſupe- 
rior to the caprice of fortune. 


13 


Vou find in that compoſure of your foul, 1 
Beliſarius, many reſources againſt eee 
and I promiſe to ſuperadd a new motive of conſo- 
lation before we part. 

Their converſation ended hers, and, 8 __ 
tired to reſt, 

Gilimer, at the dawn of day, inſtead W 


himſelf to the cultivation of his garden, made it 
his firſt care to enquire how his aged gueſt had 


paſſed the night. He found him already up, with. 


his ſtick in his hand, ready to ſet out on his jour - 
ney, How! ſaid he, not give us a few days be- : 
fore you leave us !—That, replied Beliſarius, is 
not in my power: I have a wife and daughter i in 


conſolable during my abſence. Farewell !—and. 


hear without emotion what remains to be told 
vou: blind and ſuperannuated as I am, Beliſarius 
will never forget the reception you have given him 


How! Belifarius It is Beliſarius who now 


embraces you, —Righteous Heaven exclaims 


Gilimer, half wild with aſtoniſhment, Beliſarius 


* 
* 
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blind, and abandoned in his old age! Even ſo, 
replied Beliſarius; and, to ſhe you the extreme 
of cruelty, before they turned him adriſt to beg 
his way through the world, his enemies put oh 
his eyes, —Amazement !-ſays Gilimer, in à t 
of grief and horror can it be poſſible ? Who were 
the morifters ?=Envious men, replied Beliſarius; 
they impeached me of deſigns upon the crown, 
ichen my thoughts were fixed upon my grave. 
They had credit enough te rum me, and I was laid 
in irons. Tbe people at length clamoured loudly 
for my enlargement; it was in vain to reſiſt the 
popular outery ; but, in reſtoring me to liberty, 


they deprived me of my ſight. . Juſtinian too or- 


dained it; there the wound ſtruck deeper! You 
can witneſs with what zeal, with what affection I 
ſerved him. Even now I love him, and grieve 
that hes ſurrounded by wicked men, who cloud 
and-blacken the evening of his days. When I 
heard that he himſelf pronounced the definitive 
ſentence I own my conſtancy failed me: the 


very executioners relented into pity, and fell proſ- | 
trate at my feet. Now all is over; and, thanks 


be to Heaven, I have but a little time to crawl a- 
bout blind and wretched.—Paſs that time with 
me, ſays. Gilimer: here, under my roof, cloſe an 
illuſtrious life. That, returned Beliſarius, would 
have dans ſoothing in it: but I Wen give 
A1 barduoly i ad | 
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myſelf to my family, and 1 now go 19 expire 5 in 
their arms. Farewell? 

. . Gilimer ,cambraced, him, backed him. ith his 

Wee, and could hardly quit his hold.” At length 
le let him go with a parting, pang, and ſtraining 
his eyes after him, O proſperity ! lays. he, thou 
cheatproſperity ! Who can conſide in hee The 
warlike hero, the great, the gopd Beliſarius th 
Now indeed he may ink himſelf. happy.who 
digs his garden. With theſe wools d 
„ e e * end 
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| 8 was now ales << his 
family, who expetted him with impatienoe when - 

a new incident made him fear thathe ſhoul@'never = 
reach it. The inhabitants upon the bord f che 
empire were perpetually making Heurfrons into 
Thrace. A party of the Bulgarians haGinvaded 
the confines, juſt as a rumour was ſpread abroad, 
that Beliſarius, deprived of his eye · ſight, was diſ- 
charged from priſon, and was begging his way to 
his exiled family. The idea of attaching to him- 
ſelf ſo conſiderable a man, foot! ſtruck the prities 
ef Bulgaria, who little doubted. but Belifarius. 
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would embrace the moſt rapid means of revenge. 
The road he had taken was known, and orders 
were accordingly” iſſued” for a diligent purſuit. 
Towards the ' cloſe of day; Beliſarius Was over- 
taken: force was not to be refifted 3 he was ob- 
liged to mount a ſuperb horſe brought for the pur- 
poſe, Two Bulgarians conducted him, and the 
hero's guide was obliged to mount behind one of 
them. You may truſt to us, ſaid the Bulgarians; 
the prince our maſter honours your virtues, and 
compaſſionates your misfortunes. Beliſarius in- 
terrogating what their prince wanted with him 
He means, replied the Barbarians,” to fate your 
vengeance with the blood of your enemies. Ah! 
ſays the old general, let him leave me unrevenged; 
his pity is ſuperfluous and cruel. I only aſłk to 
die in the arms af my family, and you tear me 
from them. Whither would you lead me ? I am 
harraſſed with fatigue, and reſt is neceſſary to mo 
Reſt you ſhall have, anſwered the Bulgarians, and 
to your entire ſatisfaction, if the maſter of the 
neighbouring caſtle ſnould chance not to be upon 
his guard, or in caſe he does not n Werd 
with too ſtrong a force. : 
This caſtle was Wee an old 
courtier whoſe: name was Beſſus. He had com- 
manded at Rome during a ſiege, and, after being 
guilty of the moſt horrible N WIN retired to 
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this place with ten thouſand talents t. BeliGgius 
had inſiſted that he ſhould be proſecuted with the 


_ utmoſt ſeverity of the law but thoſe at court, Who 


do not wiſh to have matters too cloſely inſpected, 
being all of his party, the enquiry was prevented, 
and Beſſus retired to enjoy his ere his 
money in rurahtranquillity. 1 Foe 
Two Bulgarians, who had been diſpatched to 
reconnoitze the place, reported to the chief, that 


in the caſtle all was pleaſure and rejoicing; that 


the misfortune of Beliſarius was the general talk; 
and that Beſſus celebrated it by a day of feſtivity 
as a puniſhment inflicted by Heaven. The abjett 
wretch.! ſaid the Bulgarians, he ſhall not long 
have it in his power to triumph in the de 
a great man like you. 

They arrived ſoon at the caſtle : Beſſus was at: 
table, ſurrounded by his ſycophants, one of whom 
ſung a ſong of adulation, and, in his ſtanaas, ſet 
forth the care of Heaven in the juſtiſication of his 
patron, by puniſhing the accuſer with the loſs of 
his fight. What more manifeſt indication could 
there be ! Could innocence enjoy a more ſplen- 
did triumph ! Beſſus applauded the flattering, 
ſtrain, graciouſly obſerving, that Heaven is always. 
juſt, and that ſooner or later the wicked are 
brought to condign puniſhment, Beſſus was 


+ About 250,0001. ſterling. 
** 
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right in his obſervation :; for now the Bulgarians, 
fword in hand, had taken poſſeſſion of the court- 
yard, and leaving Beliſarius to the care of a few | 
ſoldiers, made their way with hideous uproar to 
the banqueting room. Beſſus turned pale at the 
fight ; confuſion and terror fell upon him; his 
gueſts were thrown into the utmoſt, conſternation: 
without attempting a defence, they fell upon their 
knees and begged their lives. They were all in- 
ſtantly ſeized, and dragged: forth to the place 
where Beliſarius was | guarded. Beſſus, by the 
light of the torches, perceived on horſeback a 


blind old man; he immediately knew him, and 


him and his, No, laid the chief, no werey here 
for bad men k This was the ſignal for ſlaughter, 
and Beſſus, with all his comrades, were put to 
death upon the ſpot. Then ordering all the do- 
meſtics before him, the commander of the gang, 
who ſaw they expeſted the ſame fate, bid them be 
without fear, and attend him and his party at 
table; for now, ſays he, we are your maſters. He 
proceeded to regale himlelf with his followers, 
and Beliſarius was placed in the ſeat of Beſſus. 

be viciſſitudes of fortune now engroſſed the 
thoughts of Beliſarius, and this laſt incident ſorely 
grie ved him. My friends, ſaid he to the Bulgari- 
ans, you diſtreſs me much by ſhedding the blood 


i 


of my countrymen. 
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Beſſus, it is true, was th. 
ofavarice and inhumanity: I have ſeen him the 


20 


author of a famine at Rome, and, in the midſt of 


the public miſery, ſelling out bread at a moſt exor- 
bitant price, without any feeling for the poor, ho 
were unable to buy the neceſſaries of life. The 


Juſtice of Heaven has overtaken him at laſt, (and 
my only regret is that he merited his fate: but 


yet this havock, done in my name, is a ſtain to 
my honour, 


am amongſt you. The Bulgarians engaged to re- 


ſtrain themſelves for the future to felf defence; 


but Beſſus's caſtle was plundered, and the next day 
the invaders, loaded with booty, ſet rr . 
Beliſarius. £15 tit 

As ſoon as they arrived at their eb 
the commander in chief, embracing Beliſarius, 


exclaimed, in a tranſport of joy, Come, thou ve- 


nerable man, and try whether we or your own 
countrymen are the Barbarians! abandoned by 
the ſtate you ſerved, you ſhall find among us both 


friends and revengers of your wrongs.—With 


this he led him by the hand to his tent, there 
bade him repoſe himſelf, and gave orders that 


every thing ſhould favour his ſlumber. At night, 


after a ſumptuous repaſt, at which the name of 
Belifarius was celebrated by all the Barbarian 
chiefs, the king withdrew with him to-a private 


* 


Either diſpatch me, or promiſe that 
no outrage of this fort ſhall happen again while I 
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needleſs to remonſtrate on the eruelty ef the treat- 
ment he had met with. The crime, continued 
he, is horrible; the vengeance due to it hould 
be the ſame. Your tyrant, with all his accompli- 
ces, muſt be buried under the ruins of the impe- 
rial throne and palace: his city ſnall be wrapt-in 
flames, and its fragments heaped upon the empe- 
ror's head. Be thou, illuſtrious old man, be thou 
the guide of my armies; inſtruct me how to con- 
quer, and to expiate your injuries. They have 
not robbed you of the minds eye; the light of 
wiſdom is ſtill yours. Teach me how to- ruſh 
upon them by ſurprize ; to aſſault them within 
their ramparts. Let us exterminate their empire, 
and not leave a trace of it on this fide of the ſeas, 
If the ſecond rank in our new dominion will not 
ſuffice you, divide with me the imperial dignity ; 
I agree'to'it;, © Let the tyrant of Byzantium, be. 
fore he dies beneath repeated blows, behold you 
once more make your triumphant entrance into his 
city. And would you have me, then, ſaid Boliſa- 
rius, after a pauſe; would you have me juſtify him 
for depriving me of my ſight ? It is a long time, 
Sir, ſince I declined the offer of crowns. Carthage 
and Italy invited my acceptance. I was then 
young, and in the ſeaſon of ambition; perſecution 
even then began to ſhew itſelf, but I remain- 
ed inviolably faithful to my prince and my coun- 
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try. The duty which then bound me continues 
unextinguiſhed; and nothing can induce me to 
renounce it. When I promiſedallegiarice to the 
emperor, 1 hoped to find him juſt; and, if he 
proved otherwiſe, I made no reſervation of a tacit 
right to defend, much leſs to revenge myſelf. Of 
treaſon and revolt I am incapable; and, lt me 
aſk, how would it ſerve you to brand me with per- 
jury? What valuable [ſervice can you expect 
from a blind old man, who has loſt the force and 
vigour of his mind ? The enterprize you propoſe 
is much above my ability, perhaps above your 
own. In the preſent relaxed ſtate of govern» 
ment, the emperor appears an eaſy conqueſt : hut 
he is only grown indolent; and perhaps to rouſe 
him from his languor, and re- animate his ſpirit, it 
were deſirable for him that an enterprize like yours 
| ſhould be commenced, - That city; which you 
think ſo aſſailable, is inhabited by a people train- 
ed to war: and then what a ſet of men to lead 
them on! if the ſuperannuated Beliſarius may 
well nigh be numbered with the dead, yet Narxſes 
lives, and even Narſes has for competitors Mun- 
dus, Hermes, Salomon, and many others of a war- 
like genius. If you will credit me, time alone, 
with its imperceptible hand, muſt ſap the founda- 
tions, and work the downfal of that great empire. 
You may, indeed, commit a ravage, but that is 
but the war of robbers; your ambition will aſpire 
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to an enterpriae more worthy. of yu. juſtinian 


deſires only to form alliances. and confederacics 


in friendſhip ; let me add; there is not a king Who 


would not be honoured by an alliance with him; 
and, Sir, it depends upon yourſelf to No, inter - 
rupted the Bulgarian, I never will be the friend 
of Juſtinian ; I will hold no alliance with the 
man who. owes his all to you, and in return has 

blinded you for it. Will you xeigu in concert 

with me, the director of my councils, and the ge · 
nius of my armigs ? That is the queſtion, between, 
us, My life, replied Beliſarius, is in your hands; 
but nothing can exempt me from the allegiance I. 

owe my lawful ſovereign ; even now, depreſſed as 
I am, had, I the means of ſerving him, though it 
were againſt yourſelf, he might ſtill be as ſure of 
me as in my day of proſperity, —An extraordinary 
fort of virtue this! ſays the Bulgarian, —Woe: to 
the people, replied Beliſarius, to whom it appears 
extraordinary! : Don't you. perceive that it is 
the foundation of good order in ſociety ?. That no 


member of any community whatever, ſhould arro- 


gete to himſelf a- right to be his own judge and 
his own avenger, is an obvious, a ſelf-evident, 
truth. That right of nature is transferred to the 
magiſtrate; and were it otherwiſe, there would 
eas many rebels as diſcontented ſpirits. Would 
you, who now court me-to puniſh my maſter for, 
injuſtice, would you give the lame privilege to 


TY 
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your own ſoldiers? Would 1 give it! ts 
Bulgarian; they have it without my giving itz 
but fear reſtrains it within due bounds. And 
with us, Sir, virtue is the reſtraint; ſays Beliſa . 
rius that is an ad vantage reſulting from the man- 
ners; from manners formed by civilization, the 
parent of ſocial happineſs; and ſocial happineſs, 
let me tell you, will never be rightly underſtood, 
where the inſtitutions of true policy have not 
been received. I will go deeper into this ſubject, 
with the freedom of à man Who has nothing leſt 
to fear or hope. What ſort of ſubjects do you go- 
vern, Sir? A race inured to warfare ; that is their 
beſt reſource : and that very warfare to which 
they are trained, baniſhes every idea of the right 
uſe of peace; inclines them to neglett the valua- 
ble riches of labour and induſtry; to trample on 
the laws of natural juſtice, and ſeek a precatious 
good in ruin and deſtruction. If you will place 
before your eyes the conſequences that muſt at- 
tend your boundleſs ambition, you will perceive 
how neceſſarily it reſults, that, to lay waſte the 
territories of the empire, you muſt leave your own 
without labourers, barren and uncultivated ; that 
in order to ſubſiſt one part of the human ſpecies, 
you muſt maſſacre another ; and that your own 
ſubjects muſt fatten with their blood the very land 
which they cover with deſolation.—And will not, 
ſaid the king, the influence of war be the ſame 
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upon the ſubjetts of the empire? By no means, 


replied Beliſarius; and moreover the object of our 
arms is very different. The end aimed at by our 
wars is public tranquillity, that we may enjoy the 
fruits of peace as the purchaſe of our victories. 
—Generoſity, ſays the Bulgarian, is cafily ex- 


tended, where we have the ſuperior force. Let 


us break off the conference, You are ſtill illuſtri- 
ous in miſery, and 1 honour your-unſhaken fide- 
lity; it deſerved a better recompence. Repoſe 
yourſelf for this night in my own tent: you ſnall 
be lodged near our perſon. To- morrow it ſhall 
depend upon yourſelf to direct your guides which 
way you will be conducted. To the place where 

they ſeized me, ſaid Beliſarius; and then retired to 

the comforts of a pure and tranquil ſleep. 

The next day the king of Bulgaria took leave 
of the good old general, and fain would have load- 
ed him with preſents. They are, ſays Beliſarius, 
the ſpoils of my country, and you would bluſh 
for me, if I ſuffered myſelf to be ſo enriched. 
Some neceſſary food for himſelf and his guide, was 
all he could be induced to accept; and the ſame 
party that laid violent hands upon him, eſcorted 
him to the place from whence he had been carried 

to the Barbarian camp. i 
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CHAP, IV. 


| Tux hero was now at the diſtance of twelve 
miles from the retreat of his family; but being 
exhauſted by a fatiguing journey, he enquired of 
nis guide whether there was not a village in fight, 
where he might reſt his wearied limbs. There is 
one, ſaid his young conductor, but it is a conſider- 
able way off. Let theſe guards convey you to it. 
No, replied Beliſarius, I ſhould expoſe the place 
to the pillage of theſe rovers. He now took leave 
of his convoy. a 
Arriving at the village, the cry has ſtruck his 
ear was, There he is ; that's he ; it is the very man. 
What may this mean P—It is an whole family, 
ſaid the guide, making towards you with great 
eagerneſs. By this time an old man came forward 
from the crowd. Worthy gentleman, ſaid he, 
may we crave” to know who you are! You 
plainly ſee, replied Beliſarius, that I am a poor in- 
digent wretch, and not a gentleman.— An indi- 
gent wretch ! exclaimed the peaſant; that is what 
occaſions” our curioſity: for we have a. report 
here, that, wretched as you ſeem, you are Beliſa- 
rius.— Lower your voice, my honeſt friend, repli- 
ed the general; and if my misfortunes touch you, 
afford me a ſnelter under your roof. Theſe words 
were ſcarcely uttered, when he felt the villager 
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embracing his knees: he raiſed the honeſt, coun- 
try man, and went with him into an humble cot. 

Fall down, my children, ſaid the. villages to his 
ſon and two daughters, fall down. at the feet of 
this illuſtrious hero , it was he protected us from 
the ravage of the Huns; but for him, our little 
habitation had been reduced to aſhes; but for 
him, my children, your father would have been 
butchered before your cyes, your little babes 
would have been torn from you, and hurried into 
captivity ; but for him, you-never would have 
raiſed your heads again; you are indebted to him 
for life, and all that can be dearer than life. Ve · 
reſpett his misfortunes, and weep over your un- 
happy cott i 

Beliſarius, eee with tenderneſs | 
at the grateful ſentiments of this little family, and 
overpowered by their bleſſings on his head, could 
only anſwer them wich the dumb eloquence of 
his embraces. Condeſcend, illuſtrious hero, ſaid 
the two women, to receive to your arms theſe 
two little innocents, who have found in you a ſe- 
cond father. We ſhall never ceaſe to awaken in 
their memories a due ſenſe of the honour they will 
now receive by ſaluting their great deliverer, and 
being careſſed in his embrace. Each mother pre- 
ſented her own child, and placed him on the ge- 
neral's knees, The little infants ſmiled with 
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young aſtoniſhment, and raiſing their arms, ſeem- 
ed to offer up their thanks. And can you now, 


faid Belifarius, think me an object of compaſſion? 
Does there at this moment breathe: a · man more 


. ſincerely happy than myſelf ? But tell me, how 


has it happened that you had any knowledge of 
me ? A young nobleman, replied the villager, 


paſſed through this place yeſterday, and enquired: 
if we had not feen a blind old man go by: you 


anſwer the deſcription he gave us. We aſſured 
him we had ſeen no ſuch perſon; he then charged 
us to keep a good look- out, and let you know, 
that a friend expects you at the place where you 


re going. He {aid you were in want of every 


thing, and requeſted us to pay you every attention. 


in our power: he even promiſed to requite us for 
it. Alas! we told him that we were all variouſly 
employed; ſome in the labours of the field, others 


in domeſtic cares, and. had but little leifure ta 
gape after travelters as they paſs by. Then quit 
your employments, ſaid the young lord, and omit 
every thing rather than the acts of benevolence. 
the good old man is entitled to: he is your pro- 
teftor, your deliverer; it is Beliſarius whom I re- 


commend to your diligence; and then he opened 


to us the whole ſtory of your ſufferings. At the 


ſound of a name ſo beloved and honoured, ima- 
gine to yourſelf the agitation of our hearts. My 


fon watched all night long for his general, for ha 
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had the Honour to fight under your banners, when 
you expelled the invaders of Thrace; and my 
daughters, at the dawn of day, were at the threſ- 
hold of the door, and there continued, training 
their eyes with eager expeRation, At length we 
have found you; command as you pleaſe, every 
thing we have 1s yours ; the nobleman who deſires. 


to ſee you, has more in his power to give; but 


give what he may, he will not do it with . 
heart than we offer our little all. 

While thus the father diſcourſed, the fon, in a. 
fixed attitude before the hero, viewed him with a 
penſive air, his hands claſped in each other; 
conſternation, pity, and reſpect riſing by turns, 
and diffuſing themſelves over his countenanee. 

My good friend, ſays Beliſarius to the old vi- 
lager, I thank you for theſe marks of your god. 
neſs, I have wherewithal to ſupport me on m] 
way to my laft retreat: but pray inform me, +, 
your happineſs equal to your benevolence ?- Your 
ſon, you ſay, carried arms under my conduct. I feel 
myſelf intereſted about him; is he prudent, care - 
ful, and induſtrious ? Does he pro ve à good huſ-. 
band and a good father ?—He is, replied the ok. 
man, all my joy and comfort; he quitted the 
army upon the death of his elder brother; but he 
quitted it ſeamed with honourable ſcars; he re- 
lieves me from labour, the prop of my old age! He 
has for his wife the daughter of my friend, and 
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Heaven has ſmiled upon their union. He is ofa 
ſanguinelively temper ; ſhe is of a mild and amia- 
ble diſpoſition, My daughter, who ſtands there, 
is alſo happily ſettled. I gave her in marriage to 
à young man of good morals, and they live in mu- 
tual affection: every thing goes on to my heart's 
content, and they have raiſed grandchildren to 
me, in whom I fancy I am renewing my youth. 
In the hopes that they will cheriſh my memory, 
and bleſs me when I am gone, I draw towards my 
grave with leſs regret.— Alas] my. good friend, 
ſaid Beliſarius, you excite my envy } I had two 
ſons, my beſt, my darling hope ! I ſaw them both 
expire at my fide; an only daughter is all that is 
left me in my age, and ſhe, alas! has too much 
ſenſibility for my condition and her own. But 
thanks be to Heaven, my twa boys died fighting 
for their country !—At theſe words, the young 
man, Who had been earneſtly liſtening to all that 
paſled, felt his heart touched to the very quick. 
The ſupper, conſiſting of plain, country fare, 
was ſerved up.; but Beliſarius, by his lively re- 
preſentations of the happineſs that dwells with 
obſcurity, gave it the value of the moſt ſumptu- 
ous repaſt. Calm and retired tranquillity, ſays he, 
is the happieſt ſtate of man; and yet, ſo little arg 
the ſolid bleſſings of life, underſtood, it is a * 
which i is never envied. 
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The young man of the houſe conkianes ſilent 
during the whole time of ſupper, wüh his eyes 
fixed on Beliſarius; he was loſt in contemplation : 
his inward workings grew ſtronger as he gazed z 


his countenance. every moment ſettled into Cy 


deeper gloom, looked more intenſe with reflec- 


tion, and fiercer With the various meanings that 


ſucceeded. each other. Here is my ſon, faid the 


good old landlord, recalling to his imagination all 


your battles : he peruſes you with an ardent eye. 
—He finds it difficult, replied Beliſarius, to re 
collect his general.— The enemies of my general, 
ſaid the young man, have defaced him enough to 
make it difficult to know him; but he is too 


year the hearts of his ſoldiers to be ever Funken 
to them. 


When Beliſarius took 115 of this ws 
family, L ſhould be glad, ſays this young man, if 


my general will permit me, to attend him a little 


part of his way. Being together on the road, 1 


could wiſh, ſaid he again, that you would order ; 


your guide to walk on before us; for I have ſome- 
thing for your private ear, The condition, Sir, 
to which they have reduced you, fills me with in- 
dignation, They have left you a terrible exam- 
ple of ingratitude, and the baſeſt perfidy ; it makes 
me even look with horror on my country; and as 
I formerly dared boldly in her ſervice, fo I now 
bluſh for every drop of blood I ſpiltin her cauſe, 
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The place of my nativity is grown deteſtable to 
me, and I look with pity on the children whom I 
have brought into this bad world. Hold i hold, 
young man! ſays Beliſarius; where is the coun. 
try in which honeſt men do not fall the victim 
of malignity and fraud p But this, returned the 
young ſoldier, this is without a precedent. There 
is a peculiarity in your fate that exceeds all imagi. 
nation. Who was the author of it? I have a 

wife and children; them 1 will recommend to 
their grandfather and the Supreme Being, and 
nothing ſhall retard me from ſetting out direfly 
to tear out the villain's heart, who barbarou y 
Alas! thou generous youth, ſaid Belifarius, claſp- 
ing him in his arms, this exceſs of pity kindles to 
enthuſiaſm. Can I conſent that a brave young 
man ſhall be the perpetrator of an infidrous deed ? 
that a ſoldier ſhall become an aſſaſſin that a vir- 
tuous ſon, a tender huſband, and an affectionate 
father, ſhall be the ſlave of guilt and infamy! It 
were to make me deſerve all that malice has in- 
flicted on me. Reflect a little; you have relin- 
quiſhed the juſt defence of your country to folace 
your aged father, and rear up your tender infants: 
and will you now, fora ſuperannuated wretch like 
me, with an extravagant zeal, deſert that very fas. 
ther and your helpleſs babes ? Tell me, ſhould 
you drench your hands in the blood of my ene- 
mies, will that recal my youthful vigour ? Will 
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it reſtore my loſt organs to me ? When you have 
made yourſelf criminal, ſhall I be the leſs miſera- 
ble? No, replied the young man, but the bloody 
cataſtrophe of a. villain will ſtrike every guilty _ 
mind with horror: to make him a terrible exam 
ple to the world, I will ſeize the monſter at the 
ſoot of the throne, or even of the altar, and, glut - 
ting my poniard in his heart, will thunder in his 
ear, © Beliſarius ſtrikes the blow.” And by 
what right, ſays Beliſarius, in a deciſive tone, do 
you mean to execute my revenge ? Have Ltrans- | 
ferred a right tv you, which I do not poſleſs my- 
cif? or do you mean to aſſume that right in def- 
ance of every law ? Let law be truly adminiſter- | 
ed, ſaid the young man, and the ſubje& will de- 
pend upon the juſtice of his country; but ſince 
it is perverted, ſince it gives no protection to in- 
nocence and virtue, but connives at vice, and acts 
in colluſion with the guilty, it is time to abjure 
civil ſociety, and reſort to the primitive laws of 
natural juſtice —My worthy good friend, replied 
Beliſarius, that is the reaſoning of ruthans, of 
every lawleſs banditti } To fee the laws warped 
to evil purpoſes, i is indeed grievous to a juſt and 
honeſt mind; but tho caſe would, be ſtill more 
grievous, if they were to ſuffer open violation, 
Enfeebled laws are moſt certainly an evil, but a 
tranſitory evil ; their total overthrow would be a - 


laſting calamity. You would ſtrike guilt with | 
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terror, and yet you are going to encourage it by 

your example. My calamities, thou worthy” 
youth, have inſpired you with noble ſentiments; 

would you debaſe thofe ſeritiments by an atroei- 

ous deed? Shall the tender ſenſations of the heart 

be turned to horror? I conjure you, in the name 

of that virtue which you love, diſhonour it not by 
fatal raſhneſs, Let it never be ſaid that 4 virtue 

has guided the hand of an aflaflin. 

If their cruelty, ſaid the young ſoldier, hat 
ſpent its rage on me, I could perhaps arm myſelf 
with fortitude to bear the worſt; but when 
man renowned, when Beliſarius No, I Will ne- 
ver forgive it, But I forgive it, cphed Belii- 
rius ; nothing but my intereſt inthis bufineſs can 
provoke your fury; and, if I renounte'rhy owt! 
relentments, will you go farther than I am wills 
ing to do? Let me tell you, that, if I were in- 
clined to expiate my wrongs by the blood of my 
enemies, whole nations are ready to arm thiem- 
ſelves in my cauſe ; but I am reſigned to my fate; 
imitate my example, allow me to be à judge of 
what is right and honourable; and, if you! find 
within your breaſt a ſpirit to encounter death, re- 
ſerve that ſpitit for the glorious occaſion of _ 


ing your country and your prince. 


The ardour of the young ſoldier dblided at 
theſe words into wonder and admiration. For- 
give me, general, ſaid he, forgive the vehemence 
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which I now bluſh to own.: the outrage of your 
fortune drove me to excels; while you condemn 
my zeal, excuſe it alſo,—I do more, ſaid Beliſa- 
rius, I eſteem it; it is the emotion, the tranſport 
of a generous mind: but let me now direct it. 
Your family will, have need of you: live for 
them; and let your children imbibe from you an 
averſion to the enemies of Beliſarius. Name 
them, ſaid the young ſoldier, with impatience, 
and I promiſe you my children ſhall grow up from 
the cradle in mortal hatred of them.—My ene- 
mies, replied, .Belifarius, are the Scythians, the 
Huns, the Bulgarians, the Sclavonians, the Per- 
ſans, and all the enemies of my country, Thou 
miracle of virtue! ſaid the young villager, pro- 
ſtrating himſelf at the feet of the hero. Beliſarius 
embraced him,.and taking his leave, There are, - 
ſaid he, in this mixed ſtate, inevitable evils ; all 
that a juſt man can do, is not to deſerve the por- 
tion that may be his lot. If, hereafter, the abuſe 
of power, the perverſion of laws, and the proſpe- 
rity of bad men, ſhould move your indignation, 
think of Beliſarius. Farewell! 
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CHAP. v. 


Tur philoſophic ſoul of Belifarius was now 
upon the point of encountering a trial ſtill more 
ſevere than any he had yet met with : but it will in 


this place be proper to relate what happened 


when the hero was firſt ſeized, and hurried away 


to priſon, 


On the night when he was loaded with! fetter 
and like a ſtate criminal thrown into jail, amaze- 
ment, grief, and conſternation, filled his palace. 


The alarm which ſeized his wife Antonina, and 


Eudoxa his only daughter, gave a picture of del. 


Pair and agony in their moſt ſtriking colours, At 


length Antonina, recovering from her fright, and 


Calling to mind the favours which the emprels 


had laviſhed on her, began to flatter herſelf that 


her apprehenſions were groundleſs; ſhe condemn- 


ed, with ſelf-reproach, the weakneſs The had be- 
trayed, Admitted to an intimacy and dearneſs 
with Theodora, the companion and ſharer of all 


her ſocial pleaſures, ſhe depended upon ſupport 


from that quarter, or at leaſt ſhe believed that 
Theodora was her friend, In this perſuaſion ſhe 
attended the levee of the empreſs, and falling on 
her knees in the face of the whole court ; Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, if to have defended and ſaved the em- 
pire on various occaſions has been the diſtinguiſh- 
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ed lot of 'Belifarius ; that the guilt now'imputed 
to him may be examined in open day-light, and 
that his accuſers may confront him at the tribu- 
nal of the emperor, is now the recompence he 
aſks for all his generous labours : a free trial, and 
the opportunity of confounding his enemies, is 
the only favour he can with honour accept. 


Theodora made her a ſign to riſe, and with a look 


of frigid indifference anſwered, If Beliſarius is 
innocent, he has nothing to fear; if the charge 
be true, he is no ſtranger to the clemency of his 
maſter, and he knows the ſoft acceſſes to his 
heart. You may withdraw, Madam, in full con- 
fdence that I regard you; 1 ſhall not eaſily for- 
get that L have diſtinguiſhed you by my favours, 
This cold reception, and the abrupt manner of 
the concluſion, quite overpowered Antonina : 
ſhe retired pale and trembling, and of all the 
beholders not one dared to lift an eye towards 
her, Barſames, whom ſhe met, would have paſſ- 
ed her by unnoticed, if ſhe had not addreſſed 
herſelf to him: Barſames was the miniſter of 
the treaſury; and the favorite of Theodora. She 
entreated him to inform her what was the crime 
laid to the charge of Beliſarius. I inform you, 
Madam! ſays Barſames; I am totally in the 
dark; a ſtranger. to this affair; I have nothing 
in my power; I know nothing, nor do 1 inter- 
fere in any thing but the duty of my depart- 
E 
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ment: if every body followed the fame rule, the 
peace of the world would be leſs diſturbed. 

Ah! ſays Antonina, the plot, I ſee, is deeply 
laid, and Belifarius is undone. A little farther 
on ſhe met a man who owed his all to her, and 
who, on the preceding day, was entirely devoted 
to her ſervice. She made an attempt to expol- 
tulate and canvaſs the affair with him. But, 
without deigning to hear her, I know your mis- 
fortunes, ſaid he, and I am ſorely mortified ; but 
I muſt beg your pardon, I have a buſineſs to ſo- 
licit, and there is not a moment to, be loſt ;.I 
muſt leave you, Madam; but be aſſured, that no- 
body is more zealouſly attached to you. Anto-- 
nina went in queſt of her daughter, and in an 
hour's time ſhe received directions to depart the 
city. The old caſtle already mentioned was * 
ſigned the place of her exile. 

The very ſight of this caſtle, ſolitary ans in 
ruin, filled the heart of Antonina with conſter- 
nation; here ſhe conſidered herſelf as buried, 
and a fit of ilIneſs ſeized her ſoon after her arri- 
val. The tender Eudoxa, diſtracted by the idea 
of a father impeached, loaded with irons, and 
given up a prey to his enemies; diſtracted far- 
ther at the ſight of a mother ready to break her 
heart with anguiſh ; underwent the ſevereſt ago- 
nies of mind, All her days, her beſt, her youth- 
ful days, were conſumed in offices of tenderneſs 
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to her afflicted mother; each night ſhe was bath- 
ed in tears, and; in that ſuſpenſe of pain when 
weary nature ſinks down to reſt, her ſlumbers 
were ever troubled with the moſt horrid dreams, 
The image of her father. plunged into a dun- 
geon's gloom, and bending under the weight of 
galling chains, was ever preſent to her; and her 
apprehenſions for her mother increaſed the ter- 
rors of the viſionary ſcene... | 

Antonina had been — * in courts, and 
ine thorough knowledge ſhe had of them for 
ever painted to her fancy the rage of perſecution 
let looſe. againſt her huſband, - What a triumph, 
laid ſhe, for thoſe malignant ſpirits, who for a 
ſeries of years have thought themſelves depreſſed 
by the virtues of , a great and , virtuous man! 
How will they now exult in his downfal | I fee 
before me the ghaſtly ſmile of malice, the myſ- 
terious ait of calumny, that affects to conceal 
what it knows, and would appear tender of the 
man whom it is ready to ſtab. Deteſted flatter- 
ers! ye fawning ſycophants! I ſee ye all, and I 
hear your cruel inſults in our misfortunes, Oh, 
my daughter! in your diſtreſs you may at leaſt 
enjoy the conſolation, that you have nothing to 
reproach yourſelf ; as.to me, I have more reaſon 
to bluſh for my former felicities than my-preſent 
calamities. The ſage advice, and all the prudent 
leſſons your father uſed to give me, were little 
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heeded by me; they were too importunate.; in 
vein he counſelled me to ſhun the baits of plea- 
ſure and of, courts, to think that my trueſt digni- 
ty conſiſted in ſimplicity of manners, that the 
fincereſt happineſs was to be found in domeſtic 
enjoyment, and that it would be the triumph of 
my ſex to bid adieu to vanities that would vaniſh 
like a dream, or end in ſhame. His remon- 
ſtrances appeared to me to be the overflow ings 
of ſpleen, and I complained of his ſullen hu- 
mour to his very enemies. What giddy inatten- 
tion was mine! and now, what a ſad reverſe 
The burſting of the ſtorm awakened me to. re- 
flection, and I never ſaw the abyfs till 1 was 
tumbling into it. If you knew, my child, - the 
cold averted air with which the empreſs dilmifi; 
ed me ! even ſhe to whom my ſoul was enflaved! 
whoſe every whim was the rule of my zctions, 
the inclination of my heart! Oh! that court, 
which on the eve of our misfortunes -ſmiled 
with a general complacence n me! the falſe, 
inſidious train! not one of them, hen they ſaw 
me leaving it like an outcaſt, with eyes dejeſted 
and ſwoln with tears, not one of them would 
acknowledge me! In courts, my child, misfors 
tune has the qualities of a plague, and makes you 
ſhunned by all. Yulg..of 

Such were the reflections of this-unfortunate 
woman, whoſe eyes were now 'openey to the 
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fallacies of courts, though the affections of her 
heart were not yet alienated from them. She 
deſpiſed her former I and yet wen ous 
ſtill, 

An entire year paſſed wer without any 
tidings of Belifarius; a conſpiracy had been de- 
tected, the hero was charged with being the au- 
thor of it, and the voice of his 'enemies, which 
was called the public voice, pronounced him 
guilty of the treaſon. - The principal confpira- 
tors had ſuffered death in determined filence, 
without the ſmalleſt intimation of their leader; 
upon this was founded preſumptive proof againſt 
Belifarius, and, for want of poſitive evidence, 


he was left to languiſh in a dungeon, in hopes 


that his death would ſuperſede the neceſſity of 
clear conviction. In the mean time, the old dif- 
banded ſoldiery, who now were mingled with the 
people, clamoured for the enlargement of their 
general, and were ready to vouch for his inno- 
cence: a popular infurreftion followed, univer- 
ſally menacing to force the priſon doors, unleſs 
he was immediately ſet at liberty, This tumult 
enraged the emperor, Theodora, perceiving it, 
managed artfully to ſeize the moment of ill-hu- 
mour and paſſion, knowing that then only he 
was capable of injuſtice, Well, ſaid ſhe, let him 
be given up to the populace after he is rendered 
unable to command them, The horrible advice 
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prevailed: it was the deciſive en re 
Belifarius,”; hed hn I 

When the — aw T5 come Forth — 
an eye in his head, a general burſt of rage and 


lamentation filled the city. Beliſarius appeaſed 
the tumult. My friends and countrymen, ſaid 
be, your emperor has been impoſed upon; every 


man is liable to error; it is our | buſineſs to re- 
gret Juſtinian's error, and to ſerve him ſtill; my 
innocence is now the only good they have left 
me; let me poſſeſs it ſtill. The revolt which 
you threaten cannot reſtore what, 1 have loſt, but 


it may (deprive me of the only conſolation, that 


remains in my breaſt. The, fwelling ſpirits. of 
the populace ſubſided at theſe words into a per- 
ſect calm: they, offered him all they were worth. 
Beliſarius thanked them. All I will aſk, ſays 
he, is one of your boys, to guide my ſteps to the 
aſylum where my family expects me. 

The adventure with the Bulgarians carried 
Beliſarius out of his way, while Tiberius preſſ- 
ed forward to the retreat of the exiled family, 


The rattling of a carriage in the court-yard of 


the caſtle, gave a ſudden emotion of hope and 
joy to Antonina and her daughter Eudoxa; the 
latter ran forth in the ſtrongeſt agitations of 
mind, but alas! inſtead of her father, diſap- 
pointed to ſee a youthful ſtranger, ſhe returned 
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diſconſolate to her nen N * wie pay 
nounced,/It/is not he! 

Anſelmo, a faithful ola — of 0 Kue 
appearing in the court- yard, Pray, honeſt friend, 
ſaid Tiberius, is not this the retreat of Beliſa- 
rius? His wife and daughter expect him here, 
ſaid the faithful Anſelmo, but their hopes have 
hitherto proved abortive.z; would to Heaven 1 
could ſuffer for him, ſo he were at liberty !-—He 
is at liberty, rephed Tiberius; he is on his jour» 
ney hither; you will, ſee him ſoon; he ought to 
have been arxived before now. Oh! walk in, 
walk in, and communicate the news to his fami- 
ly: I will ſhew you the Way. Madam, ex- 
claimed Anſelmo, running eagerly towards An- 
tonina, 1 have news for vou, Madam: *; rejoice 
and be of good heart, my maſter lives; he is 
free; they have reſtored him to you, a gene- 
rous young man brings the happy tidings: he 
thought to, have found him here. At. theſe 
words, Antonina ſummoned up all her ſpirits: 
Where is the generous ſtranger, the virtuous 
youth, who intereſts himſelf in our afflictions ? 
Shew him in; let me ſee him. Antonina uttered 
theſe words with a quick vehemence of joy. 
Our miſeries are ended now, exclaimed; Eudoxa, 
throwing, herſelf upon her mother's bed, and 
folding her in her arms; my father lives, he 
is at liberty, and we ſhall ſee him once more. 


44 BELITSARIUS 

Let us, my deareſt mother, forget our woes: 
Heaven has not deſerted us; we all ſhall meet 
And do you then recal me back to life ? ſaid 
Antonina to Tiberius: has my huſband triumph - 
ed over his enemies at laſt? Tiberius, inwardly 
afflicted that he had only a mockery of jby to 
offer them, calmly anſwered, That Beliſarius was 
indeed alive; that he had ſeen him, had converſ- 
ed with him, and that, imagining he had before 
now reached his home, he came to tender him 
the little offices of friendſhip and good W 
bourhood. 

Eudoxa, whoſe eyes were riveted to Tiberius, | 
plainly faw the ſymptoms of infelt grief through 
the ſtruggles of the youth to ſuppreſs them. 
You bring with you, faid ſhe, the words of joy 
and comfort to the afflifted, and yet, amidft the 
gladſome tidings, I mark an air of dejection that 
ſpeaks ſome concealed affliction! Does our mi- 
ſery depreſs you then? Give me back my fa 
ther; let him return, and bring health with him 
to my unhappy mother; then you ſhall ſee whe- 
ther riches are neceſſary to make us happy. 
In tender and pathetic ſcenes like theſe, the 
force of nature is ſo infinuating, that Eudoxa 
had no need of other charms than the ſentiments 
ſhe uttered, to melt and engage the heart of Ti- 
berius, To the grace of her perſon he was 
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inattentivez he only ſaw an affectionate and vir- 
tuous daughter, whom a becoming firmneſs of 
mind, pious reſignation, and duty to a father, 
rendered ſuperior to calamity, Imagine not, 
{aid he, that the ſentiments of humanity which 
| have ventured to expreſs, have any tinctuxe of 
pride or inſulting, pity. Whatever be the con- 
dition to Which Beliſarius and his family are 
reduced, their misfortunes will ever be illuſtri- 
ous, and the object of envy ſtill, Why do you 
talk of misfortune P replied the mother; if 
they have reſtored my huſband to his, liberty, 
they are convinced of his innocencez- he muſt 
therefore} be eſtabliſned in his former, -polleſ- 
ons, ) "ki; nota: 5 

Madam, dd Tilerius, it ee A 200 
ina cruel ſuſpenſe, merely to Wound you deeper 
at laſt, if I were to cheriſh any ſoothing hopes 
in reſpect to his condition, To his popularity 
alone he is indebted for his freedom; the court 
1 has yielded at laſt to the dread of an inſurrec- 
tion; but, in complying. with the demands of 
the people, they have ſent him forth as wretched 
as they could make him. 

No matter, ſays Eudoxa, with * imisble ſen⸗ 
ſibility of heart ; if they do but leave us a little 
land to cultivate, we ſhall not be leſs happy than 
the honeſt country-folks whom; I ſee abroad in 
the fields, Gracious Heaven, exclaimed Tiber 
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rius, the daughter of Beliſarius humbled to this 
low fituation !—This low fituation/! replied 


Eudoxa; it was not unworthy of the heroes of 
Rome, when Rome was free and virtuous. Be- 
liſarius will not bluſh to be another Regulus 
my mother and I have learned in exile domeſtic 
cares and the arts of ceconomy : my hongured 
father ſhall wear a coat . yl his nn 
hand. x 

Tears . down the cheek of Tiberius a 
he marked the pure heartfelt joy that warmed 
and animated the whole frame of the lovely Eu 
doxa. Alas! ſaid he within himſelf, What a pite- 
ous ſtroke will preſently awaken her from this 


illufion! With eyes bent downward te the 


ground, he ſtood before her, nn 
row wad flence. | | 


CHAP, VI. 


Bzitsamws was now entering the -count- 
yard of the caſtle, Honeſt Anſelmo ſaw him: 
advancing nearer, he recollected his maſter,” and, 
tranſported with joy, preſſed eagerly forward to 
ſhew him in. But ſoon perceiving that he was 


blind, Oh Heaven, ſaid Anſelmo, Oh, my mal 
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ter! have 1 lived to ſee this? Theſe words, 
broken and intermixed with frequent ſobbings, 
gave Beliſarius to underſtand, that it was his 
old faithful ſervant Anſelmo. The poor fel- 
low proſtrated himſelf at the hero's feet, and 
embraced his knees. Beliſarius raiſed him from 
the ground,” and, having aſſuaged his grief by 
exhortations, bid him lead the way © his wife 
and daughter, 

At the fight, Eudoxa abi a ſcream, 4 
ſwooned away. Antonina, Who was il of . 
low conſuming fever, was ſeized with the moſt 
frantic violence: with all the force of ſudden 
fury ſhe ſtarted from her bed, and breaking from 
the hold of Tiberius and the woman that murſed 
her, made an effort to daſh herſclf againſt the 
floor. Eudoxa returning to her ſenſes, and ani- 
mated by the ſhrieks of her mother, flew to her 
aſſiſtance, and catching her in her arms, implored 
her to forbear out of compaſſion to her daugh- 
ter, Oh, let me, let me die, replied the diſ- 
trated mother: if 1 muſt live, I will live to 
revenge his wrongs, . and to tear piece-meal the 
hearts of his barbarous enemies. The monſters 
of iniquity ! is that his recompence ? But for 
him, they would all long ago have been buried 
in the ruins of their palaces: he has prolonged 
their tyranny, that is his crime ! for that he ſuf- 
fers; for that he has made atonement to the 
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people, Barbarity unheard oft” Akte ed Uh 
chery ! The pillar of the ſtate! their deliverer! 
Execrable court! a ſet of blood hounds met in 
council Juſt! Heaven! are theſe your ways? 
Beholdt' innocence is oppreſſed, and you look 
tamely ön! Behold! the factors of 'deftruftion 
triuinph in their guilt !- a! 6” BERRY 
A ”Amid@ this agony of grief, ſhe ſcattered far 
hair about the room i in fragments, and with her 
own harids * dbfarhd her kesturck: now With 


| open arms Re ruthed upon her lord, and; clah- 


ing him to her heart, pourecd forth her tears i 
if ſhe would drown Him with her ſorrows ten 
* tuming to her daughter; Die, 

reteh! me ſaĩd; "eſcape from à bad WI 


21 * 


for vice and infamy* 4 E 

> this violence a mokfal aver ſucce] 
The ſtorm of pa ſſions gave a fit of mome | 
ſtrength, the more effeually'to deſtroy, 
few hours after 'ſhe breathed her laſt. J 
And now, I iberius, What a ſcene had youl be 
fore your eyes! A blind old man, his wife 
lying dead; a daughter in the laſt extremity 
anguiſh; tears, ſhrieks, and lamentations 
around! This was the ſituation, the fad catab 
trophe in which fortune exhibited! a * family, 
which for thirty years had flouriſhedin' ever) 


ſplendor and dignity of Hife. The words of 
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renowned philoſopher here occurred to Tiberius; 
Behold, ſays he, a ſpectacle which Heaven, ſur- 
veys with pleaſure; a great man wreſthng with 
adverſity, and by his courage invincible to the 
laſt! 

Beliſarius did not endeavour to es either 
his owft grief or that of his daughter; he per- 
mitted a. free vent to both: but as ſoon as he had 
paid to nature the tribute of a feeling heart, he re- 


aſſumed his ſtrength, and emerged from his afflic- 


tions with true fortitude of mind. 

Though the anguiſh of Eudoxa was not abated, 
yet, leſt ſhe ſhould renew her father's troubles, 
ſhe endeavoured to ſuppreſs her ſorrows ; but ſtill 
the old generel, as he embraced her, found himſelf 
moi ſtened with her tears. You afflict yourſelf, my 
child, you afflict yourſelf on account of accidents 
which, inſtead of depreſſing us, ought to invigo- 
rate our ſouls, and raiſe us above misfortune and 
diſgrace, Your mother, after having atoned for 
the errors of her former life, is ſafe in eternal 
peace, She now looks down with pity upon us, 
and commiſerates the lot that detains us in this 
bad world. That cold, inanimated corpſe which 
lies there devoid of motion, is an emblem of the 
tranquillity her ſoul enjoys. Thus then you be- 
hold how vain and tranſitory are all the calamities 
of life ; a breath of wind comes, and all is va- 
niſhed, The empire, and the ſplendour of its 
| F 
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court, have faded away from the eyes of your 
mother; and now in the boſom of her God, ſhe be- 
holds this world as alittle ſpeck in the immenſity - 
ol ſpace. Theſe are reflections founded on wiſdom: 
theſe are refleftions that adminiſter to the virtu- 
ous mind all its conſolation, and its beſt ſu port 
in the hour of adverſity.— Oh! give me tha ſup- 
port, aſſiſt my feeble ſex, encompaſſed thus with 
wretchedneſs and miſery. I could have borne 
up againſt any misfortune that could befal me; 
but to behold a mother broken-hearted, a tender 
parent, whom my heart adored, expiring within 
my arms! and thus to ſee you too, thou beft of 
fathers, in this deplorable conditton, to which | 
your enemies have reduced you!— Alas! my 
daughter, replied Beliſarius, in deſpoilirig me of 
my eyes, they did no more than the infirmities of 
age or death would ſhortly have done: and as to 
what reſpects my fortune, you little knew the uſe 
of affluence, if you do not know how to difregard 
it, -Oh ! witneſs for me Heaven, ſaid Edoxa, it 
is not the loſs of fortune that can give me a mo- 
ment's pain,—Then let nothing diſtreſs your ſpi- 
rit, replied the venerable father; and with his 
hand he wiped the falling tear from her check. 
Beliſarius being informed that a young ſtranger 
deſired to ſpeak with him, gave him admittance, 
and aſked the intention of his viſit. It is not 
now a time, anfwered Tiberius, to offer conſola- 
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tion to you: thou illuſtrious unfortunate, I reſpe&t 
your ſorrows; I take a , ſhare in your afflic- 
tions, and it is my earneſt prayer to Heaven that 
I may hereafter be enabled to aſſuage them: till 
then, all I can do is to mix my tears with yours, 

It was now time to perform the funeral obſe- 
quies. Beliſarius, ſupported and guided by his 
daughter, attended the remains of his wife to 
their laſt depoſitory. His grief upon the occaſion 
was that of a philoſopher; it was deep, but ſilent; 
inwardly felt, but outwardly compoſed : his face 
was clouded with melancholy, but a grave and ſen- 
timental melancholy, With a mien erect, and a 
ſteady countenance, he did not ſo much ſeem to 
brave his fortune, as to refign himſelf to its ORE 
with a dignity of ſorrow. : 

Tiberius aſſiſted at the mournful ceremony : 
he beheld the fond regret of Eudoxa, and he re- 
turned deeply affected by the laſt duties which ſhe 
paid to the memory of her mother. 

Beliſarius addreſſed himſelf to him in theſe 
words: I perceive, generous youth; that it is to 
your humanity I am indebted for recommenda- 
tions on my road hither. Inſtruct me who you 
are, and to what motive I am to attribute your 
good offices. My name is Tiberius, replied. the 
youth; I carried arms under Narſes in Italy, and 
I have ſince ſerved in the wars of Colchis. 1 
was one of the Win party to whoa 1 appli- 
£ 2 
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ed for ſhelter, and whoſe indiſcretion you ſo pro- 
perly checked; I have ever ſince ſeverely cen- 
ſured myſelf for not making my apology, and re- 
queſting a farther favour'of you. 1 am placed in 
a ſtate of affluence: that may be a misfortune; 
but if you will concur with me, good may be de- 
duced from evil. Near this place I have a ebun- 
try- ſeat, and it is the height of my ambition to 
conſecrate it to the uſe of an exiled hero. It will 
be preſuming upoma ſlender title, to tell you of | 
the reſpect and veneration I entertain for your 
character: he who loves his country, muſt by a 
natural conſequence feel the diſgrace of Belifarius, 
and wiſh to ſoften his calamities; but perhaps i | 
can urge a claim that will touch you nearer, and 
in ſome degree ſolicit for me. You will not 
wholly deſpiſe the ambition of a young man, who 
pants to be admitted to the intimacy of an illuſtri- 
ous hero, that in his converſe he may drink; as it 
were, at the fountain head of wiſdom, of honour, 
and of virtue. - 2 
Lou pay a compliment to my old age, replied 
Beliſarius; but, however, the intereſt you ſeem 
to take in my misfortunes beſpeaks a well turned 
ſpirit, and an elegance of mind. At preſent you 
muſt excuſe me; retirement and ſelf- converſe are 
what I muſt now have recourſe to: the agitation 
of my ſpirits muſt be compoſed by ſilent medita- 
tion, Llercafter I ſhall fo far accept your propo- 
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ſal, as to wiſh to live in good neighbourhood. 
with you, and to maintain a friendly intercourſe, 
I have a regard for youth: in that happy ſeaſon _ 
of life, the ſoul, as yet unhackneyed in the ways 
of men, is ſuſceptible ofevery fine impreſſion; the 
ſublime and the beautiful of virtue inflame it with 
a laudable enthuſiaſm ; and worldly paſſions have 
not yet entangled it in their ſnares. Your viſits. 
will ever be acceptable; call upon "we often; I 
ſhall be glad to converſe with you. | 

If 1 am, worthy of that, honourable commerce; 
replied Tiberius, why may I not poſſeſs you wholly? 
My anceſtors will applaud the uſe I make of the 
patrimony they tranſmitted to me, when it is ren- 
dered ſacred by the retreat of Beliſarius. Ho- 
nour, reſpett, and reverence, will then be yours; 
and my whole houſhold train will learn to emu- 
late my example in treating you with every mark 
of veneration. 

I read, young man, the characters of virtue in all 
your words, returned Beliſarius; but let us do no- 
thing raſhly. Give me to underſtand, for it is, 
now ten years ſince I have been ſequeſtered from 
the world, what is your father's ſtatian ; and what 
are his deſigns in regard to your future ſettlement 
in life? We are deſcended, replied Tiberius, ; 
from one of thoſe families which Conſtantine. 
tranſplanted from Rome, and honoured with, his 
higheſt ſavours, In the reign of the emperor, Juſ- 
F 3, 
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tin, my father acquired n no ſmall mare 1871 

glory: he was eſteemed and cheriſhed by hi 
vereign. In the ſucceeding reign, undue. pre- 
ferences were given to others; at leaſt he thought 
ſo, and he retired in difcontent. Of that diſcon- 
tent he has ſince repented, and now for his qu he 
forms ſchemes of ambition, which he negletcted 
for himſelf.— Vou have opened enough to me, 
faid Beliſarius, and I. will not be an obſtacle to 
your advancement, You have convinced me 
that the diſpoſitions of your heart are good: the 
pleaſure ariſing from a generous way of thinking 
ſeems at once to be your motive and your recom. 
pence: and indeed that pleaſure is the ſweeteſt 
the mind can feel. But I forefee a danger of 
which you are not aware : by viſiting me, you wall 
involve yourſelf in the ruin of a man proſcribed. 
For let 'me tell you, my worthy young friend, 
that a court, whether right or wrong in its mea- 
ſures, never properly reviews its on deeds; it 
never reforms its conduct. Does it puniſh areal 
criminal? He will ſoon be forgotten: But has it 
injured the man of blameleſs integrity? He will 
be perſecuted with unrelenting, hatred ; for the 
very mention of his name is a ſatire on the times; 
and his exiſtence is, tothe conſcience of his ene- 
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WY . I take upon me all the riſk, ſays Tiberius; I 
'ﬀ will be reſponſible for my conduct. The empe- 


1 mies, an unceaſing remembrancer of guilt. 
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ror tidy kae erte, but * is ringer 
viction. 

If you mean hat be wil be open to {onvIRibh 
in regard to me, ſays Belifarius, you muſt not loſe 
a thought that Way. The meafure of my woes is 
full; the taifchief is done; arid may the emperor, 
for the peace of his future days, forget it all. 

Since you have gone ſo far, replied Tiberius, 
let me inſiſt upon a farther act of generoſity, to 
crown the Whole. Preſerve Juſtinian from the 
eternal reproach of letting you langujſh © away 
the remainder of your days 'in miſery. The 
humiliating condition in which 1 find you, is 
hocking to humanity, a diſhonour to the crown, 
the horror of every honeſt mind, and the utter 
diſcouragement of all virtue ike your own. | 

The virtue, replied Belifarius, that will'be 
diſcouraged by my misfortunes, is not like my 
own. But to deal frankly, I think it poſſible, 
23 you ſeem to do, that my wretched condition 
may awaken the mingled paſſions of pity and 
indignation. A poor blind old man can give no 
umbrage, and may excite compaſſion. For that 
reaſon, I am determined to live in obſcurity. - 
If I made myſelf known to your friends, it Was 
in an unguarded moment, 'when I Was provoked - 
by the intemperance of the company beyond 
the bounds of patience, It ſhall be the laſt in- 
diſcretion of my life, and this aſylum ſhall 'be 
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my grave. Farewel! The emperor may perhaps 
be ignorant that the Bulgarians have entered 
Thrace; be ſure to inform him of it. 
Tiberius withdrew, not a little . at 
the event of his negociation. The ſum of all 
that paſſed he reported to Juſtinian. A body of 
troops was immediately put in motion; 3. and in 
a few days the public tranquillity Was confirm- 
ed, by the expulſion, of the Bulgarians, Now 
then, ſaid the emperor to. Tiberius, we are at 
leiſure to viſit the unfortunate general. I will 
paſs myſelf for your father, and be upon your 
guard that nothing fall from you to undeceive 
him. Juſtinian had a lodge about half way to 
me aſylum of Beliſarius. Thither he betook 
himſelf, detached from his train of courtiers, 
and the next day proceeded on his viſit to the 
unfortunate hero. 


CHAP. VII. 


Anvp is this the hero's rehdence ? Is this 
the habitation of him, who ſo often brought me 


mouldering into ruin, As ſoon as they entered, 


victory and triumph? Theſe were the words of 
Juſtinian, as he paſſed under an old portico 
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Belifarius roſe to receive them. At the i; ght bf 


the venerable man, the 'emperor felt a pang of 


remorſe and ſhame for the condition to which 
he had reduced him. An exclamation of grief 
broke from him, and leaning on Tiberius, he 
covered his eyes with his hands, as if unworthy 
to behold the light which the hero ſaw no more. 
What mean thoſe tones of grief? ſays Beliſa- 
rius, .ä— have 28 my father to d ſee, you, re- 


F 


to my bee for he has a virtuous fön. Fr | 


tinian was obliged to comply with the requeſt, 
and as ſoon, as he felt the old man prefſing him 
to his boſom, his emotions were ſo ſtrong and 
tender, that he was unable to ſuppreſs his tears 
and groans, Reſtrain this violence of pity, laid 
Beliſarius; perhaps 1 aim not altogether Þ 
wretched as you imagine. Let us diſcourfe a 

little about What concerns yourſelf, and this 
young tnan, who will be a, comfort to you in 
your old age. Yes, replied the emperor, in 
ſhort and interrupted accents, yes—if you will 


condeſcend to let him attend your leftures 


upon human life, —Alas ! what can, 1 offer, ſaid 
Beliſarius, that a wiſe and good father has not 
already anticipated ?—You may inſtrut him, 
ſaid the emperor, in what I perhaps know little 
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of, the ways of courts, where he muſt paſs his 
days, For a long time I have had ſo little tom, Il © 
merce with men, that the world is as new to me 
as it is to him. But you, who. have ſeen thing 
in all their various aſpetts, may render him in- 
eſtimable ſervice; and therefore I entreat you 6 
to unboſom yourſelf to him.—If, he wants to 
give ſtability to fortune, ſaid Beliſarius, I am 
. unfit to read a leſſon on that head, as you per- 
ceive, Would he learn to be an honeſt man at 
the hazard of all that is dear to him? There 1 M* 
can be of ſome uſe, He is born with bright IM : 
advantages, and that is a primary requiſite, Wl! 
Very true, ſaid Juſtinian, he is deſcended from 
a race of noble anceſtors. —That was not my | 
meaning; but however, that is an advantage, if WW 
not perverted to a wrong uſe. Have you ever, Wl | 
young man, continued Beliſarius, refleted upon Ml | 
the true idea of nobility? It is a letter of cre- Ml | 
dit given you by your country uporr the ſecurity Will * 
of your anceſtors, in the confidence, that, at a Wl « 
proper period of life, you will acquit yourſelf WW 
with honour to, thoſe who ſtand engaged for Wl 
you. — But that credit, ſays, the emperor, is often | 
raſhly given.—No matter, reſumed Beliſarius ; 
it is notwithſtanding an inſtitution, of uſeful po- Wl 
licy. I imagine to myſelf, when a child of no- 
ble deſcent comes into the world, naked, weak, 
indigent, and helpleſs, like the offspring, of à 


5 


” i 6 


BELISARTUS. 59 
common peaſant, I then imagine to myſelf his eoun- 
try greeting him in this mamer: Welcome, 
my child! welcome to my arms! You will 
© hereafter be devoted to my ſervice, intrepid, 
« gallant, generous, and heroic as your famed 
© forefathers. They have tranſmitted to yon 
their own brilliant example; I confer upon 
« you their titles and their honours, ſtrong rea- 
© ſons both to rouſe you to an emulation'of their 


„ virtues,” This is the ſolemn ſcene I figure 


to myſelf : tan you ſuggeſt any thing to your 
fancy more awful and ſublime P— But this is 
rather carrying it too far, ſaid Juſtinian,—Not a 
jot, replied” Beliſarius; in the education of 
young minds, we muſt propoſe nobly to them. 
Let me add, there is frugality in dealing out 
pomp and honours with a liberal hand. For 
ſuppoſe, upon a fair eſtimate, that theſe incen- 
tives produce only two or three great men in + 
century: and what then? The ſtate has no- 
thing to complain of; nay, it has ample com- 
penſation. You, young man, muſt be one of 
thoſe who are to make this compenſation to your 
country, Here addreſſing himſelf to the empe- 
ror: You have allowed me, ſays he, to ſpeak in 
the ſtile of a father to him. Do it, I conjure 
you, replied Juſtinian.ä— Well then, my fon, 
you muſt begin with a perſuaſion that nobility 
s a lame, which blazes intenſely as long as it 
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can communicate. itſelf, but dies away as ſoon x 
it wants the proper materials to keep it alive and 
to ſupport it. Be mindful, therefore, young 
man, of your birth, for it impoſes. duties on 
you; be mindful of your anceſtors, for the ex- 
ample they have left you calls for your utmoſt 
ardour : remember, that the glory from them 
devolved upon you, is not an inheritance upon 
which you are lazily to ſubfiſt ; and, above al 
things, eradicate from your heart that ſupercili- 
ous. pride, which looks big with the conſcioul- 
neſs of a family name, and beholds with the ti- 
morous eye of ſcorn and jealouſy every prefer- 
ence obtained by honeſt merit. Ambition has 
in its nature a ſpurious fort of nobility ;. and 
therefore, by a kind of congenial influence, rea: 
dily infinuates itſelf into the minds of perſons 
well deſcended : but this paſſion, when carried 
to exceſs, is tinged with meanneſs, like any 
other motive of the heart. It ſwells with. its 
own importance, becauſe it afſects an air ſuperior 
to all the duties of an honeſt man. Would you 
mark its operations, and know its character dil- 
tinctly? | Obſerve the bird of prey, how it ho- 
vers over the field in a morning, and amidſt a 
thouſand animals marks out its deſtined: prey; 
even in the ſame manner ambition wakens to its 
early ſchemes, and plans the future deſtruttion 
of ſome ſplendid virtue, - Alas! my. friend, an 
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attachment to ſelf, which is indeed a natural 
propenſity of the heart, becomes enormous in a 
public character, whenever it fixes into a ruling 
paſſion, I have known men in my time, who 
would not heſitate to riſk the fafety of an whole 
army, or the well-being of the ſtate, in order to 
gratify the ſelfiſh views of inordinate ambition, 
Stung with envy at the ſucceſs of others whom 
they have not merit to emulate, they are for 
ever alarmed with the apprehenſion: of loſing the 
honour of ſome brilliant action; and, were they 
not reſtrained by fear, they would make every 
enterpriſe miſcarry, in which they have not the 
command; even the public good is a calamity 
to them, unleſs aſcribed to their own abilities. 
This ſet of men, whether in the cabinet or the 
feld, is the moſt pernicious race. The man of 
true honour feels within himſelf the beſt inti- 
mations of his duty, and he looks for no exter- 
nal motive, His God and his conſcience are 
the witneſſes of his actions, and to them only 
he makes his appeal. A generous opennels of 
heart, a calm deliberate courage, and a prompt 


zeal for the public ſervice, are at once the con- 


lituents of true greatneſs, and the beſt evi- 
dences of it, Pride, vanity, and envy, are the 
marks of a little and a narrow ſpirit, It is not 
enough that you make no pretenſion to the 
Praiſe which you have not merited: you muft - 
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even poſleſs the noble ſelf-denial, that can re- 
nounce the fame you have fairly earned, It 
muſt ever be remembered, that the, ſovereign ; is 
liable to error, for he is no more than man'; and 
the mind ought to be fore-armed with the con- 
fideration, that your country, and the age you 
live in, may form wrong judgments of you, nay 
that thoſe judgments may not be reverſed. by the 
equity of after-times, In that caſe, you muſt con- 
ſult your own heart, and in the manly ſelf-confe- 
rence enquire, M Were I reduced to the low 
condition of Beliſarius, would my innocence 
© ſupport me? Would the conſciouſneſs of. hav- 
ing diſcharged my duty make even affliction 
„ ſmile?” If you feel within yourſelf any inde- 
ciſion reſpecting this matter, live your days in ob- 
ſcurity: you have not the materials of a . 
character. 

Alas! ſaid Juſtinian, with a deep ſigh, what 
you exact is above the powers of man; and. you 
are yourſelf a terrible example. My example 
may at firſt appear terrible, enlied Beliſarius; 
but upon a cloſer view that impreſſion will wear 
away. Let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that the 
chance of war, à fit of illneſs, or a decay of na- 
ture, had deprived me of my fight; it would then 
have been among the common accidents of life, 
with nothing remarkable or pathetic annexed to 
it. And are not the vices of human nature # 
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mong the incidents of life?” Are they not in the 
ordinary courſe of things, as much as the plague 
that laid waſte the empire ? Does it ſignify by 
what inſtrument we fall? the wrath of a ſove- 
reign, the arrow of an enemy, or a grain of fand? 
They can all diſpatch us, and no matter which“. 
When we enter upon the ſtage of life, we muſt 
be prepared for the changes of the ſcene. You, 
Sir, who have ſent forth your ſon to a courſe of 
military tofl in the ſervice of his country; have 
you no preſentiment, no forecaſt to ' ſuggeſt to 
you the variety of perils he has to cope with ? Add 
to that account, the machinations of envy, the 
nares of treachery, the malice of diflimulation, 
and the clandeſtine ſtabs of calumny; and, if your 
lon lives to my age without being ruinedby them, 
you will allow that he had peculiar good fortune. 
Every thing in this life has its counter-balance. 
You ſee me now ſuperannuated, blind, and indi- 
gent, the tenant of an old caſtle in ruins; but 
look back to a ſpace of thirty years, adorned with 
happineſs, and bright with victory and triumphs 
review that period, and you will wiſh. your fon 
the lot of Beliſarius. Come, my worthy neigh- 
bour; we muſt ſummon up a little reſolution; 


* Democritum  pediculiz Socratem aliud pedicalorum 
genus, bipedes interemerunt. Quorſum hoc? Ingreſſus es 
vitam: navigafti ; vectus es; diſcede, M. Ax rox Ixus 
4 /: ipſo, lib. 3. | 
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| you feel the ſolicitude of a father; but your ſon, 
I ſtill flatter myſelf, does me the honour to 
envy me even now, Moſt aſſuredly I do, exclaim- 
ed Tiberius. — But he feels a virtuous envy, ſaid 
the emperor, interrupting him; and the object 
of it is not the ſeries of your victories, but that 
unſhaken courage which ſtands at bay with for- 
tune to the laſt. Courage is indiſpenſible, re- 
plied Beliſarius, but not merely that courage 
which can look death in the face: that is the bra- 
very of every common ſoldier. The courage of 
a general is an elevation of mind ſuperior to all 
human contingencies. Who think you, in my 
eſtimation, is the man of true courage? He who, 


at the utmoſt hazard, nay at the expence of his 


glory, continues obſtinate in the diſcharge of his 
duty. Such was Fabius, that Roman worthy, 
wiſe, temperate, and firm, who could hear. the 
cenſures of mankind for his delay, yet hold the 
even tenor of his conduct free from the irreſolu- 
tion of the vain, inconſiſtent Pompey, who choſe 
to hazard the fate of Rome and the univerſe, ra- 
ther than groan under the intol-rable pleaſantry 
of a joke, I will juſt mention a paſſage in my 
own life. In one of my kirſt campaigns, againſt 
the Perhans, the raſh advice of certain turbulent 
ſpirits in my camp prevailed upon me to give bit- 
tle, much againſt my own inclination. I loſt 


the day. For that miſcondu& I ſhall ever ſtand 
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{:lſ-condemned. Who lets thecapriceof opinion 
be the rule of his actions, will waver in uncertain» 
ty, without preciſion or dependence on himſelf. 
Let me aſk, what would be the conſequence, if, 
before we decide with ourſelves to be juſt and up- 
right, we ſhould reſolve. to wait: for a diſpaſſion- 
ate age of the world, and an infallible prince ? 
We muſt end therefore in this concluſion; keep 
right onward with firmneſs and intrepidity. Per- 
haps, when you reach the goal, Ingratitude and 
Calumny will be there untired; but Glory will 
ſy be there; and if not, Virtue may diſpenſe 
with it: ſhe will! never fail you. Even in the 
vileſt ſtate of miſery and oppreſſion, ſhe will be a 
faithful follower; and, oh! my good friend, if 
zou but knew how much a ſingle ſmile of Virtue 
outweighs all the fickle careſſes of Fortune 

Vour every word penetrates my ſoul, ſaid Juſti- 
nian in a tender tone of voice, and much embar- 
raſſed. How ineſtimably happy is my ſon to im- 
bibe theſe ſentiments at this period of life! It is in 
this ſchool that ſovereigns ought to ſtudy.— Let 
us ſay nothing of ſovereigns, replied Beliſarius; 
they are more to be pitied than we are. Ves, ſaid 
juſtinian, ſituated as they are, with not a friend, 
at leaſt without any of ability and courage e- 
nough to guide their ſteps, their caſe is lamentable 
indeed, My ſon is deſtined by his birth to live 
u courts; it may one day be his lot, in the coun:- 
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cils of his prince, or perhaps in a more intimate 
connection, to avail himſelf of theſe your lectures 
for the benefit of mankind. Do not diſdain to 
open and enlarge his underſtanding ; proceed to 
fill his young conceptions with fublime ideas of 
the true art of governing; inſtru him, ag you 
think the friend of a ſovereign ought to be. Juf- 
timan is now near his grave; but his more happy 
fucceſſor may have the pupil of Beliſarius for his 
fi iend.— Alas! ſaid the hero, would it were in 
my power once more, before I die, to be of ſervice 
to my country! But the obſervations my experi- 
ence has made, will be thought the reveries of a vi- 
ſionary old man. And indeed, in theory; ſyſtems 
are eaſily ſettled; difficulties riſe and diſappear. 
The projector is maſter of his combinations, and 
he arranges them at his eaſe. He adapts every 
thing with facility to all emergencies, and the 
wiſhes of mankind: he fancies himſelf free from 
the influence of paſſion, an unerring philoſopher, 
exempt from frailties, always enlightened, mode- 
rate, and wiſe, A ſweet illuſion this, and not 
likely to laſt long, but that the theoriſt ſoon extri- 
cates himſelf out of embarraſſments, and has the 
reins of government in his own hands. But this 
illuſion has its uſe, ſaid the young man; for even 


the chimerical idea of the beſt poſlible ſyſtem may 
be the model of a good, though imperfeR, inſti 
tution.—I wiſh it may, replied Beliſarius; but | 
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am not ſanguine enough to hope it. The very worſt 
arrangements of, civil policy, and the moſt de- 
ective forms of government, have their admirers 
and their zealots.—I will venture to promiſe on 
my part, faid Juſtinian, that your ſpeculations will 
not be thrownaway, if you will deign to communi- 
cate them to my ſon With all my heart, replied 
the hero; you deſerve that I ſhould be open and 
ingenuous with you. One condition I have to ex- 
2&, and that is, entire ſecrecy during the preſent 
reign in regard to our confidential talk. And 
why that caution? ſaid Juſtinian. Becauſe I 
am not willing, replied Belifarius, to grieve an 
aged emperor's breaſt, and cloud the ſunſet of his 
days with a proſpect of evils which he has not 
power to diſpel. Such was the firſt interview 
between them. ; 

On his way back, What an indclible diſgrace, 
ſaid Juſtinian, nottohaveknown and diſtinguiſh- 
ed ſuch a man ! It is thus, my beſt Tiberius, it is 
in this manner we are deceived, and rendered ty- 
rants againſt the inclination of our hearts. 

The emperor was haunted all night by the image 
of Beliſarius. The next day he ſaw him before 
his eyes in every apartment of the palace. In the 
evening, about the ſame hour, he ſet out to enjoy 


the melancholy pleaſure of a ſecond meeting, 
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25 


B ELISARIUS was walking a little way on the 


road with his guide. At fight of him, Juſtinian 
alighted from his carriage, and familiarly began: 
You find. us deep in meditation, repreſenting to 
ourſelves © the injuſtice of the ſentence--which 
wicked men extorted from an aged emperor. My 
ſon and I were engaged in a ſerious train of re- 
flections upon the wretched ſtate of ſovereigns, 
and the dangers that ſurround them. I could not 
help thinking ita wonderful event in the hiſtory 
of human affairs, that a whole people, conſiſting 
of free born men, and equal all by nature, ſhould 
with one joint aſſent reſign their rights into the 
hands ofa fingle perſon, a weak individual, afee- 
ble mortal like themſelves, ſubject to the ſame in- 
firmities, open to impoſition, liable to ſelf. delu- 
fon, and prone to errors, which in 'a moment 
may prove deſtructive to millions And do yon 
imagine, ſays Beliſarius, that in a ſenate, or an 
aſſembly of the people, there is more ſafety, 
greater wiſdom, or a ſteadier adminiſtration of 
juſtice? Was it under a monarchy that Camillus, 
Themiſtocles, and Ariſtides, were proſcribed? 
To multiply the members of government is to 
multiply its vices, for every individual mingles 
his own. The moſt ſimple form of government 
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is the moſt eligible ; and, whether ſtates were 
founded upon conqueſt or original -compatt, 
whether mankind agreed to transfer their natu- 
nl rights to the civil magiſtrate, 'or were by 
ſuperior force ſubdued into political ſociety 3 in 
either caſe it was reaſonable, that the moſt re- 
nowned for wiſdom or for valour ſhould attract 
the. popular regard, and gain the general ſuffrage 
in his favour, I am not therefore ſurpriſed that 
the magiſtrate or the hero ſhould be ſelected for 
the government of the whole ; but that a ſingle 
perſon could be found willing to accept fo pain- 
ful a pre-eminence, is matter of aſtoniſhment, — 
This part of the argument, ſaid Tiberius, is not 
ufficiently clear to my apprehenſion, —To form 
a diſtin& idea, replied Belifarius, it will help 
you much, if you will figure to your fancy the 
firſt formation of a ſtate, and place yourſelf alter- 
nately in the different characters of the people 
and the ſovereign. | D 

Where is the riſk, the people may be ſup- 
poſed to ſay, What hazard do we run in giving 
ſupremacy to a king? With the good of the 
whole we blend his happineſs ; we make them 
but one thing; the force of the community be- 
comes the ſtrength of the crown ; upon the ge- 
neral weal his glory is grafted; and the regal 
character is at once derived from the people, and 
ſupported by them. The general love of his 
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ſubjects will be his true ſelf. love, and his beſt 
intereſt will be found in juſtice, moderation, 
and beneficence. This muſt have been the po- 
litical creed of mankind.— But they did not 
take into their account, ſaid Juſtinian, the paſ- 
ſions and the complication. of motives that en- 
compaſs a prince. Very true, "exiled Belidlows 
they only thought of an inſeparable union of 
intereſts between the ſovereign and his people, 
That there ever could be a ſeparation of thoſe 
intereſts, and that the two parts of the body-po- 
litic ſhould. live in a ſtate of mutual hoſtility, 
did not enter into their idea. Uſurpation ap- 
peared to them a kind of ſuicide, that could only 
proceed from a total privation of reaſon; and 
ſhould the prince be ſeized with ſo extravagant 
a frenzy, they relied upon the wiſdom. of the 
legiſlature to controul the paſſions of a man 
grown an enemy to himſelf, They foreſaw, in- 
deed, that many might find their intereſt in mik- 
chief and evil deeds; but they perſuaded-them- 
ſelves, that ſuch a confederacy in vice would be 
a ſmall minority, againſt which a great, ſuperio- 
rity of good and honeſt men, with the prince 
at. their head, would always preponderate. And 
indeed, till fatal experience opeged the eyes of 
men, who could foreſee that kings would ever 
fink to ſuch a degree of infatuation, as to divorce 


themſelves from their people, and combine with 
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the avowed enemies of all the rights of man? 
A conduct like this is ſuch an outrage to nature 
and to reaſon, that it was neceſſary it ſhould ac- 
tually happen, before the poſſibility of it could 
be believed. It was not in the ſimplicity of 
ancient manners to expect ſo ſhocking: a revolu- 


on. 

1 conſider, on the other hand; the feelings 
ic. No ſovereigns in that early period of mankind, 
ole Une, on whom the ſupreme authority devolved, 
0. nuſt be deemed the party that had moſt reaſon 
Mo be alarmed : For if the father of a family, 
* Who has a charge of five or fix children to edu- 


ly cate, and to eſtabliſh in the world, feels an in- 
ceſſant anxiety that plants thorns upon his pil- 
nt ow, what muſt be the oaſe with the chief of a 
family which is counted by millions ? 

an Wo He muſt have reaſoned with himſelf in this 
manner: The compact which I make with my 
nul people binds me to live for their good only: the 


mM" Wpoſe of my life muſt be devoted to their hap- 
* pineſs, I engage myſelf by a ſolemn oath to 
1% eegard the good of the community in every le- 
ve Wilative act, and to ſubmit my own will to the 
\nd prit of the laws, In proportion to the power 
bt ommitted to me, my natural liberty is abridged, - 
V 


he more my ſubjects confide in me, the ſtrong- 
are the obligations-I am under. For the 
Kalltics of my nature, my errors, and my paſ- 


ce 
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fions, I render myſelf accountable; I give my 
people a kind of juriſdiction over me; and in 
ſhort, by conſenting to reign I abdicate myſelf, 
The private man is, as it were, annihilated, to 
make room for royalty to engroſs the ſoul. Can 
there be a more generous ſacrifice? an engage. 
ment of ſo ſolemn a nature? And yet theſe 
were the ſentiments of Antoninus and Marcus 
Aurelius: I have nothing properly my own,” 
ſaid one of them. My very palace is not 
© mine,” was the declaration of the other, The 
few of their ſtamp thought the ſame. 

- In the appendages of ſovereignty, vulgar er- 
ror marks only ſome external circumſtances of 
parade, which ſerve to awaken envy; ſuch ay 
palaces, the ſplendor of a court, the homage that 
is paid, together with the pomp and magnih- 
cence which policy attached to the regal ſtate, 
in order to give it ſanttion and authority. And 
yet, amidſt all this brilliancv, the ſovereign is 
no more than mere man, overwhelmed with 
ſplendid cares, diſtracted with anxieties, a {elt- 
conſuming votariſt for the public good, anda 
victim to his duty, if he be zealous to perform 
it, an object of ſcorn if he neglect it, and of de- 
teſtation ſhould he betray it. Under perpetual 
reſtraint, and fluctuating for ever betwixt good 
and evil, he finds himſelf environed with enc- 
mies to his quiet, with painful vigils, devouriny 
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cates, a tedious apathy, that makes him weary 
of himſelf, and ends in a diſtaſte to every thing. 
Behold there the portrait of a- king! It is true, 
invention has exhauſted itſelf to make his en- 
joyments counterbalance his cares; but his- cares 
are numberleſs, and his pleaſures are conſined 
within the ſcanty. cirele of his Wants. The 
higheſt luxury is not ingenious, enough to give 
him one new organ of ſenſation; and, While 
pleaſures ſolicit him on every ſide, nature, quite 
harraſſed down, forbids enjoyment, and the pall- 
ed appetite refuſes all. Thus, every thing about 
him is ſuperſluity.; his extenſive palace is but a 
void immenſe, of which he occupies a little cor- 
ner; under crimſon curtains and gilded cielings 
he ſeeks, in vain that ſweet repoſe which dwells, 
in the peaſant's cottage; and at his table, the 
pleaſure of the monarch ends, n 
craves no more. 

I perceive, {aid Fiberius, that every thing-can- 
not be enjoyed, Where every thing abounds; but 
is the pleaſure of . chooſing nothing in the ac- 
count? 

Alas! young 2 man, e. Bages my 
worthy young man! you are not acquainted with 
that incurable diſeaſe, ſatiety. | It is the moſt 
fatal languor of the mind. Are you acquaint» 
ed with the cauſe of it? The power of enjoy- 
ing with facility, makes us liſtleſs, and diſguſted 

WG. . 
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at every thing. Either our deſires have not 
time to revive, or they revive only to lothe the 
aMluence that invites too ſoon, Art has wearied 
itſelf in ſtudying: delicacies to provoke and 
_ quicken the languid appetite ; but the powers 

of perception are decayed, the inlets of plea 
ſure are obſtrufted ; the incentives to action are 
extinguiſhed in the ſoul, and delight itſelf has 
loſt both its allurements and its gratifications, 
Wo to the man who can command every thing 
with a wiſh ! for as, on the one hand, the pre- 
dominant idea of a total privation ſaps all the 
vigour of the mind, by fixing a train of cor- 
roding reflections; ſo, on the other, a conſtant 
habit of enjoyment gives inſipidity to” what 
were otherwiſe * and thus life loſes its 
reliſh, 

You will grant me, however, interpoſed T1 Ti. 
- berius, that there are refined and ſenſible de- 
lights, in their nature proper for the gratification 
of a monarch, which are always ſure to give 
rational enjoyment, without the danger of dil. 
guſting by repetition. As for inſtance ? ſays Be- 
Iiſarius.— The love of glory, for inſtance, re- 
plied the young man,—But what ſort of glory? 
Why, of all the various claſſes of glory re- 
nown in arms muſt hold the foremoſt place.— 
Very well; that is your poſition : and do you 
think the pleaſure” that ſprings from conquelt 
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has a ſincere and laſting charm in it ? - Alas! 
when millions are ſtretched in mangled heaps 
upon the field of battle, can the mind in that 
fituation taſte of joy? I can make allowance for 
thoſe who have met danger in all its ſhapes ; they 
may be permitted to congratulate themſelves 
that they have eſcaped with their lives: but in 
the caſe of a king born with ſenſibility of heart, 
me day that ſpills a deluge of human blood, and 
bids the tears of natural affection flow in rivers 
round the land, that cannot be a day of true 
enjoyment, 1 have more than once traverſed 
over a field of battle. I would have been glad 
to have ſeen a Nero in my place; the tears of _ 
humanity muſt have burſt from him. I know 
there are princes Who take the | pleaſure of -@ 
campaign, as they do that of hunting, and Who 
ſend forth their people to the fray, as they let 
ſlip their dogs; but the rage of conqueſt is hke 
the unrelenting temper of avarice, Which tor- 
ments itſelf, and is to the laſt inſatiable. A 
province has been invaded; it has been ſub- 
dued; it lies contiguous to another not yet at- 
tempted +: defire begins to kindle ; invaſion 
happens after invaſion : ambition irritates itſelf 
to new projects; till at length comes a reverſe . 
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7 8 fi angulus iſte 
Proximus accedat, qui nunc denormat agellum ! 

Hor, 
H 2 


Tay 


has depopulated, and melancholy with the re- 


his remains from the world. In my youth I ſau 


mournful 8 is it worth While. to be a con- 
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of fortune, which exceeds, in the mortification 
it brings, all the pride and joy of former vie- 
tories. But, to give things every flattering ap- 
pearance, let us ſuppoſe a train of uninterrupted 
ſueceſs: yet, even in that eafe, the conqueror 
puſhes forward, like another Alexander, to the 
limits of the world, and then, like him, re-mes- 
ſures back his courſe, fatigued with triumphs, 
a burden to himſelf and to mankind, at a loſs 
what to do with the immenſe tracts which he 
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flection that an acre of his conqueſts-would ſuf. 
fice to maintain him, and a. little pit-hole to hide 


the ſepulchre of Cyrus: a ſtone bore” this in- 
fcription + „I am Cyrus, he who ſubdued: the 
« Perfian empire. Friend, whoever thou art, 
© or wherever thy native country, envy me not 
« the ſcanty ſpace that covers my clay - cold 
«aſhes.+%” Alas! ſaid I, turning aſide from the 


queror ? 

Tiberius interrupted him with aſtoniſhment; 
Can theſe be the ſentiments of Beliſarius ? 
Yes, young man, thus thinks Beliſarius: hes 
able to decide upon this ſubje@. Of all the 
plagues which the pride of man has engender- 


+ Vide Pluta rch's Life of Alexander. 
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ed, the rage of conqueſt is the moſt deſtructive. 
—L muſt give up the point, ſays Tiberius; but 
ſtill there is a prerogative of enjoyment, a grati · 
fication worthy of kings, and that is the ſupreme. 
delight of ſerving mankind, a pleaſure ſpringing. 
from the happineſs of millions, —Ay! replied 
Beliſarius, if a king could be ſure of making a 
nation happy, his acceſſion were an objeft of 
envy; aſcending his throne, he would riſe to 
the great pre-eminence of diſpenſing public 
good, and guiding the reins. of government for, 
the welfare of mankind: This would be a ſa- 
cred privilege !: That a generous mind ſhould 
acrifice the-repoſe'of life to this great ambition, 
would not be matter of aſtoniſhment, But ad- 
dreſs yourſelf to the auguſt old man who now 
reigns over you, and-defire to be informed by 
him, whether to diſcharge the duties of his ſta-. 
tion is an eaſy taſk That a prince has done 
his utmoſt, replied. Juſtinian, to promote the 
welfare of. his ſubjects, to make their, burden, 
light, and to deſerve the love of bis people, a 
nation may ſometimes be willing to-believe. | 

They may believe it, ſaid Belifarius ; and ſome 
princes, even during their lives, have obtained 
that glorious ſuffrage. It has been the recom- 
pence of their upright government; their ſweet- 
eſt retribution, But without ſome ſingular, event 
to give ſincerity to public teſtimonials, unleſs, 
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ſome great and trying conjuncture happen, when 


the ſentiments of the people may be ſuppoſed 
to burſt forth in the honeſt effuſion of their 
hearts, what: prince can flatter himſelf that the 
addreſſes he receives are not ſuborned ? How 
can he perſuade himfelf that he hears the real 
ſenſe of the nation ? His courtiers vouch: for 
it; but who is reſponſible for them? While 
the ſong ob revelry echoes- through the palace; 
how: ſhall he be aſſured, that, in the remoter 
Parts of his dominions, the dome of the viceroy 
is not filled with the complaints of injured men, 
and the cottage of the lebourer with the-groans 
of miſery? The public feftivals are nothing 
but ſcenes acted before him, and the applauſe he 
meets is too often preconcerted. He" ſees'the 
vileſt of mortals canonized for deities; and 
though the vain tyrant, whoſe days are ſpent in 
one continued round of- voluptuouſneſs, may 
imbibe the incenſe which adulation offers, yet 
the man of virtue, who made his reign a painful 
endeavour. to do all the good that depended on 
him, cloſes an honourable life in anguiſh, and 
deſcends to the tomb of his anceſtors, Without 
ever being ſure that he had one ſincere friend. 
When I reflect that Juſtinian is in this fituation, 
and that he is likely to carry with him to his 
grave a perſuaſion that Beliſarius was a traitor, 
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ind never loved him, I own myſelf forely ona 
ed: it is a ſtab to my very heart. ö 

No! exclaimed the emperor with nnuitbbſity; 
(and then recollefting himfelf ſuddenly) ; no, ſaid 
he in a more deliberate accent, a prince is not al- 
ways unhappy to ſuch a degree, as not to know, 
that, in the courſe of his reign, he has been truly 
loved, 2 

Be it ſo, replied Belifarius; he knows that he 


is loved; and yet, even this ſweet reflection is ; 


daſhed with bitterneſs. Certain it is, the good 
of his people muſt be dear to him, in proportion 


as he thinks himſelf dear to them; and in confe- 
quence, whatever good he does, or Whatever evil 


he wards off from them, the account appears to 
kim, in the general maſs of good and evil; ſo in- 
adequate to his wiſhes, that at length, in the even- 
ing of a long and ſtormy life, he ſeriouſly puts 
the queſtion,” What good have I done?“ 
Struggling with adverſities, and yet unable to ſub- 


due them, What muſt he his regret, when he fits. 


down conſcious of his feeble efforts, and ſees him- 
ſelf a ſlave to the emergencies of the day, obliged 
to govern by expedients only? Mareus Aurelius 
is the prince upon record ho beſt deſerved to 
ſee the world happy under his adminiſtration®, 
and yet, what a reign was his? a ſcene of wild 


Iſte virtutem omnium, celeftiſque ingenll extitit, #rum-+ 
uſque publicis quaſi defenſor objectus eſt, Aurel. Vic. | 


ters of the world for thirty years together; the 


— 
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commotion, in which all. the accumulated ills of 
life ſeemed to crowd themſelves together . One 
would have thought it an infurre&ion of all na- 
ture, a general conſpiracy to baffle every effort of 
wiſdow-and of virtue. It is a melancholy taſk, 
that he who raiſed a temple to Beneficence, was 
doomed to ſee the blackeſt period of diſtreſs and 
miſery, But not to go ſo far back for examples, 
was erer a reign more diſtinguiſhed for activity, 
for vigour, and apparent ſucceſs, than this of Jub 
tinian ? A ſeries of war and victory in three quar- 


loſſes of a century repaired in one reign; the peo- 
ple of the North and of the Weſt exterminated be · 
yond the Danube andthe Alps; tranquillity eſta- 
bliſhed through all the provinces of Aſia kings 
overthrown, and led in triumph; the deſolation 
of a plague, the waſte of invaſions, andthe ruin of 
earthquakes, effaced almoſt from the memory of 


man, by the reſtoring hand of unwearied virtue; 


places of defence, and temples without number, 
the former built from the ground, and the latter 
decorated with every ſplendid ornament !- Theſe 
were the works of Juſtinian's reign ! imperial 
works! how glorious! how magnificent! And 
yet, what a falling off! Behold him now in the 


Ut prope nihil, quo ſummis angor ibus alteri mortales 
ſolent, dici ſeu cogitari queat, quod non, Illo imperante, 
ſxvierits Aurel. Vid. 
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decline of old age! what has he done? That 
victorious arm was never able to fix the empire 
upon a durable foundation ; at this very inſtant it 
totters to its ruin; that is at laſt the cloſe of all 
his labours, the fruit of ſo many triumphs. © Let 
this, Tiberius, be a leſſon to you; let it inftru&t 
you to view with pity the ſplendid miſery of 
kings, to rejudge their actions with lenity, and, in 
particular, to conceive no diſaffection to a vene- 
rable ſovereign, on account of the ills which he 


has let fall, or the _ which he has omitted 


to do. 

You alarm me, ſaid Tiberius; with theſe reflec- 
tions: my firſt advice to any friend of mine upon 
athrone, ſhall be to abdicate it. To abdicate it 
replied Beliſarius; that you will not do: cou- 
rage will never be the adviſer of deſertion. Were 
you ever induced, by peril and fatigue, to abandon 
the ſword? There is no difference, in this 
view of things, between a ſword and ſceptre. It 
is incumbent upon every man to crowd into his 
life all the duties he can. Endeavour not to con- 
ceal from your friend, that he muſt inevitably be 
2 victim to thoſe about him; but make him ſen- 
ible, at the ſame time, that there is a pleaſure, as 
well as a pain, in being thus ſacrificed; and that, 
in order to inſure his true recompence, he muſt 
inflame his imagination with the enthuſiaſm of 
public virtue, and muſt thence deduce the ſweet 
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reward of all his generous labours}—Andwhere 
is this reward to be met with interpoſed” Tibe. 
rius.—It conſiſts, returned Beliſarius, in our 
own in ward conſciouſneſs; it is purely ſentimen- 
tal, and ſprings out of the reflection that We find 
0 within our breaſts, the active principles of humen- Wl | 
ity, ſocial affection, generous ſympathy, thoſe Wlf 
amiable qualities which conſtitute the dignity of Wl : 
our nature, and merit the approbation of earth Will: 
and heaven. Can you imagine that à king has Wl; 
ſuch contracted views, as to riſe in a morning to ! 
balance the account of what he may merit in'the Wl, 
courle ef the day ? His language to himſelf, -1 Wl 
take it, muſt be, Awake!” ariſe } and with you let Wl £ 
juſtice and benevolence open their eyes on the WM. 
world. Diveſt yourſelf of little ſelfiſh paſſions, of y 
your ſchemes of private gratification, and reſign Will : 
even the repoſe of your life, You do not live for 8 \ 
yourſelf alone; the ſoul of a whole people ſtir Bl [ 
within you; your will is the will of millions, Wl - 
and, properly promulgated, receives the ſanction n 
of a law, Let the law then be the rule of your Bl i 
government; and remember, that on the happines Wl i 
of numbers your own intereſt is graftedt. . You 


+ Homo qui benefecit, ne pleufum quzrat : fed ad aliul 
negotium tranſeat quemadmodum. vitis, ut rurſum fuo dem- 
pore uvam producat, Marc. Antonin. hb, J* | 

t Man, cum gravatim 4 ſomno ſurgis, in promptu tibi ft I, 
cogitare te ad humanum opus faciendum ſurgere. Non ſents h 
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ne moved, Tiberius! your hand trembles in mine! 
et me bid you reſt aſſured, that the very tears of 
virtue have imexpreſſible delight. Virtue, it as 
rue, cannot aſcertain a conſtant good, unmixed 
with evil; but is there ſuch a thing in human 
life? And if there is, for whom is it reſerved 7 
For the inactive, the wicked, and unworthy ? The 
miſchief which a patriot prince cannot remove, 
draws tears from his humanity; but they are not 

the bitter tears of envy, remorſe, and turpitude. 
They are the pleafing forrows of a Titus,, ho 
weeps that he has loſt a day: they are pure as the 
ſource from which they ſpring, You may there- 
fore aver to your friend, and pray aver it with 
energy, as if ſome god were breathing through 
you, that, armed with virtue, he will never know 
the pang of envying the fortunes of the vile ane 
wicked, But this conſtancy of mind, this true 
ſupport of virtue, is not the ſpontaneous growth 
of the human breaſt ; the ſpirit of a young prince 
muſt be attempered to itz and how he is to be 
initiated, we will 2 the ſubject of to en 
interview. 
He moulds me to his will, ſaid Tiberius to Jut: 
linian ; his power, over my foul is irreſiſtible ; he 
inks, inflames, and elevates at his own di cretion, | 


Nam muſta poſſis rreeftare, de quibus n! 
"uz ad ea non aptæ; et tamen adhuc, prudens ſeienſqus, 
bumi fixus hæres! Marcus dntonin, lib. 5. 
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ble time in penſive ſilence. To diſpel the gloom, 
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—He tears my very heart, replied the emperor; 
then fetched a deep ſigh, and remained a conſider. 


His court tried all its gaieties, but every endeavour 
was fruitleſs importunity. On the morrow, hav. 
ing ſignified his inclination. to take a, ſolitary 
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walk, he ſtruck into a neighbouring wood; Ti- Wh 1 
berius was there in waiting, and together they Wl 
went to their appointment. The young man did n 
not fail to revive the topic which had been pro- 0 
miſed, and Beliſarius proceeded in the following a 
manner. | 1 I rere F 
8 

h 
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2 | | | ul 
Ir has been made a queſtion, Whether it be pa- l 
ible to love virtue for its on ſake only? of 
So generous a principle, it muſt be acknowledg- Wl i 
ed, is the ſublime inſtinct of certain choſen ſpi- Wl ( 
rits. Icall it an inſtinct: for whenever it is the ſt 
work. of reflection, it degenerates into intereſt: b 
nor can this propoſition. be underſtood to dero- Wil t 
gate from human nature. I will ſhew you, that Wl tt 
virtue, like friendſhip, . refines itſelf by degrees Bl de 


from the droſs of intereſt, and takes a more exalt- 
ed nature: the . of one will illuſtrate 
the other, 
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It is to views of convenience, of pleaſure, and 
utility, that friendſhip owes its origin. The effect 
in the procels i is detached. from the cauſe: the 
notives ſubſide, and the ſentiment produced keeps 
poſſeſſion of the heart: a ſecret charm inſinuates 
itſelf, and, by the force of habit, mingles with our 
very love of exiſtence, In this ſtate of the mind, 
uncaſy ſenſations may take place inſtead of pro- 
miſed joys; but till, the heart which has taſted 
of friendſhip will, rather than renounce-it, forego 
al the ſoothing- camforts it expected to enjoy. 
Friendſhip is a ſympathy which commences in 
gaiety and exultation, and gathers ſtrength in the 
hour of affliction... The ſame may be affirmed of 
virtue t. To engage your affections, it muſt firſt 
attract, by an appearance of the agreeable or the 
uſeful; for before we are enamoured of her, we 
ore ourſelves; and till we know the real ſweets 
of virtue, we look for gratifications very different 
from what ſhe affords. When Regulus, in the 
ſpring of life, beheld her for the firſt time, ſhe 
ſtruck him with the pomp of triumph, and the 
ſplendor of glory. Whether he abandoned her af- 
terwards, when ſke had nothing to give but fetters, 
the torture, and the funeral pile, Reed. not now 
be mentioned. 


I Si quid in vità human invenis potius juſtitia „veritate, 
temperantià, fortitudine, ad ejus amplexum totis animi vis 
fidas contendas, ſuadeo. Marcus Antonin, lib, ili. 
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You muſt therefore begin by ſounding the tem. 


per of the prince, and diſcovering the objects that 


chiefly ſtrike his fancy. To be free, powerful, 
rich, obeyed by his · ſübjekts, eſteeme 4 thigh 
life, and happy in the proſpe& of future fame, 
will perhaps be the prevailing deſires. Tafomm 
him, therefore, that from virtue alone he can ob- 
tain, what he pants for, and you will not miſſead 
him. Ivy ae 
There is a ſecret in the art of governing, tov 


often concealed from the pride of kings, in Which 


every well- diſpoſed prince ought to be early in- 
ſtructed, and that is contained in this ſober truth! 
there is no abſolute power except that of the l, 
and he who aims at deſpotiſm enſlaves Himſelf, 
For what is law but the will of the Whole com- 
munity}, expreſſed by one man, in the fame man- 
ner as his power is the whole force of the ſtate 
collected in himſelf? But when the will of one is 
erected in oppoſition to the whole, the force of 
the body politic will then be ſet againſt the prince, 
who reſorts to the practice of dividing, weaken- 


ing, and ſubverting, the ſtrength of the Kingdom; 
or perhaps, at length he is in open arms againſt it 


Inſtead of being the father of his pevple, he i 
now their tyrant: he governs by intrigue; and 
ſtrives, by little arts of policy, to delude, ſurpriz*, 
alarm, and terrify his ſubjects into a tame ſub- 


+ Communis ſponſio civi:atis, Pand, lib, i. tit. 3+ 
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miſſion; or elſe he reſorts to his agents of de- 
ſtruction, who ſell the blood of their countrymen, 
and march ſword in hand through the realm, co- 
rering all with deſolation, till murder has taken. 
olf every honeſt man Who · dared to reſiſt the yoke, 
and vindicate the rights of nature. Hence the 
rage of civil commotions, in which.a brother ſays 
to his, brother, Die, or yield to the tyrant, who 
las paid me for cutting your throat. Proud of 
an uſurpation maintained by force of arms, or 

founded.on ſuperſtition, the tyrant congratulates 

himſelf: but, let his heart tremble within him, if 
he ever ceaſe to pamper the pride, or controul the 

licentiouſneſs of his deteſted party. While they 
ſcrve him, they chain him to themſelves by his 
tears; and for the obedience they pay their cap- 
uve king, they demand in return impunity for 

their crimes, Being thus grown the oppreſſor of 
one part of his ſubjeRs, he is a ſlave to the other; 
as mean and, abje& to the bad, as fierce and do- 
mineering to the good. Conſtrained to manage 
with his accomplices, he is obliged to ſtudy how 
to gratify them, that the paſſions which liſted on 
his fide, may not revolt from him; for he knows 
their fierce and dangerous quality, ſince they have 

already marked their way with ruin, and broke 

alunder all the ties of nature and humanity, The 

tyger, trained to the chaſe, and educated by man 

to the {kill of devouring, will fly at his maſter, if 
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* a ſhare of the prey be withheld from him. The 
tyrant's compact with his factors of miſchief ls 
preciſely the ſame. 

The ſupreme power; therefore, as it approaches 
to tyranny, becomes feeble in proportion, and de- 
pends for ſupport upon the men who have leagued 
themſelves againſt the conſtitution. It muſt be 
ever attentive to the tools of a party, leſt they 
ſhould make a defection to the intereſts of their 
country. Every mark of compliance, reſpeR, and 
the moſt ſervile toleration, muſt be paid to them, 
to the utter ſubverſion of juſtice, and the negleſt 
of all ſound policy. The prince muſt defcend to 
the meaneſt deferences, the moſt flagrant partia- 
lity, the humbleſt diſſimulation, and even ſo low 
as to wear the ſmiles of content, with nn 

at his heart. 

The prince that would govern Seeg SM 
true ſpirit of civil policy, muſt make the laws the 
ſole rule of his conduct: for his authority is in- 
ferior to the laws, founded upon the will and the 
whole force of the community. He will, in that 
caſe, know no enemies but the baſe and wicked, 
the common enemies of ſociety. Whoever in- 
tereſts himſelf in the ſupport of order and the 
public tranquillity, is an aſſertor. of the ſovereign 
authority which protects him. Every citizen, in al 

the declared foe of his prince, beholds his own 
perſonal enemy, Party diviſion is baniſhed from in 
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the ſtate, and the ſovereign, in league with his 
people, is rendered rich and powerful by the 
wealth and power of his people. Under no ne- 
ceſſity to intrigue with parties, he reigns in free - 
dom, perhaps in juſtice, with his crown firm and 
unſhaken on his head. His adminiſtration, fixed. 
upon the baſis of law and public ſecurity at home, 
becomes reſpettable to foreign powers; and, as 
ke is never inſtigated by caprice and pride to wage 
a war of ambition, his armies, maintained and re- 
culated under proper diſcipline, are ready to take 
the field with vigour and with. ſpirit, when the 
public cauſe. demands the exertion of the ſtate a · 
zainſt the author of civil;diſcord, or the foreign. 
ulurper, Oh !, my friend, let juſtice be the baſis. 
ol the ſupreme authority, and the love of a. grate» 
ſul people will not fail to be its moſt invigorating. 
principle, and its beſt ſupport. The ſlave, will 
ght · but reluctantly for his priſon and his chains; 
but the citizen, who is ſecure in his civil rights, 
who loves his prince, and is reciprocally beloved, 
will hazard himſelf in the defence of the autho- 
rity to which he is. indebted for his own protec- 
ton, Amidſt the hardſhips of the campaign, and 
the perils of battle, he fcels himſelf inflamed with, 
the idea that he is ſtruggling for his fires and his 
altars, for all that can be dear to him. | 

Ah! theſe leſſons, ſaid Tiberius, fink deep 
into my heat; they are delivered with words. 
I. 3 | 
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that burn; they kindle a flame in the ſoul. 
When ſhall I be able to inſpire the breaſt of 
kings with ſentiments like theſe ? 

It is now clear, replied Behſarius, that the 
true ſplendor and authority of fovereighs are 
founded on juſtice ; that virtue and 'beneficente 
ſtrengthen the foundation; and that the moſt 
abſolute prince is he who reigns in the hearts of 

— his people. From what you have ſaid, inter- 
poſed Tiberius, it is now plain that true policy 
and reaſon are convertible terms; and that the 
art of governing conſiſts in following the ſug- 
geſtions of wiſdom and of virtue. Von ire 
perfectly right, replied Beliſarius; nothing can 
be more fimple; more eaſy in the practice, and 
ſure. of its effect. The emperor Juſtin, origi- 
nally an honeſt peaſant of Illyria, who came to 
a throne from the plough, found the way to en- 
dear his adminiſtration to mankind. Was it 
owing to his-{kill in politics? Far from it; it 
was owing to the rectitude of his mind, and the 
amiable diſpoſitions of his heart. Were it my 
lot to govern, I ſhould endeavour to copy that 

great example. Far be from the breaſt of a 
prince that fly, flow policy, that looks with an A 
oblique eye upon every thing; It looks about BI be 
indeed with a kind of indirect prudence, and Wl !'0 
recoils in time from rocks and precipices; but WW " 
it is diſquietude at beſt, How uplike the ſer> WF ©: 


— TR — — = 


c * 


= 25 P Goes 
— — — — w 
» 
* 


— — — p 
— — — — * — 


— — — 
* — 
—— 


—— — - —w_ 


; 
' 
'q 
i 


— 


o 
— 


a 2 B > = SA . a tr onde: 


zut 


9 


2E LIS AR IU. 3 
rity enjoyed by him who loſes all thoughts f 
felf in the love of millions, and is therefore 
leſs expoſed than the moſt waty, circumſpeR, 
and ſuſpicious: tyrant! But the misfortune is; 
the prince is too often alarmed by artful and 
deſigning men: he is taught to conſider his 
people as an enemy to be dreaded: and that 
dread, as ſoon as impreſſed, lends reality to 
the ideal danger; for it gives birth; to miſtruſt, 
and miſtruſt is the mother of hatred and of ma- 
You have obſerved that a prince, a; man al- 
moſt ſolitary and without connections, has his 
cares and wants contrafted into very, ſcanty li- 
mits; that at his eaſe he commands all the real 
good in life; that he is narrowly circumſcribed ; 
and all beyond a ſmall circle, is vanity, illuſion, 
and deceit. While nature preſcribes to him to 
be moderate in his deſires, all things about him 
rritate his paſſions, and ſtimulate intemperance. 
Alas! were it his aim to live, in harmony. with 
his people, he would have no party. but his. ſub- 
jets, no intereſt but that of the ſtate. How 
differently are things circumſtanced at preſent ! 
All confidence is extinguiſhed ; the neceſſity of 
deing ever guarded. againſt a turbulent and ſedi, 
tous populace is inculcated ; and a ſtanding ary 
my is maintained to terrify thoſe who ſhould be 
ucriſhed by their ſovereign. By theſe means 
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the prince lives at variance with his ſubjects; 
his party is formed, and Ambition, with a train 
of inordinate deſires, ſtalks at the btad of i. 
This hydra of faction is ever inſatiable, and yet 
unconſtitutionab means muſt be tried to ſatisfy 
its rapacity, Here then is the: firſt ſpring of 
that monſtrous — which we have 
known in the empire, between the provinces of 
the people and the provinces of the: emperor, 
between the intereſts of the: ſubje& and thoſe of 
the prince. The idea of property ſhould never 
enter the thoughts of the ſovereign. When 
once his imagination is ſtruck with it, it follows, 
that the ſecurity of his crown and his life ſeems 
to depend upon that property, and by a natural 
progreſs avarice takes poſſeſſion of him, He 
thinks himſelf enriched by the impoveriſhment 
of his people ; and whatever rapacity has ſeized, 
is ſet down as clear gain. In proportion as the 
ſubject is plundered, he appears: to the jealous 
prince reduced to a deeper ſubjection. Hence 
ſchemes of rapine on the one hand, diſcontent 
and repining murmurs on the other; and hence 
the dark ſeeds of civil war, which; like a ſmo- 
thered flame, lie brooding in the very heart of 
the ſtate, and at length break out in- ſudden 
eruptions all over the land. Of his private cof. 
fers the ſovereign now thinks he has the full ad- 
vantage; he congratulates himſelf on the pru- 
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lence which ſettled his meaſures ſo long before- 
hand; but, ſhort-fighted man! he little per- 
ceives that, by being juſt, he would have been 
above ſuch little timid precautions; and that all 
the mean, and of courſe cruel, paſſions, which 
lit for bire in his cauſe, would be vile and uſe- 
leſs, if virtue were the ſpring of his actions. 
This, my friend Tiberius, this is the doarine 
which the future. ſovereign ought to hear from 
you. Let him once be perſuaded that the ſtate 
ind the ſovereign are but one thing: let him 
underſtand that this political union conſtitutes his 
rue ſtrength, the baſis of his dignity, his honour, 
and his peace; ant ideas of property will then 
de rejected as ſordid and unworthy 1. His ſo- 
ld advantage will be placed in the good he pro- 
cures for his people; and thus his paſſions will 
l transform themſelves to the virtues of a patriot 
king, juſt and equitable for his own | intereſt, 
moderate upon principles of ambition, and be- 
nevolent through very ſelfiſhneſs. - It is by con- 
idering things in this way, my worthy friends, 
that truth appears the parent of virtue. But 
„brach, I grant you, appears at firſt with an auk- 
f ward mien at court. He who gains her fixſt au- 
fence from a king, muſt have been - endowed 
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{ The emperor Trajan was uſed to compare the treaſurg 
0 2 prince to a ſwelled and diſtempered ſpleen, wan bore 
ſeebles and conſumes che reſt of the body. 
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94 REL 1 AR 1 US. 
with no ſmall degree of courage. When flattery 
has taught the pernicious maxims, that princes 
reign for themſelues alone; that royal inde. 
pendence conſiſts in the gratifications! of: deſire, 
and that even caprice is a ſtate-law ; the faithful 
and honeſt counſellor who undertakes to tefute 
this notable ſyſtem, will not be graciouſly, re- 
ceived; but let him be ence heard, and he will 
gain the royal ear: one truth eſtabliſned, the 
reſt may be poured upon him with rapidity, 
for they are ſure of their effect; and the prince, 
0 . will. e e . 
ſton. | 

Truth will now ela SC Rs, ks 
and virtue in its turn will lend embelliſhments 
to truth. It is indiſpenſibly neceſlary that the 
latter ſhould enlighten the: mind; for the incli- 
nation of our nature to a good, 'whoſe value is 
not explained, is merely a blind, a vague, and 
uncertain inſtin&. But à defire to ſerve man- 
kind is virtue, founded on the knowledge of re- 
mote and extenſive. conſequences. To know 
the intereſts of humanity, is the true ſtudy of a 
prince. Whatever is juſt, Whatever is uſeful 
that is truth, and the truth a king ſhould in- 
veſtigate: it is the great band of ſociety; in all 
buſineſs, in every tranſaction of life, it upholds 
the chain of moral duties; on mutual wants and 


mutual aids grafts human happineſs, a0 and makes 
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the author of public good à partaker of the 
bleſſings he beſtows. This is the fit employ- 
nent of a prince; to this he ſhould dedicate: his 
ys; to know himſelf, and the nature of mant; 
to develope the ſecret movements of the heart, 
the operations of habit, the ſpecific qualities of 
character, the influence of opinion, the powers 
ind the weakneſſes of our frame; to ſtudy in- 
tenſely, and not with -ffivolous curioſity, but a 
fixed and Ready determination of the will, with 
perſeverance alarming to flatterers, the temper, | 
the manners, and the reſources of his people, 
together with the conduct of miniſters ; and in 
this noble enquiry to let in light to the judg- 
nent on every ſide; wich a deteſtation of the 
clandeſtine informer, and a generous encou- 
nagement of thoſe who have the ſpirit to call. 
loud for a redreſs of grievances committed in 
his name, Theſe afe the things which -conſti- 
tute the love of truth; and thus, ſaid he, ad- 
creſſing himſelf to Tiberius, thus every prince 
vill love it, who is, as he ought to be, perſuad- 
ed, that to be great, he muſt be juſt and upright. 
ln conveying theſe ſentiments to him, you-will 
inſtrut him how to be free and independent in 


„n Sir mn 100% ÞÞ 


f Quznam ſunt « eorum mentes, — * ns ſtudent, que 
tabent in honore, que amant: cogita te nudas ipſorum 
mentes intueri. Marc. Auen. lib, Ix. 1470. 


done, ſaid Tiberius, when I am armed with your 


Fear Him; it „ ene had endeavour- 
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| Belifarius, expecting his viſitors; ſcated himſelf 


96 BELISARIUS 

jealous of his liberty. To make him ſenſible 
of this, will be the, arduous part of your un- 
dertaking : this is the point which; you muſt 
labour with aſhduity and firmneſs, —It ſhall be 


inſtruftions———Here the converſations broke of, 
and they took leave of each other. 
It Has happened by ſome ſtrarige fatality, Lid 

the emperor, that in all ages and countries,” the 
friends of mankind have been hated by tholehwho 
are bound to be the fathers of the people.” The 
popularity of Belifarius was his only crime - it 
was that alone proboked his enemies, and per- 
haps alarmed my jealouſy. Alas ly they made me 
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2 the e on the following day 


again under the old oak upom th val, where 
he had received them the evening before: He 
ſaid, in a loud ſoliloquy, To have found o 
virtuous men, who beguile me froth myſal, and 
enter thus into a. diſcuſhon . the great objects 
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BELTISARTUS 97 
of humanity, is a circumſtance. that alleviates my 
misfortunes, ' How ſoothing to contemplate the 
ſocial intereſts of man! My afflictions are ſoft- 
ened by it! The very idea of being but re- 


motely conducive to the welfare of nations, has 
raiſed me above myſelf; and now I ſee how the 
diſfuſion of benevolence to a „ aſli - 
milates man to his Divine Creator, r. 

Juſtinian and Tiberius overheard theſe laſt 
words as they approached. Vou are warm in 


the praiſe of -beneficence, ſaid. the emperor; and 


indeed beneficence, of all the virtues, affords 
the moſt endearing and the ſweeteſt ſenſations. 
Happy the man whoſe lot t is to enjoy ſo no- 
ble a pleaſure And yet this ſupreme delight 
muſt be taſted with moderation, replied the he- 
10; for even goodneſs itſelf, if not conducted 
by wiſdom and juſtice, degenerates into an 


oppoſite vice. Attend, young man, ſaid he to 


Tiberius, and mark what 1 have to offer on this 
head, 

Of ſovereign G the gs act is the 
diſtribution of favours and marks of grace: this 
partakes of the nature of beneficence, and is 
therefore a pleaſing exertion of power; but in 
the exerciſe of it, it is requiſite that the prince 
ſhould be guarded againſt ſeduction. The whole 
of his intelligence muſt ariſe from thoſe who 
2pproach his perſon; and of that number, there 
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is not one who does not for ever inculcate, that 
the ſeat of majeſty is in the court; that all regal 
ſplendor is derived from the brilliant appear- 
ance that enlivens the palace; and that the moſt 
valuable prerogative of the crown diſplays it- 
ſelf by a profuſion of favours which are ſtiled 
the munificence of the ſovereign. Gracious 
Heaven! the munificence ! it is the ſubſtance of 
the people he beſtows; the Tpoils of the poor 
and indigent ! Thus the prince is deceived by 
words: adulation and treachery beſiege his 
throne ; aſſiduity for ever pays its court; and the 
habit of refuſing nothing gains upon the eredu- 
lous ſovereign,” who little thinks of the tears 
extorted from the poor by the extravagance of 
the court: exultation fills the palace, and every 
room echoes with praiſes of the royal munifi- 
cence. That munificence aſſumes the mien of 
virtue, and wealth is ſquandered without conſi- 
dering from whence it came. Alas! would 
kings reflect how their ſplendor grows out of 
the miſery of others; and for the ſake of an 
ungrateful crew, what a number groan in wretch- 
edneſs! But, Tiberius, the prince who has one 
true friend will be ſure to know this; and he 
will know beſides, that true beneficence conſiſts 
more in economy than laviſh diſtribution ; that 
every partial grant is injuſtice to merit, and that 
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. from injuſtice. ſpring all the worſt evils that can 
diſtract a ſtate, | 

You behold: the oninibernes of ſovereigns, 
fid Tiberius, with an eye of ſeverity.— I conſi- 
der it in its true light, replied the hero, as 2 
nere perſonal attachment, which, in the choice 
of men for public offices, counteracts the natu- 
ral eourſe of juſtice, of nature, and of reaſon. 
For juſtice appropriates honours to virtue, and 
rewards to merit: for the arduous buſineſs of 
high employments nature brings forth great 
abilities and conſummate talents; and ſurely | 
reaſon directs, that of men the beſt poſſible uſe 
ſhould be made: but partiality confers the re- 
compence due to virtue upon elegant and po- 
liſhed vice: and thus complaiſance is preferred 
to honeſt zeal, adulation to truth, and meanneſs 
to elevation of ſoul, - The ſuperficial gift of 
pleaſing, as if it were ſuperior to every other 
gift of nature, aſpires to all the favours of the 
crown, and generally engroſſes them, From 
thele premiſes it may be inferred, that partiality 
in the diſtribution} of favours is the ſure mark 
of a bad reign ; and the prince who reſigns into 
the hands of a favourite, the honour of his 
crown, and the welfare of his people, brings 
matters to this dilemma; he either ſets a ſmall 
value upon what he confides to his favourite, or 
he alcribes to his own choice, the power of 

K 2 
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transforming the ſouls of men, as if he were 
able to mould a ſtateſman or an hero out of 2 
fuperannuated ſlave or a youthful profligate; 

That,” faid Tiberius, would be an attempt of 
the moſtabſurd futility ; but employments abound 
in all ſtates, which may be Wi eber ve 0 
men of very ordinary talents, 

Not a ſingle employment, replied Belifarius 
which does not demand, if not an able, at leaſt 
an honeſt man; but royal favour is little ſolicit- 
ous about the one or the other: on the contra - 
ry, both are neglected, or, ſtill worſe, they are 
ſore to meet all the little indignities of a ſcorn- 
ful repulſe. Hence every talent dies in itz 
bloom, and every virtue withers in the bud. Of 
talents and of virtues, emulation is the vivifying 
ſoul; but partiality is immediate<deathy The 
ſtate in Which this vice preveils, may be com- 
pared to thoſe waſte and deſolate tracts, where 
certain uſeful plants ſpontaneouſly ſnoot up, but 
are robbed of their nutriment by the briars and 
brambles that infeſt the land: and yet this image 
of phyſical evil, does not fully expreſs the po- 
litical miſchief; for under a reign of favourit- 
iſm, the briars and the brambles are cheriſhed, 
while every falutary plant is eradicated and tram- 
pled under foot. 

You ſeem to aſſume, ſaid Tiberius, that the 
royal favour invariably wants a due.diſcernment 
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ef ſpirits, and is never able to make a right choice 
of men. 

Rarely, if ever, replied Beliſarius, :nfomuch 
that, if the ſervants of the public werg choſen 
by lot, it would be a more infallible mode of 


election. Partiality grants its favours to thoſe 


only who intrigue for them: but merit diſdains 


the little arts of intrigue ; and that manly pride 


is decyphered hy court interpreters into neglect 
of the ſovereign, who therefore repays it with 
calm diſdain, while the aſſiduity of low ambition 


reaps every advantage. To a prince thus preju- 


diced, what acceſs can there be for the ſage or 
the hero? Can they degrade themſelves to the 
pliancy of ſlaves? Can dignity of mind ſubmit 


to be a cringing candidate for court-favour? If 


nobility of birth gives a title to approach the 


perſon of the ſovereign, what part is tg. be ated: 


in a circle of favourites, by truth, integrity, and 
honour ? Are they likely to excel in the dex- 
terities of flattery and diſſimulation? Will 
they condeſcend to pry into the paſſions of their 


maſter, and explore the ſecret propenſities of 


his heart? The characters of the ſycophant, 

the diſſembler, and the falſe friend, will be bet- 

ter played by others, who know how to touch 

the ſtring that ſounds gratefully to the royal ear, 

and to fly over that which will offend. Virtue 

would appear aukward in the attempt, The ſa- 
K 3 
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vourite will acquit himſelf 'with grace in all 
theſe particulars ; but ſtill it will ever be a mil. 
Hon to one, that he is ORG of the ce 
he enjoys. 

The favourite of a diſcerning, jult, and equi- 
table prince, interpoſed the emperor, will, moſt 
probably, be a mar! of integrity, 

In the court of a diſcerning, juſt, and equitable 
prince, replied Eelifarius, there will be no fuch 
perſon as a favourite ; ſuch a prince will be wor- 
thy of friends, and he will have them: but ſa- 
vour will do nothing for them. A faithful ſer- 
vant would bluſh to be fo enriched; If ever 
there was a faithful ſervant, the emperor Trajan 
had ſuch an one to boaſt of in his miniſter Lon- 
ginus. That true and worthy friend of his mal- 
ter was taken priſoner by the Dacians: the king 
of that people fignified to the emperor, that, 
unleſs he acceded to the conditions of peace pro- 
poſed to him, The captive miniſter ſhould be put 
to death. And what was Trajan's anſwer? He 
left it to the honour of Longinus to decide, as 
Regulus had formerly done in his "own caſe, 
Behold there the model of public character 
Thoſe are the men T have in view! "How glo- 
rious to be the friend of ſuch a prince! Lon- 
ginus faw the bright occaſion, and with a 
lublime of virtue difpatched himſelf, left pity 
ſhould take poſſeſſion of the emperor, and in- 
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dne him to an act of partiality or e re- 
gard, 

I am overpowered bp tha: l of your rea- 
ſonings, ſaid Tiberius: yes, I now perceive, that 
the public weal, when rightly underſtood, gives 
no latitude to the affections of the ſovereign : but 
are there not incidents, unconnected with the in- 
tereſts of the people, in which he may wal 
give a ſcope to his private affections? 

I anſwer in the negative, replied Beliſamus: 
the prince has no poſitive unconnetied intereſt ; | 
very thing is relative to the whole. The fmalleſt - 
matters are of importance, and even the very ci- 
vilities of a king muſt be addrefled with caution, 
Royal favour, it has been ſaid, is but a partial 
evil, and diſplays itſelf only in little things; but 
a deviation from the ſtrict rule of right, even in 
trifles, will ſoon become habitual, and from fmall 
irregularities to great exceſs the progreſs is rapid. 
The circle of the ſovereign's favour enlarges it- 
ſelf, and to baſk in the ſunſhine 'of his ſmiles. 
grows a general deſire; each courtier ſtrives to 
wriggle himſelf into favour; and the fence thus 
thrown down, how ſhall a prince reſiſt the ar- 
dour of importunity, and the frequency of ſolici- 
tation ? The fence that ſhould guard him, my beſt 
Tiberius, is a determination of the will to be al- 
ways juſt and good. When a principle of up- 
ightneſs is known to guide the choice of men, it 
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muſt then be merit, and merit alone, that can hope 

for preferment. Talents, exalted qualities, and 
eminent ſervices, form the only admiſſible claim: 
the candidate for honours muſt render himſelf 
worthy of them. Intrigue is' diſcountenanced, 
and emulation is animated. Ambition is obliged 
to proceed by manly ways, and, ſtarting at the 
thought of being detected, abandons: her little 
| ſchemes of perfidy and cunning. Ho different 
is the caſe, when the prince is under the inſluence 
of perſonal affeftion? To gain the aſcendant over 
that affection becomes the buſineſs of all. He who 
poſſeſſes the arts of inſinuation, and knows how 
to cabal with the ſervants of upper ſervants, pur- 
ſues his drudgery through all its ſtages, and creeps 
up to preferment, meanly riſing to ſplendid in- 
famy. In the mean time, the man of virtuous 
pride retires, and, with the conſent of all, he is 
reſigned to oblivion. If it ſhould happen, that, 
for ſome important ſervice, he is called from ob- 
ſcurity to make one in the glittering crowd, or if 
it ſhould be neceſſary to employ him on ſome occa- 
fon worthy of his abilities, ſtanding unconnedted 
with faction, he finds all parties combined againſt 
him, till at length it is viſible, that he muſt either 
debaſe himſelf by countermining the dark deeds 
of his enemies, or ele ſurrender to them at-dil- 
cretion. The court where intrigne prevails, is 2 
' Wild uproar of paſſions, in which the ſtill voice af 
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truth can never be heard. The public good is an 
unregarded thing, and perſonal affection is the 
fountain of all praiſe and cenſure; partiality paſſes 
its deciſions upon all occurrences; and the prince, 
encompaſſed round with falſehoods, diſtracted 
with doubt, ſuſpicion, and miſtruſt, ſcarcely ever 
puts an end to the waverings of his mind, but to 
terminate in error. 

Why does not he depend upon the evidence of 
fs? ſaid Tiberius; facts are obſtinate witneſſes, 
and the teſtimony they give is bold and loud. 

Facts, replied Beliſarius, are not ſo obſtinate 
j you may imagine they take a ne complexion 
from the contrariety of reporters. Every enter: 
prize is judged by its event; and yet events too 
frequently give the palm to raſhneſs and defeat 
the beſt concerted ſchemes of getiius and ability. 
Men arg often more fortunate than wiſe; and 
there are occaſiotis hen the propoſition is re- 
verſed, In either caſey the characters of men 
may ſuffer much from prejudice, and that more 
particularly in a court, Where the colours of good 
and evil are all derived from the amn opt 
nions of party and faction. 

Juſtinian, in his old age, is a metuicholy ex- 
ample, ſaid the emperor; he has been cruelly 
deceived |! 

Alas! replied Belifarius; who has more rea- 
ſon than myſelf to know what has been praiſed 
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upon the credulity of Juſtinian ? Who is better 
acquainted with the ſnares that faction laid for 
him? It was faction ſent Narſes into Italy to in- 
terrupt the proſperity of Beliſarius. The empe- 
ror little imagined, that a miniſter of the finances 
would be a dangerous rival of the general : but 
Narſes had his faction at court, and he ſoon found 
one in the camp; a ſpirit of diſſenſion prevailed, 
and Milan, the bulwark of Italy, was loſt. Narſes 
was recalled, but too late; the tide of ſucceſs was 
now ebbing away ; Milan had been ſacked, her 
inhabitants put to the {word, and all Liguria dil. 
membered from the empire. That Narſes was 
pardoned by the emperor, I moſt heartily rejoice; 
for the life of ſo great a man*, we have one obli- 
gation atleaſt to the decline of all military diſci- 
pline. In the virtuous days of the republic, for 
the complicated crimes of diſobedience, and the 
ſeduction of part of my army, Narſes would have 
atoned with his head. I was recalled in my turn. 
To ſucceed me in the command of the army, 
eleven chiefs, all jealous of each other, were ap- 
pointed by a new-fangled party. Diſcord pre- 
vailed in their councils, and they were defeated, 
By this means we loſt all Italy, The command 
was transferred to me; but I was a general with- 


In bello qui rem a duce prohibitam fesit, aut mandata 
non ſeryavit, capite punitur, etiamfi rem bene geſſerit. Pan. 
tid, xlix. tit. 16. 
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out an army. I was obliged to traverſe over Thrace 
and Illyria in queſt of ſoldiers. A ſcanty num- 
ber, not exceeding four thouſand, was collected 
together. With this raſh-levied body, who had 
neither clothes, horſes, arms, or proviſions, I 
marched into Italy, In this condition, what was 
to be done? With the utmoſt difficulty, I pre- 
rented Rome from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. The cabal at court rejoiced at this diſaſ- 
trous proſpett of affairs: Things are going as we 
could wiſh, ſaid they; he is in the laſt extremity, 
merely ſtanding at bay a little, to be preſently 
overwhelmed in ruin. Amidſt the deſolation of 
their country, I was the only obje& of their at- 
tention : to ſee my ruin accompliſhed, they would 
have compounded to ſec the. ſtate ſhook to its 
foundations, I demanded a ſupply of men, and 
| was recalled. Narſes, with a powerful army, 
was appointed to ſucceed me, and, beyond all 
queſtion, Narſes had abilitics to juſtify the choice, 
That he was named to the command, was perhaps 
a public benefit ; but before I was wounded, the 
commonwealth received a ſtab: the ruin of Beliſa- 
tvs was purchaſed at the expence of the ſtate, 
There lies the, miſchief of party. To raiſe or 
overturn a ſingle man, an entire army, perhaps 
an empire, muſt be ſacrificed. 

Alas! exclaimed Juſtinian, I now perceive the 
ueacherous arts by which your glory was obſcur- 


in one ruſhing torrent bears down all. Cabal and 
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ed, What an indelible ſtain to the emperoy, thi 
to have believed the ſuggeſtions of your enemies! 

My good neighbour, replied Belifarius, you 
are little aware of the refinement which court. 
policy has acquired in the arts of deſtruction; 
you do not know the genius of intrigue, how 
active it is, how perſevering, how aſliduous, and 
implacable. Reſpectful and obſequious to the 
ſentiments of the ſovereign, it manages with cau- 
tion, and works its effect by degrees, like the 
drop of water that only oozes at firſt through its 
fence, ſaps on by imperceptible ſtrokes, and then 


Party have this further advantage on their fide, 
that the man of honour is without miſtruſt, and 
of courſe without precaution: he has nothing to 
oppoſe to the malice of his enemies but his up- 


right conduct, which is ever diſcoloured by envy, | 
and his honeſt fame, of which the report, that x 
rings throughout the realm, expires and dies away | 
at the gates of the palace, Envy alone is privi- 
leged within the verge of the court, and the cha 

racter againſt which her ſhafts are aimed, is ſure F 
to fall a victim. In the courſe of human contin- ; 
gencies it cannot otherwiſe happen, but that every , 


commander muſt experience the viciſſitudes of 
fortune, and find his train of victory ſometimes 1 
interrupted, Of every caſualty Envy takes ac- 
vantage, and makes even accidents a ground of 
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impeachment. Has the commander done all that 
was poſſible ? He ought to have done better; any 
body but himfelf would have acted upon a iffer- 
ent plan; he did not make a right uſe of his oppor- 
tunities. The charge againſt him is aggravated, 
and the good he has done dwindles into nothing. 
The reſult is, that the man who can be uſeful to 
his country, is the moſt dangerous perſon in it. 
To the misfortune of the public, his downfal is 
effected; and, to their greater misfortune, ſome 
worthleſs wretch is ſure to riſe upon his ruins. 
Another concomitantevil 1s, the impreſſion made 
upon the minds of men by the melancholy proſ- 
pect of virtue in diſtreſs, and of vice exulting in 
proſperity. Public ſpirit grows languid at the re- 
llection, that all the fine incentives of honour are 
extinguiſhed: guilt is emboldened, the evil con- 
ſcience forgets to bluſh, and exceſſes of every 
kind riot with impunity. Such are the evils that 
attend a reign of favouritiſm. Judge yourſelf, how 


{ich a diſpoſition may precipitate the ruin of the 


ſtate, | 
Without doubt, ſaid Juſtinian, it is the moſt 


dangerous infirmity that ever biaſſed the mind of 


prince; but in an old man, who for thirty years 
has ſtruggled to no purpoſe in the ſtorms of for- 
tune, and at laſt, in ſpite of all his efforts, ſees 
the tempeſt ready to burft in ruin on his head: 
in one thus worn out with age and troubles, may 
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it not be deemed an excuſable weakneſs, if he en- 
deavours to ſweeten his cares, or at leaſt to alle. 
viate them, by indulging the private affeRions ? 
It will anſwer no purpoſe to be too ſanguine in 
our hopes; let us not deceive ourſelves with flat. 
tering ideas of the public condition: even now 
the empire, by its own weight, is tottering to its 
Fall. By alength of duration all its vigour is ex- 
hauſted, and it muſt ſhare at laſt the- common 
fate which brought the empires of Belus and Cy. 
rus to their diſſolution. Like them it has flou- 
riſhed in ſplendor, and like them it muſt moulder 
into ruin. 

I am no fataliſt, replied Beliſarius, in regard 
to revolutions of government: that would he 
to give a ſanction to our preſent degeneracy of 
ſpirit, and make deſpair {yſtematical. That all 
ſublunary things, and kingdoms amongſt them, 
periſh and die away, I am not now to learn: but 
that neture has traced the bounds of exiſtence to 
all its productions, ſeems a poſition rather proble- 
matical. The body natural indeed has its period 
when the animal functions decay, and calmly we 
welcome death; but there never does occur a mo- 
ment, in which it is allowed us to deſpair of the 
commonwealth. The body-politic, it muſt not 


be diſſembled, is ſubje& to convulſions that ſhake 


its frame, to ſlow diſorders that conſume its vi- 


gour, and to ſpaſms that elevate for a whale, to 
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plunge it into deeper dejection afterwards. Ac- 
ürity, it is true, ſtrains all its efforts; repoſe is 
pt to relax; and civil contention breaks the con- 
fitutional ſtrength: but not one of theſe acci- 
tents is mortal in its nature. Nations have been 
ved from the very brink of deſtruction; they 
have emerged from the very depth of miſery 5 
ad, after ſtruggling” through the ſevereſt criſis, 
have been re-animated to a vigour unknown be- 
fore, The declenſion of ſtates is not therefore 
marked out; the line is not drawn, like the limits 
of human life, Old age is unknown to the body-po-- 
tic ; it is the chimera of miſtaken theoriſts, The 
ame ardour of hope that inſpirits the heart of va- 
lour, may extend its influence, and give anima- 
ton for any length of time. The conſtitution of 
the empire is now enfeebled, or rather.t has ſunk 
into a languid ſtate; but for every poiſon there is 
an antidote in nature, and it behoves us to diſ- 
cern it. Let us inveſtigate it together, ſaid the 
emperor ; there will be ſomething ſoothing in the 
reſearch ; but, before we think of the remedy, let 
us trace the diſorder to its firſt principles. —I am 
willing to enter into the diſcuſſion, replied Beliſa- 
nus, and it will furniſh us ample matter for our. 
fuure meetings. 


BELISARIUS. 


\ 
CHAP. XI, 


Tur next day, Juſtinian was impatient to ſee 
Beliſarius. He longed to have the veil torn off 
which hid the lurking miſchiefs of the empire, 
and he preſſed with eagerneſs to the interview, 
Beliſarius dated his reflections from the æra of 
Conſtantine, How much is it" to be lamented, 
ſaid the hero, that ſo enlarged a genius, with all 
that firmneſs, that ſpirit of enterprize, ſhould 
egregiouſly miſtake the fitneſs of the means 
to produce the end deſired, and exert for the ex- 
tinction of the empire more vigour and activity, 
than would have been neceſſary to retrieve its an- 
cient honours ! His new ſyſtem of government 
was a maiter-{troke of human wit: the prætorian 
bands aboliſhed ; the children of the poor and 
helpleſs adopted by the ſtate*, the authority of 
the prefe& diſtributed into more handst, and 
weakened of courle; the lands upon the frontiers 
alligned to the veteran ſoldiers, who formed an 
agrarian army for the defence of the empire 


* When the parent was unab'e to maintain his child, the 
ſtate took the charge upon itſelf, and the infant was educated 
at the expence of the public : and this law Conftantine di- 
1cted to be engraved on marble, that he might perpetuate 
it through all ſucceſſive ages. 


+ Zoſim, lib. ii, cap. 33. 
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this was indeed a wiſe inſtitution, a large and 
comprehenſive policy, Why did not he adhere 
entirely to a plan ſo juſt and ſimple ? He did not 

ſee, or he was unwilling to ſee, that, to tranſplant 

the ſeat of empire, it muſt be torn up by the very 
roots, In vain did he propoſe to himſelf, that 

the city he was founding ſhould be a ſecond Rome; 
in vain was the latter deſpoiled of its richeſt orna- 
ments, for the decoration of the former: it was a, 
mere theatrical ſhifting of ſcenery, the gaudy. 
ſpectacle of a pantomime, 

You aſtoniſh me, ſaid Tiberius, interrupting. 
him; I was uſed to think the capital of the world, 
more ad vantageouſly ſituated upon the Boſphorus, 
in the middle of two ſeas, and between Europe, 
and Afia, than in the heart of Italy, upon the, 
banks of a river, which ſcarce deſerves the name 
of navigable. | 

Conſtantine thought as you do, replied Beliſa- 
nus, and he was miſtaken, The ſtate, which 
is obliged to carry war into foreign territories, . 
muſt be governed by a ſound internal policy, com- 
patt within itſelf, andeaſy to be defended. Such 
was the advantage- of Italy, The hand of nature. 
ſeemed to have made it a reſidence for the maſters 
of the world. The mountains and the ſea which 
incloſe it, formed a ſtrong barrier againſt invaſion: 
guard but the Alps, and Rome was guarded too. 
that fence proved too weak to repel the enemy, 
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the Appernines afferded a ſafe retreat, and ſerved 


as a rampart to half Italy. Tt was there that Ca- 
millus gave the Gauls a ſignal overthrow ; and in 
that ſpot Narſes obtained his brilliant victory over 
Totila. 

At preſent, the empire has no fixed immovea- 
He centre, but lies open and expoſed to all the aſ- 
faults of fortune. Aſk the Scythian, the Sarma- 
tian, and the Sclavonian, whether the Heber, the 
Danube, and the Tanais, are barriers to obſtruct 
their march ? On that ſide Byzantium is our only 
ſence ; that its walls are not in due repair, is not 
the circumſtance that grieves me moſt, | 

When Rome was the feat of empire, the eſta- 
bliſhed policy of government was able to carry 
the vigour of its laws from the centre to the ex- 
tremity of the ſtate : all Italy was under its im- 
mediate influence, within the reach of the admi- 
nitration : the law gave the tone tothe manners, 
and the manners in their turn made grave and 
faithful miniſters of juſtice, We have indeed 
now the ſame inſtitutions; but, as all is tranſ- 
planted from the place of its growth, the conſe- 
quence is, that every thing droops, as if regretting 
its native ſoil, The empire is not collected in 
itſelf, as it was before: it is enlarged, and there- 
by weakened. The national character has loſt its 
ſpirit : even the endearing name of country 18 
gone from amongſt us, Italy was renowned for 


BELISARIUS. 115 


nen who imbibed with their firſt breath the love 
of their country, and grew to manhood amidſt the 
exerciſes of the Campus Martius. At preſent, 
where is the cradle, and where the ſchool of war- 
nors? The Dalmatians, the Illyrians, and the 
Thracians, who are now mingled with us, are in 
act as foreign as the Numidians and-the Moors; 
o common intereſt to unite them in one common 
cauſe, no kindred fpirit to actuate and inſpire 
them. © Remember that you are Romans,” faid 
commander to his ſoldiers, in the days of the 
od republic; and that ſhort harangue was of effi- 
acy to brace their nerves for labour, and to ren- 
der them invincible in battle. What animating- 
topic have we to infiſt upon ? Shall we ſay, Re- 
4 member that you are Armenians, Numidians, 
or Dalmatians ? We are no longer one body- 
politic, and there lies the cauſe of our debility. 
The projettors of our new ſettlement were not 
aware, that, to form that coalition, that unity of 
mtereſts, which we call our country, requires the 
progrethve toil of ages, the flow and impercepti- 
ble working of ſentiment, habit, and opinion, 
Our new city was embelliſhed by Conſtantine 
with ſtatues of Roman heroes: but alas ! the po- 
icy was ineffectual; for the men, whoſe images 
we only ſaw, lived and breathed the flame of liber- 
ty in the Capitol! The genius that inſpired them 
ud not embark on board our ſhips ; we imported 
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inanimate marble only. Paulus ZEmilius, the 
'Scipios, and the Catos, are ſilent here and mute; 
they are foreigners at Byzantium ; but at Rome 
they harangued the people, and the people under. 
ſtood and felt them. | 

1 do not perceive, ſaid Juſtinian, but the em- 
pire; ſince the ſeat of government was removed, 
has enjoyed a truer ſtate of peace and ſecurity, 
than it knew at Rome for a long ſeries of years, 
The people there had fallen into degeneracy, 
and the ſenate ſunk deeper in ſhame and ſervi- 
tude, 

When the- adminiſtration is confided to im- 
proper hands, replied Beliſarius, the ſtrength 
and dignity of every ſtate will be impaired, and 
a train of calamities muſt enſue, At Rome, 
however, nothing but one good reign was want- 
ing to recal the conſtitution to its firſt principles, 
Take a view of Adrian's adminiſtration : The 
Nate ſeemed under him to riſe out of its ruins, 
Behold Marcus Aurelius. upon the throne: to 
what an height of glory and magnificence was 
the condition of the empire raiſed by the con- 
duct of that excellent prince! Roman virtue 
has been often eclipſed, but not extinguiſhed: 
whenever a prince appeared of a genius to re- 
| Kindle the ſpirit of his country, the latent fire 
was always ready to mount into'a blaze, But 
alas! every principle of virtue is now deſtroyed; 
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the ſeed muſt be ſown again; and that muſt be 
the arduous taſk of a long reign, founded in juſ- 
tice, moderation, and wiſdom. Nothing but a 
wodigy of this fort can redeem us in this junc-- 
ture, Our very victories may be the ruin of the 
fate, We have an hundred enemies to cope 
with, and thoſe enemies have but one, An idea 
s conceived that they may be all fubdued ; and 
yet one is no ſooner cruſhed, but he riſes again 
i freſh foe is ever ready to find us employment, 
nd by a rapidity of ſucceſſion, they give breath-- 
ing time to each other. By this diverſion of 
our arms, a conſtant alarm is kept up, and the 
late, thus. diſtracted, grows feeble every day. 
The march of armies to various and diſtant. 
paces conſumes our ſtrength ; the vigour of eur 
neaſures ſtrains every nerve, to relax us more in 
the end; and every victory is a wound which 
tas not time to cloſe, Thus, after an exertion ef 
al the powers of the empire to maintain its own 
importance, a ſingle day ſhall ſhake it to its 
foundation, and render the labour of twenty 
ears abortive in a ſingle: hour. Recolle& how 
often, under the preſent reign, our ſtandard has- 
been hurried. about the world, from the Tiber to 
the Euphrates, and from the Euphrates to the Da- 
be! And now what is the conſequence ? 
hat is the fruit of ſo many victories, under 
Mundus, Germanicus, Salomon, Narſes, and my- 
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ſelf, if I may be added to the number? A peace 
is all we have obtained at laſt, 
And if our viRories exhauſt us, ſaid the em- 
peror, it is right to bring things to that conclu- 
ſion, 5 

To buy a peace, replied Beliſarius, is not the 
Way to prevent the calamities of war. The 
ſavage of the north has nothing in view but 
booty; and if he is ſure of gaining it, his mo- 

tive to frequent incurſions grows the ſtrong- 
er. The Perſian need only ſpread an alarm 
every ycar through our faireſt provinces in Aſia, 
and he goes back loaded with our money. A 
new way of exterminating the plunderer, by 
holding forth the booty that invites him! The 
price of peace becomes the principle of war; 
and our emperors, by exhauſting their ſubjects, 
have pampered and inflamed the avarice of their 
enemies. 5 

You affect me deeply, ſaid Juſtinian; what 
bulwark would you oppoſe to the invaſions of 
the enemy ?—A good army, replied Beliſarius; 
and above all, a people free and happy. When 
the barbarians ruſh into our provinces, they are 
attracted by the love of plunder; and though 
they leave deſolation and hatred behind them, 
yet their purpoſe is anſwered if they leave im- 
preſſions of terror alſo. The caſe is different 
with an empire that would maintain. its poſlet- 
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ſons in ſecurity. If it does not endear its go- 
vernment to mankind, it may as well abdicate; 
for it is a ſelf-evident propoſition, that all autho- 

rity founded -on fear will grow weak at eyery 
remove from the capital, till at laſt, fading by 
degrees, it is loſt in diſtance. To rule by the 
medium of fear from Taurus to the Alps, and 
from Caucaſus to the foot of Atlas, is an impoſ- 
bility in politics. If the ſubje& groans under 
the weight of his grievances, and power ſup- 


n ports itſelf by the ſweat of his brow, of what 
, moment is it to him whether Romans or Perſians 
A are his oppreſſors ? The authority that burdens 
y us will never be well defended; and the nation 
ie tnat has not ſpirit to reſiſt oppreſſion, will 


crouch with tame acquieſcence under the firſt 
dcliverer- that appears. Would you give ſtabi- 


ir lity to government ? lay your foundation in the 
afeftions of mankind; and the affections of 
at mankind are ever attached to the principles of 


of wmanity, of beneficence, integrity, public faith, 
8; and zeal for the happineſs of millions, Thoſe 


en ac the virtues that command a willing people. 
are The ſpirit of the conſtitution is then diffuſed 
gh over the whole dominion, alive and active in 


m, each diſtant part; the people are all as one hand 


nd one heart, and every province is the ſeat af 
ent Wl Lorernment. 
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to be their ſovereign. Behold here the influ- 
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I ſhall have frequent occaſion to allude t. 
myſelf, continued Beliſarius; and, my worthy 
young 'man, faid he to Tiberius, by appealing to 
my experience, you have made all apology for 
egotiſm unneceſſary, When I had the conduct 
of the war in Africa, I conſidered thoſe regions 
as part of my native country, The regular and 
ſtrict diſcipline, which I eſtabliſhed throughout 
my army, procured the good will of mankind, 
and attracted plenty from every quarter. In a 
little time I had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my 
camp reſorted to as a ſanctuary by every various 
people, who crowded to my ftandard; and liſted 
under me. The day which ſaw me enter Car- 
thage at the head of a victorious army, did not 
hear a ſingle groan: neither the quiet nor the 
uſual employments of the citizens ſuffered on 
the occaſion: induſtry and commerce purſued 
their intereſts, as if it had been a time of pro- 
found peace; and in return for this benefit, felt 
by all orders of men, it was in my power to be- 
come the king of a people who called me ther 
common father, The {ame happened to me in 
Italy: there the native inhabitants gathered 
about me in crowds, reſigning themſelves to the 
empire; and at Ravenna I received the ſuppli- 
cations of the Goths, imploring their conqueror 


ence, the empire of humanity, Do not ſuſpett 
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that I am here my on panegyriſt: all my me- 
it conſiſted in following the leſſons the very 
barbarians gave me, Yes, even the barbarians 
can boaſt their Titus and their Marcus Aure- 
lius. Theodoric and Totila deſerved the love 
of human kind. Ye cities of Italy! exclaimed 
Beliſarius, what a contraſt have you ſeen be- 
tween us and the barbarians! At Naples in 
particular, my eyes beheld men, women, and 
children, ſlaughtered in one common carnage, 
[ flew to their aſſiſtance : I ſnatched the unhap- 
py, the innocent victims from the fury of an in- 
cenſed ſoldiery: but I was fingle in oppoſition 
to them, and my entreaties were loſt in air: the 
men whoſe duty it was to ſecond me, were intent 
on plunder, The ſame place was reduced by 
the generous Totila, Thrice, happy prince! he 
had the glory of ſaving i from the ravage of his 
troops. His deportment was that of a tender 
father in the midſt of his family. Humanity 
cannot diſplay a ſcene more truly pathetic. than 
this generous prince cxerting his beſt offices for 
the protection of a people that ſurrendered to his 
ums. It was the ſame at Rome; that very Rome 
which ſaw the officers of the empire, in the midſt 
of all the horrors of a famine, carrying on the 
Gteſtable trade of a monopoly. It was in this 
manner our enemies conciliated the affections of 
nankind, Their juſtice and moderation hurt us 
nore than their valour. 
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How, on our part, did we counteract their 
virtues? In no ſhape whatever: the inhuma- 
nity, the avarice, and tyranny of our command. 
ers, leagued with the enemy, and ſerved their 
cauſe, I had no ſooner reſigned the command 
in Italy, than the ſame Goths, whole proffered 
crown J had juſt refuſed, with one general con- 
ſent, with a kind of epidemic ſpirit, kindled to 
indignation by the malverſation of thoſe who 
ſucceeded me, reſolved at once to ſhake off the 
yoke, Hence the reign of Totile, and all the 
misfortunes of Italy, When I had ſubdued the 
Vandals, it was my ambition to ſettle terms of 
amity between the empire and the Moors; and 
I thought I had ſucceeded to my ſatisfaction: 
but my back was ſcarcely turned, when our ho- 
nourable plunderers, our chiefs, who made war a 
gainful trade, our illuſtrious ſons of riot and ra- 
pacity, infringed every treaty I had made, and 
let looſe the moſt Horrible violence to pillage 
their cities and deſolate their fields. By deſpera- 
tion the Moors were ſoon rouſed to vengeance, 
and our provinces were deluged with blood, 
From oppreſſion ſprung revolt, and all the bands 
ef peace were rent aſunder. 

From the ſame cauſes in the heart of the em- 
pire the ſame eſſects have been produced. Im- 
becility in miniſters, avarice in proconſuls, in- 
h..manity and deſpotiſm in the governors of ci- 
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tes and of provinces ; theſe are the enormities 
which I have ſeen in every quarter. To theſe: 
it is owing, that every department of government 
no become an intolerable charge to the peo- 
ple, In order to enforce a paſſive obedience: 
under the burden, recourſe is had to meaſures of 
the moſt grievous nature :- the militia has been. 
aboliſhed, and the ſubject has been excluded 
from the ſacerc.otal order; nay, the right of ali- 
enating their property has been wreſted from 
them; and, to crown the whole with what will 
ſcarcely be believed, they are deprived of the 
miſerable liberty of becoming bondmen. Can- 
t be expected that, harraſſed thus cruelly, the- 
people will be reconciled to the yoke that galls 
them? Can there exiſt in their idea any ties of- 
intereſt, or of duty, between them and their 
oppreſſors ? The burſt of every groan that de- 
ſpair and miſery extort, is inſtantly proclaimed 
treaſon ; and armies are marched to- carry fire- 
and ſword through the provinces, A new and- 
eruel way of reducing mankind to obedience by 
their total ruin! And then, of what uſe are ſub- 
jetts thus reduced, and broken-hearted under a 
load of grievances? A well governed people: 
hould be at once both ſpirited and complying ; 
nd both theſe qualities. would unite, were they 
not prevented by the pride and arrogance of lit- 
te tyrants, who too often make the reign of a. 

M. 2 
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well diſpoſed prince an odious ſyſtem of cruchy 
and arbitrary power. 

It is upon miniſters, and all the little ſubſti. 
tutes of authority, that a ſovereign muſt depend 
for the love or the hatred of mankind. He ought 
therefore to watch them with a careful and a 
jealous eye, They are too often the moſt cruel 
enemies he has; for of all the evils that can at- 
tend a prince, the averſion of his people is the 
worſt, and yct that is brought upon him by his 
officers of ſtate, Whatever they dare for the 
gratification of ſpleen, pride, avarice, and their 
mean capricious paſſions, it is all, in miniſterial 
language, the direction of the ſovereign; it is 
for the ſupport of government. Though they 
are the planners of every pernicious project, yet, 
in carrying it into execution, they are, if you 
will believe them, but ſervants of the crown; 
and thus the prince is made the inyoluntary un- 
confcious ſcourge of a people he loves, My 
dear Tiberius, continued the hero, if ever your 
royal maſter has the happineſs of embracing you 
as his friend, let it be your advice never to ſlack- 
en the reins of authority, thet all who are under 
it may feel the curb of juſtice, Every act of 
petty tyranny committed in the name of the 
prince, is ſure to ſully the luſtre of his crown 
with the tears of the afllicted. An evil admi- 
niſtration is a libel upon the chatecter of the {0+ 


BELISARIUS. 125: 


rereign, But when iniquity is controuled, when 
corruption is checked, and the grievances of the 
ſubjet redreſſed by a patriot prince, the com- 
plaints of injured men will indeed be addreſſed 
to the throne; but no murmurings againſt it will 
wer be heard. The indignation of the ſubjett 
will be pointed at its proper object; it will pur- 
ſue the authors of public miſchief, while the 
good and upright ſovereign {till poſſeſſes the af- 
{tions of a grateful people. 

There is nothing, interpoſed Juſtinian, more 
beautiful in theory, than a prince attending to the 
movements: of every minute wheel in the great 
machine of government. But the objects are too 
complicated, and he would be diftratted by the 
nultiplicity of views. To hear the complaints 
of the ſubje&, and ta examine things to the bot- 
tom, ſo as to decide in all caſes with juſtice and; 
noderation, would indeed be an illuſtrious taſk, 
but it is greatly above the powers. of any prince 
whatever. 

Thoſe are the phantoms of difficulty, replied 
Beliſarius, that are conjured up to deter him from. 
the taſk; but thoſe phantoms, when examined 
with a ſtedfaſt eye, diſcover themſelves to be 
nere mockery, and they vaniſh, The art of go- 
rerning, we ſhall ſee to-morrow, is by no means. 
v complicated as politic men would make us be- 
ere. Farewel, my friends, You ſee how, of: 
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my own accord, I now engage myſelf more 
deeply in this diſcuſſion than I at firſt intended. 
To rule ideal kingdoms is a kind of caſtle-build- 
ing Which the imagination of man is fond of in- 
dulging; and there are few, I believe, who, in 
their viſionary reign and their dreams of power, 
do not, like myſelf, think themfelves capable of 
regulating the fate of empires. — Political theo- 
ries, faid Juſtinian, are often the delirious chi- 
meras of the vulgar, but they are, at the ſame 
time, the noble ſpeculations of the ſage and the 
philoſopher. 

The emperor withdrew, deeply iilipredied with 
the reflections and the reaſonings he had heard. 
That very night at ſupper, it was obſerved by his 
courtiers, that the ſtate never knew a better or 
more flouriſhing condition, Without doubt, 
ſaid Juſtinian, addreſſing himſelf to the flatter- 
ing train, the empire muſt be in a flounſhing 
way, for you riot in abundance ; it muſt be happy 
alſo, for you are diſſolved in eaſe and luxury. 
The people, in your eſtimate, paſs for a mere cy- 
pher, and the court with you is deemed the em- 
pire. At theſe words they all locked down dil- 
countenanced. The remark of the emperor was 
thought to proceed from that ſpleen which had 
of late overcaſt his mind, and which, they all 
agreed, was entirely occaſioned by his late con- 
ferences with Tiberius, Tiberius, ſaid they, is a 
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young zealot, whoſe imagination is overheated 
with the enthuſiaſm of virtue and popular huma- 
nity, A man of that character is always danger- 
ous at court; he muſt be removed from the em- 
peror's preſence, 


CHAP. XII. 


Tus next day, while the new intrigue at court 
was hatching its deſigns, the blind old hero, and 
his two gueſts, reſumed the thread of their diſ- 
courſe. 

The ſovereign, ſaid Beliſarius, who means 
to be a real, and not a nominal prince, ought to 
know how to reduce things to their moſt ſimple 
principles. His firſt care ſhould be, to inform 
himſelf of the true intereſts of his people, and. 
the conduct they expect he ſhould obſerve.t 
—That alone, ſaid Tiberius, is a large field of 
contemplation. But it is not a perplexed: 
contemplation, ſaid Beliſarius; nothing can be 
more ſimple ; for the wants of an individual are 


the wants of all, and each of us knows intui- 


+ Semper officio fungitur, uulitati hominum gonſulens & 
locietati, Cicero de Off. 3. 
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tively, what is good and fit for the whole human 
ſpecies. As for inſtance ſaid he to the young 
man, if it were your lot to be employed in the 
| Iabours of ' huſbandry, what would you expe 
from the benevolence of your ſovereign? —-] 
ſhould expect, anſwered Tiberius, ſecurity for 
the fruits of my induſtry, and an unmoleſted 
right, after the dues of the crown were paid, to 
enjoy my gettings with my wife and children, 1 
ſhould defire to be protected in my property 
againſt fraud and rapine, and to ſee myſelf and 
my family ſafe from violence, injuſtice, and op- 
preſſion. Very well, replied Beliſarius; in that 
conſiſts the Whole: every citizen, according to 
his diſtinctive rank, requires the ſame, and no- 
thing more. Now the prince, on his part, con- 
tinued Beliſarius, what does he demand of his 
ſubjects Obedience to his laws, neceſſary ſup- 
plies, and-a proper force to ſupport his own dig- 
nity, and the authority of government,—That 
again is ſimple and juſt, ſaid Beliſarius. With 
regard now to the people in their- relation to 
one another, what are their reciprocal duties ? 
To live in peace and harmony, to injure no man, 
to leave to every one the quiet poſſeſſion of his 
own, and in all tranſactions to preſerve: an ho- 
neſt intercourſe and good faith. In that ſtate 
of the caſe, my worthy friend, ſaid Beliſarius, 
we have an epitome of human- happineſs: for, 
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that end, you ſee that law has no need to he vo- 
uminous. , Twelve tables, at one time, compriſed 
the laws of Rome; and that time was at leaſt as 
digible as the preſent. What we call uſt; is 
the balance of what is uſeful, and the liquidation 
of what is coming to each individual from the 
aggregate of public good. Let equity adjuſt this 
account, and the code which directs it need not 
be logg. But equity is now embroiled with 
complications, that have ſwelled to an unwieldy 
ze. This, miſchief is owing, to the capricious 
(tail of an arbitrary diſpoſition, which ſets up 
is own Caprice. in the place of law, and then 
makes the law as vague and uncertain, as chat 
very caprice itſelf; it is ing to a poor puſil · 
lanimity, that with ſolicitude is ever inventing 
new ſnares, to entangle civil liberty: it is owing 
to the pride and jealouſy of power, which ne- 
ver thinks it can make its weight ſufficiently 
ſelt: and, in ſhort, it is owing to a vain defire 
of ſuperintending a multiplicity of minute ob- 
jects, which would all work themſelves clear, 
ad be properly adjuſted/without any ſuch ſuper- 
imendence. A digeſt. has been made in the pre- 
lent reign af edits and decrees without num- 
ber; but, aſter all, it is the ſchool for lawyers, 
and not for the people; whereas it is the people 
who ought to be inſtructed in their duties and 
their rights, * Every citizen ought, in the firſt 
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inſtance; to be his own judge: It is fit, there. 
fore, that every citizen ſhould know diſtinctly 
and with preciſion what is preſcribed, “ forbid, 
and permitted by the law. To this end there 
need only be a few good laws, ſimple, clear, ſen- 
| tible, and eaſy i in their application to the actions 
of men. This would facilitate the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, and abridge the detail of ſubtle- 
ties that now entangle it. For when the rights 
and the duties annexed tv civil conduR, are uni- 
verſally felt and underſtood, the ſubject exults in 
his ſecurity, and acquieſces in ſubordination: he 
perceives the aſcertained degree of political li- 
berty, which he gains in return for the refigna- 
tion of his natural privileges to the authority 
of the ſtate; and, finding his own. private ad- 
vantage in the public ſafety, he learns to reve- 
rence the wiſdom of that inſtitution, which has 
united both in ſo beautiful a connection. I would 
aſk to what reaſon it is to be aſſigned, that the 
ſubject is ſo often refractory to the authority of 
government P It is becauſe the laws, which li- 
mit and abridge the liberty of the people, are 
ever expounded with rigour; while, on the 
other hand, thoſe which favour natural freedom, 
receive too often a negligent, a temporizing con- 


+ Legis. Artes hæc eft, imperare, vetare, e 
nunire. Pad. lib, 1. tit. 3. 
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ſuuction. But this abuſe would be effectually 
remedied by the fair ſimplicity of a popular 
code, or a ſyſtem adapted to the capacity of the 
whole community: from whence it would re- 
ſult, that the judges, obſerving mankind ſuffi - 
cently inſtructed in the rules of right, nay, in a 
capacity to appeal from them, to a known, pre- 
ciſe, and determinate law, would be upon their 


guard not to make it comply with occaſions, or 


to vary the ſpirit of it een to their own 
diſcretion. 

Of laws, which are nap ir wit to intrench upon 
the rights of the ſubjeR, thoſe. that faſten upon 
property are the worſt, and moſt liable to abuſe, 
They are not indeed levelled at the lives and li- 
berties of the people; but the hands of the peo- 
ple are never tied up but with an intention to 
under them. Of the exceſſes, moreover, com- 
nitted by the officers of the revenue, there is 
ſcarcely ever one that does not involve in it the 
crime of avarice. This then is the firſt object 
to which the ſovereign's eye ſhould be directed: 
t ſhould be his firſt care to eſtabliſh the collec- 


ton of his taxes upon the cleareſt and moſt in- 


!ligible ſyſtem. While impoſts are multiplied, 


and the laws + that eſtabliſh the taxation conti- 


Sub imperatoribus vectigalia, non lege ac ratione, ſed 


irditratu imperatorum proceſſerunt. Bading. de tribur. as 
dig. P. R. 
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nue vague, complex, and uncertain, the admi. 
nitration of this whole department will ever be 
captious;, fraudulent, and oppreſſive. Theſe 


laws, therefore, muſt be rendered as fimple 2 


poſſible: they muſt be penned with accuracy 
and preciſion, and the tax itſelf,” that indiſpenſ. 
dle demand of government,+ ſhould be equal, 
caly, and founded in the fitneſs of things: it 
ſhould be one general impoſt, though varied in 
its application to ſundry wife and good purpoſes ; 
and finally, it ſhould be uniform throughout the 
realm, like the tribute or tithe Which Sicily: 
paid' with pleafure to the Romans, or like that 
which was levied in Aſia, { in proportion to the 


annual increaſe or loſs, and gained for Cæſar, 


the author of it, the affections of mankind, 
Were the finances thus regulated, fraud would 
not be able to entrench itſelf in the labyrinths 
of law, and the || — 1 of e but the 


+ Quoniam neque quies fine nas, neque ce 
tributis habe ri poſſunt. Liv. lib. 1. | 

3 Omais ager Siciliæ Decumanus., Aal ahi ſupra. 

_ { Vide App. de bello civ. lib. 5. Pro anni copis vel 
inopia, uberius (ex As) vel n . exactum 
eſt. Dio. lib. 45. ny 

The emperors Jaid a duty upon vrins, duft, ardure, 


dead bodies; fmoke, air, &c. There were rights of the 


turf, the bighway;. ſhorage, duties upon carriages, beafts of 
burden, &c. et que alia (ſays Tacitus) exaRionibus iliciti 


nomina publicani invanerunt. Vid Buling. ubi ſupra. 
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right, eſtabliſhed upon clear and ſimple” princi- 
pls, would carry the cleareſt evidence of truth 
long with it; and that truth would draw the 


ine to circumſeribe the power of the officers. 


Thus the laws of taxation, by ceaſing to be arbi- 
tary, would ceaſe to be deteſtable. 

You are aware, ſaid the emperor, of the reaſon- 
ing that encounters theſe principles: make taxa- 


ton ſimple, and yqu reduce it at the ſame time, 


— I wiſh to do ſo, replied Beliſarius. But, 
reſumed Juſtinian, if the people are left too much 
teaſe, by a natural conſequence they grow lazy, 
mogant, rebellious, and untractable . Gracious 


Heaven ! exclaimed Belifarius ; will aſſuring to. 


nen the fruits of their labour give them an aver- 


fon to induſtry ? Will men become rebels, be- 


auſe their happineſs is ſecured and promoted ? 
But the fear is, that they will prove arrogant! 
Alas! I know that little tyrants would be glad to 
ke them crouch like flaves under the maſter's 
ah, But I would defire to know, to whom 
hould the ſubje& bend, while his condutt is free 
om reproach or guilt ? There is no power on 
arth, but that of the laws and of the legal ſove- 
ſeign, to which an honeſt member of ſociety owes 
ay deference, I would aſk further, Will uſur- 
Rtion be as ſure of having obedience paid to it, as 
"ll that mild authority, which creates for itſelf a 
ind of paternal empire over the hearts of men, 
N 
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by works of beneficence, and by generous deeds 
that call for gratitude, affection, and eſteem ? Be. 
| Lieve me, Iknow the character of the people: they 


are not what they are repreſented. Are they diſpi. 


ited, nay diſaſfected? It is owing to their griev- 
ances, Is their temper. ſoured? and are they 
grown reluctant to command-? It is becauſe they 
find themſelves for ever acquiring, and never 
ſure of poſſeſſing. In ſober ſadneſs, this is the 
truth: but it is diſcoloured with art; deſigning 
men dogmatize on the ſubje&, and they endeavour 
to give their falſehood the air and ſanction of ap- 
pearing ſyſtematical. The principle upon which 
they ground themſelves is, that the race of man 
lives in ſubſerviency to a very ſmall part of the 
ſpecies, and that the world was made for the uſc 
of themſelves and a few leading men. It is an in- 
conceivable pride, ſaid Juſtinian, and yet a pride 
too common to the human mind. Not ſo common 
as you imagine, replied Beliſarius; we hear it 
indeed often, but it is from men who are acting a 
part ; it is a ſort of paradox in politics that never 
had one fincere believer, I will venture to fay, 
there never yet exiſted a perſon of common ſenſe, 
however eminent his ſtation, who, upon à com- 
parative view of himſelf and the people, who ſup- 
port, who nouriſh, and defend him, did not ſhrink 
back with humility into himſelf; for he feels his 
imbecility, his neceſſities, and his ſtate of depend 


a == &@& "a r os a=. = = e r 


 BEIVS'ARIVUS. 135 
ce. His pride is a maſk, a mere aſſumed cha- 
nder; but the miſchief is, he is ſo practiſed in 
the charakter, that he has learned to play it well, 
nd to impoſe upon his audience, May Heaven 
neſerve your royal friend, my worthy: Tiberius, 
tom this fata illuſion } That he may be effectual- 
y preſerved from it, direct his attention to the 
arly periods and primitive condition of civil ſo- 
ety : he will then obſer ve three claſſes of men, 
ach ſubſiſting in a ſtate of reciprocal aid and de- 
pendence: the huſbandman, in the 1ſt place, em- 
ployed in the cultivation of the earth for the ſup- 
port of life ; the artificer, adly, whoſe occupation. 
t was to give-to the materials of the earth their 
relative forms and fitneſs for-uſe ; and, gdly, the 
lateſman, or able politician, Who conſscrated him- 
elf to the arts of government for the good order 
ind well- being of ſociety. In this federal union 
not one of the parties is uſeleſs or inactive: the 
dvantage of mutual ſuecour is circulated in full 
exertion through all the members, according to the 
powers of each; and thus bodily force, labour, 
ad induſtry, intellectual ability, the faculties of 
the mind, ſuperior talents, and eminent virtues, 
ll conſpire and act in concert for the general 
tod. This order of things, ſimple, natural, and 
regular as it may appear, is the true analyſis of 
government : Theſe are the original forms into 

N 2 


—— 


— — — 


— — — —— — — 
— ͤ ͤ — —— — 


— — = 
_——— * 8 ES. — = - — — 
I  EEcmE_._ 9 == dw 
* 


136 IE LIS AR US | 
which political economy muſt reſolve itſelf; zes 


the firſt principles to which it is reducible. 
You cannot but obſerve what an outrage it 
would be againſt all good ſenſe and order, if any 


one of theſe claſſes. ſhould revolt againſt the o- 


thers: you mult ſee that they are all equally de- 
pendent, and equally conducive to each other; 
and that, if a preference can be aſcribed to any 
one in particular, it muſt be to the huſbandman, 


- inaſmuch as the ſupport of life- is the firſt great 


principle and deſire of nature: the art, therefore, 
that nouriſhes man, muſt be the firſt of arts. 
But, as this art accompliſhes its end by methods 
eaſy and ſure, as it is expoſed to no danger, and 
requires an exertion of the moſt common and or- 
dinary powers, it is right that the more delicate 
arts, which demand talents, virtues, and the moſt 
reſined acquirements, ſhould meet with the bigh- 
eſt encouragement. For this reaſon, therefore, the 
arts that adminiſter to the firſt wants of life, 
will not be held in the greateſt eſtimation, and 
indeed they do not aſpire to it. But inaſmuch 
as it would be impolitic on the one hand to over- 
rate them, ſo it would be unjuſt on the other, and 
repugnant to the intereſts of humanity, to de- 
grade them into contempt. 


Let your friend, my good Tiberius, be upon 


bis guard againſt the approaches of this ſtupid 


diſdain; on the contrary, it will behove him to 
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cheriſh, as the nurſe of himſelf and of human 
kind, this too much deſpiſed, though excellent 
nd beneficial branch of induſtry, It is juſt, in. 
the arrangement of things, that the people ſhould: 


|2bour for the two other claſſes of ſociety, which. 


co-operate with them for the good of the whole, 
nd contribute largely to the ſupport of that power 
which forms the defence of the community. The 
earth was ordained to Tupply the nurture of man; 
and to thoſe who increaſe its fertility, the firſt 
maintenance is due: this is juſtice to the huſband- 


nan; and the ſtate, in rating him to the charges 


of government, muſt be careful“ to lay the tax 
upon his redundancies only. If the ſole recom- 
pence of hard and unremitting labour were no 
more than the mere privilege of leading an unde- 
frable and wretched life, the eultivators of the 
earth could no longer be deemed a part of the 
political aſſociation, but would remain.in a ſtate 
of ſlavery : their condition would be intolerable ; 
they would ruſh from their rank, turn order into 
anarchy, or elſe put a ſtop to the propagation of 
o many miſerable beings, and ſo annihilate the 
rank itſelf, 


It muſt be allowed, faid JuRinian; that they 


are too much depreſſed; but, happily, little is 


This was the maxim of Henry IV. of . 
dood kings, 
N 3 
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wanting: to'thet' race of men, inured as they are 
to penury and lahour!” Beyond the excitements 
of appetite; and the firſt wants. of nature, their 
ambition never riſes; let them ne 
they have content along with it. 

To ſay the truth, my good addon replied 
Beliſarius, one would imagine that you had 
lived your days in courts, for you are maſter of 
the language. What you have now advanced 


rings for ever in the ear of a prince, that he may 


be the more readily induced to pillage his people, 
and that he may da it without remorſe. The 
people; it is true, have not the. inordinate wants 
which luxury has created in the higher, ranks of 
life, and therefore they are more likely to be rea- 
ſonable in their complaints and. their demands. 
The more frugal and modeſt their way of life, the 
more ſober and temperate their manners; the 
ſtronger-is the preſumption, that, when they re- 
monſtrate their grievances, they do it with ſuffi- 
cient provocation. In the court dictionary, to 
want the neceſſaries. of life, implies the want of 


ability to maintain twenty, uſeleſs. horſes, and as 


many idle drones in livery: in the honeſt mean- 
ing of the ſimple huſbandman,. it is to want 
wherewithal to.nouriſh a poor. old father, bending. 
under years and infirmities, to rear a little race of 
infants, whoſe feeble arms are yet unfit for work, 
and to comfort a. virtuous. wife, who, is either 


* 
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breeding or nurſing a ne ſabjeR. of the ſtate; it 
is, in plain rural language, to want theſe. things, 
ind to want, beſides, the proper ſeeds to depoſit 
m the ground, à well-ſtored granary againſt an 
hard ſeaſon, and a year of ſcarcity, and, in age and 
in ſickneſs, the comforts and the ſuccours which 
weary naturs has occaſion for. Oh\-my friends, 


f is it not manifeſt that the fruits of agriculture are 

d deſtined in the. firſt: place; and of juſtice, due to 

y thoſe who labour to make the earth more produc- 

, tive? The deſtination is holy, and ſhould be kept ; | 


more ſacred and inviolable than all the e 
in the depoſitories of Janus. 

Alas! ſaid the emperor, there are times of ö 
public calamity, when government may exert a: 
diſpenſing power, and ſtate- neceſſity is then the 
lav which impoſes new. burdens and taxes on the 
people. 

It mould be a caſe of the laſextremity indeed, 
replied Belifarius; every ſuperfluity ſhould be 
firſt brought into the common ſtock, all reſources 
ſhould. be exhauſted, and no way left of ſaving 
the ſtate but by the ruin of the people. That q 
ſtate · neceſſity L am a ſtranger to: the occaſion =_ 
for that diſpenſing power I have never ſeenꝰ. 


Marcus Aurelius, in a preſſing exigence, rather than o- 
rerload the people with new taxes, ſold the furniture of the 
imperial palace: Vaſa aurea, uxoriam ac ſuam ſericam et 
wream veſtem, multa ornamenta gemmarum; ac per duos. 
menſes venditio habita eſt. Aurel. Vie.. - 
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But to repreſent things in their true point of 
tight; do you know where the miſchief lies, that 
makes the honeſt huſbandman groan in miſery ? 
It reſts with that ſuperior claſs, as it is called, 


who paſs away the hours in idleneſs and riot ; by 
them the whole burden“ is thrown upon honeſt 
induſtry. They reap almoſt all the advantages of 
the civil umon, and yet contribute the leaſt to its 
fupport; they do nothing for the ſtrength and 
dignity of the government, which gives them ſo 
much eaſe and enjoyment. They repay nothing 
for the benefits they receive, and yet in their caſe 
it ſeems a privileged, an honourable inſolvency, 
Let this abuſe be altogether reformed; let the 
neceſſary charge of government fall in juſt pro- 
portions upon every member of the community; 
let it be diffuſed through all orders of men, accord- 
ing to the means and abilities of each, and the 
burden will then be light and equitable. 

What has not been attempted, ſaid the emperor, 
in order to eſtabliſh this juſt equality ſo much de- 
fired? + Have not the decurions, who were baſe 
enough, in the aſſeſſment of the cities committed | 
to them, to over-rate ſome, in order to give undue 


* Inveniuntur plurimi divitum, quorum tributa populcs 
necant. Satv, lib, 4. 

Proprietatibus carent (pauperes) et vectigalihus, obruuntu. 
Lem. lib. g. de Gub, Dei, | . 


+ Cod, Leg. de. Anzonl, 
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nxemptions to others, been adjudged by the law: 
to be burnt alive 7 | 

Alas! replied Beliſarius, I know that little 
favour is hen to thoſe unhappy wretches. For: 
not ſufficiently grinding the face of the poor, they 
ne laid in irons, unmercifully ſcourged, and buf- 
ſed, and perſecuted, under the name of Juſtice, 
vith every barbarity, till they envy even the lot: 
of lavesF, But for the regents of provinces, for- 
proconſuls, and other -miniſters, are there rods, 
nd dungeons ready? And ſuppoſing there were, 
of what uſe are pains and penalties, while the 
mouth of Complaint is ſtopped, and the cries. of 
Miſery are ſuffocated ? Let laws abate of their ſe- 
rerity, ſo they have a free courſe, and injured men 
ze permitted to proſecute their legal remedy, +: 

The liberty to complain of grievances, ſaid 
Juſtinian, has been the "_- of: the people in wag 
periods, 

It has ſo, replied Belifarius; ; it is a — 
tutional right, but the exereiſe of it has depended 
upon the will and pleaſure of ſubordinate tyrants; 
Have nat attempts been made to attach the per- 
lons of preſidents and prefetts, that cities and, 
provinces might be at liberty to appeal to the 
court for a redreſs of injuries, in which thoſe very 


Cod. lib. 1. de Cenſib. 
F Trai é de Orig. du gouv. Fr. 
T Traite de POrig, du gouv. Fr. 
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men were either principals or accompliees ? And 
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could any method be taken more” ſure of procur- 
ing impunity for the offenders? The law dirett; 
its miniſters“ to prevent violence and exactions; 
and thoſe very miniſters are the party accuſed. 
The law impoſes a religious duty upon the go- 
vernors of provinces , to protect the weak from 
the oppreſſion of the ſtronger ; and thoſe very go- k 
vernors haveat once the means of opprefling, and f 
even the power of doing it under the ſanction of 
that very law which forbide them. The law de- 
fines the groſs ſum of the tax; but prefidents and 
proconſuls make the aſſeſſment upon individuals), 


and they never want ſophiſtry to give a colour to 5 


their exactions. The law gives a right of citing 
the tools and little inſtruments of the governor | 
before the governor himſelf ||; but from his tri- 
bunal their lies no++ appeal to the ſovereign, and 
this, we are told, is grounded upon a maxim, that a 


Illicitas exact iones, et violentias faftas et extortas me- 
tu venditiones, &c. prohibeat p reſes provinciaz. Pand. lib. i. 
4%. 18, | 


+ Ne potentiores viri 8 injuriis best, ad re- 
Iigionem preeſid is provinciæ pertinet. Lid. 

I Qui univerſas provincias regunt, jus gladii habent, Ibid. 

$ Novell. 28. 

|| Det operam judex ut prætorium ſuum ipſe componit- 
Gd. Theod. lib, i. tit 16. 

++ Non poteſt & prefectis pretorio it Credidit 
enim princeps, eos, qui ob ſingularem induftriam, explorath. 
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the prince raiſes none to that high ſtation but men 
of approved wiſdom and uprightneſs, ho can do 
10 wrong. But cannot the prince be deceived in 
his choice? To truſt the welfare of à whole peo- 
le to the promiſed faith of one man, is à mon- 
lrous abſurdity in government. Juſtinian was 
aware of this, and, to reform the abuſe, re-eſta- 
liſhed the prætorſhip, with full power and in- 
ſructions toinquire into the condu@and depreda- 
tions of the governors}, But in doing this, he 
created a new order of tyrants, whoſe reſidence 
in the provinces gave an opportunity to corrup- 
tion to ſpread: as it were by contagion, till they, 
who were meant to be the guardians of the people, 
became confederates in profligacy, and increaſed 
the number of vile uſurpers, Hence the impunity 
with which vice lords it through the empire; 
tence too the ſnameful imbecility of _— and 
neffectual laws r. | 


torum fide, et gravitate, ad hujus officii magnitudinem.adhi- 
bentur, non aliter judicaturos eſſe, pro ſapientia ac luce dig- 
nitatis ſuæ, quam ipſe foret judicaturus. Pand. lib. i. cis. 11. 


bt prætor prohibeat exaRores tributorum ſuſcipere et 
erequi, mandata, quz malo more à ſede prefecti exeunt, 
de muris reficiendis, de viis ſternendis, et aliis one ribus in- 
tuitis. Novell, 24. 

I Vide Pand. lib, 48; Leg. Jul. repetundarum ; Leg. 
ju. de annonk ; Leg. Jul, peculatus; Cod, Theod. lib. iv. 
it. 12; Cod. Juſt. lib, 1. de cenfib, 
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What would you do in ſuch a caſe, ſaid the 
emperor?—1I -would liſten, replied Beliſarius, to 
the outcries of the injured, and E oppreſſion 
ſhould tremble for its guilt. 1 
There is, among the various inſtitutions eſta- 
blſhed by the princes of the empire, one that 1 
reverence, and fervently wiſh to ſee enforced 
according to the true principles and ſpirit of its 
deſign, When in the number of perſons, to 
whom the authority of government is delegated, 
I perceived a ſet of officers ſent into the pro- 
vinces + with ſpecial powers to hear the com- 
plaints of the people, in order to tranſmit a me- 
morial of grievances to the emperor, I felt my 
heart expand with the ſpirit of ' humanity. My 
vows are offered up, my conſtant prayers, that 
the prince may give that important office all its 
weight and dignity ; that he may nominate to ſo 
glorious an employment his ſele& and moſt vir- 
tuous friends, the men of approved integrity and 
honour ; that, amidſt the awful pomp of reli- 
gious ceremony, he may receive, at the foot of 
the altar, the ſolemn oath, by which the choſen 
patriots ſhall bind themſelves to their prince, 
their country, and their God, never to betray 
the intereſts of the weak and helpleſs, to the 
pride and atrogance of dominecring ſpirits ; that 


+ They were called Cu ks. 
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he may each year depute this honeſt band as 
the guardians of our civil rights; and that he 
may, as ſoon as their high commiſſion is exe- 
cuted, recal them to his preſence, leſt corruption 
have time to tamper with their virtue. Were 
things in this train, what glorious effects might 
be expected from ſuch a viſitation! The conſe» 
quences are now beſore my eyes! Behold; on 
the arrival of the juſt and upright man, how 
Liberty rears its head in the provinces, and 
ſmiles content! how Tyranny and Oppreſhon 
look abaſhed and tremble! Behold the gover- 
nors, the proconſuls, and their deputies, turn 
pale, and ſhrink at the tribunal of their judge, 
who is ſurrounded by a grateful aſſembly of the 
people, and hailed as their father and their aven- 
ger! It is the complaint of kings, that the 
truth does not reach them! But oh, my friends! 
ſhe endeavours to make her way to them, and 
even to break through their guards in defiance 
of {words and peril, Yet how eaſy might the 
acceſs be made! It would not then be the ſe- 
ditious outcry of a tumultuous people, but the 
calm remonſtrances of the wiſe and good, offer- 
ing up, with reſpectful deference, at the foot of 
the throne, the ſupplications of humanity. How 
rare would be the flagrant outrages committed 
in the very name of the ſovereign, if thus an- 


nually they were to undergo a ſevere and ſtrict 
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examination, while the ſword of juſtice is ready 
in the ſovercign's hand to. fall on every gillty 
head ! : 

Of all ranks in ien the military claſs is 
that where licentiouſneſs and diſorder are likely 
to prevail with impunity. But let diſcipline be 
enforced with due rigour throughout the army; 
let partiality never glide into the adminiſtration 
of juſtice; and a few examples, ſuch as Juſtinian 
hes held forth to the world, will controul the 
wildeſt and moſt daring ſpirits, 

Jo what example do you allude, ſaid the em- 
peror *—You ſhall hear, replied Beliſarius: it 
is, in my judgment, the brighteſt paſſage of his 
reign, The generals who commanded at Col- 
chis had imbrued their hands in royal blood. 
The king of the Lazians, even then in alliance 
with the emperor, was inhumanly murdered, 
Without delay Juſtinian ſent Athanaſius, one of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſenators, with inſtrufions 
and full powers to hold an enquiry into the con- 
duct of the delinquents, and, after a full hear- 
ing, to pronounce judgment, and ſee the ſentence 
of the law executed on the guilty. Athanaſius, 
who was now judge in the laſt reſort, condufted 
this important buſineſs with all the pomp and 
ſolemnity the occaſion required. On one of the 
ſmaller hills of Caucaſus he fixed his tribunal, 
and there, in the fight of the Lazian army, the 
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nurderers of the king were beheaded. But com- 
niſions of this nature call for men ſuperior to 
corruption, of which, indeed, the number is mi- 
erably thinned by the weak and proſtrate condi- 
non of the Senate. 

How! ſaid Tiberius, are you a zealot * chat 
delhotic order, thoſe enemies of civil liberty, men 
of boundleſs arrogance in power, ſubmiſhve to 
ulurpat ion, and ever ready to n or be en - 
laved ? | 

When I bemoan the want of a Senate, replied 
Beliſarius, I do not regret What it was; I regret 
what it might have been. There is in every go- 
rernment a tendency to arbitrary power; for it 
is perhaps natural to man to ſet up his own will 
3 a law to others, By their rigid behaviour, 
their inflexible pride, and domineering arrogance, 
the Senate made their adminiſtration odious; 
and mankind, harraſſed out, began to conceive 
hopes that the government of one might prove 
more mild and equitable they preferred it, 
therefore, to the tyranny of the few. The ſo- 
vereign, thus eſtabliſhed, grew jealouſly fond of 
the ſole authority, and upon the ruins of the Se- 
nate he was determined to build up his preroga- 
tive, As he advanced in his encroachment, a 
pannic ſeized the Senate, and the whole order 
crouched at once, with a meanneſs that exceed- 
ed even the wiſhes of the new maſter; even Ti- 
O 2 
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berius bluſhed for their ſervility.¶ But it is eaſy 
to conceive, that the Senate, when it loſt the 
power of doing evil, might {till retain that of 
rendering ſervice to the public; that it might 
give to government an air of conſtitutional au- 
thority; and, being an intermediate order be- 
tween the ſovereign and the people, might con- 
ne& and ſtrengthen the whole force of the com. 
munity. And yet it is not in this view that 1 
regard the Senate, I conſider it as a ſeminary of 
ſtateſmen and of heroes, where at all-times might 
be found a ſet of great and eminent characters, 
uſed alike to the ſword and to the ſcales of juſ- 
tice, diſtinguiſhed both in council -and the field, 
and fully inſtructed how to give ſupport to go- 
vernment by falutary laws and military force. 
It is from that nurſery of men; all trained to 
truth, to knowledge, and to virtue, that the ſo- 
vereign would be always able to ſelect his minil- 
ters, his generals, his governors, and his officers 
of every ſort. Let there be occaſion now for a 
man of principle, wiſdom, and ability; where 
is he to be found? How is he to be known? 
Where has he diſtinguiſhed himſelf ? Muſt the 
fate of a whole people be riſked before he can 
have a decided character? Can a Regulus, a Fa- 
bius, or a Scipio, be formed by the new in{titu- 
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tion of an imperial militia to do duty about the 
palace? + Inſtead of a public career of emula- 
tion, where the ſoldiery is inured to the exerciſe 
of arms, where talents enter the liſts, where vir- 
tue is called forth into open day-light, where the 
characters of men diſplay themſelves to the 
world, and the powers of genius are unfolded; 
and abilities preſs forward in the race of glory; 
inſtead of this bright ſchool of honour, all ge- 
nerous contention is ſuppreſſed; and employ- 
ments of dignity; that ſhould be the reward of 
merit only, are now given as a compliment to the 
accidental circumſtances of birth, or partially 
dealt out by the hand of court favour. From this 
ſource ſpring all the evils, which, like a torrent, 
threaten. to overwhelm the ſtate. 

What would you adviſe, ſaid the angie? 
When men have degenerated into vice and pro- 
ligacy ; when the whole race is degraded, and, 
after painful endeavours to. appoint for the 
beſt, nothing. great or good. can. be ſeparated 
from the general maſs of the times; judgment. 
then may. be weary of deliberating, and he who. 
fads that he chooſes only to err, may reaſona-. 
bly deſire to Wave the fatigue of thinking t. to no 
purpoſe. 


} This new-fangled order coofifted of the civil magiſtrate. 
and the officers of the revenue. The Senate was merg.d, 
= it by the policy of the - v4 
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That is concluding too haſtily, - replied Belifa. 
rius ; though often baffled in the choice; yet the 
ſovereign ſhould not be diſcouraged: - Total de- 
pravity never happens; honeſt men are always 
to be found; and if not. found, they are to be 
made. They will be made, if the love of virtue, 
and penetration to diſtinguiſh it, form the cha- 
racter of the prince. Farewel, my friends, the 
topic J have juſt ſtarted ſhall be diſcuſſed at our 
next meeting; and it will be no unpleafing en- 
quiry, if we find, as I think we ſhall, that, to re- 
form the worſt abuſes, We n the volition 
of a ſingle man. 

Beliſarius ſeems td reſt every thing upon the 
weak, irreſolute will of the prince, ſaid Juſti- 
nian to Tiberius: But can a mere act of the 
will bettow diſcernment, or aſcertain a proper 
choice? Is he not aware of the falſe appear- 
ances under which men diſguiſe themſelves? 

That men wall be born ſuch as you chooſe 
they ſhould, ſaid Tiberius, as if nature were ſub- 
je& to political authority, is a propoſition that 
embarraſſes me much. Yet Beliſarius has a large 
and comprehenfive mind: his years and his mis- 
fortunes have opened to him many veins of re- 
flection, and it will be well worth while to liſten 
to him. 
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Ox cole e the following — they found 
zeliſarius employed with his man Paulinus in 
the cultivation of his garden. Had you arrived, 
aid he, a moment ſooner, you would have 
earned, as I myſelf have done, an excellent leſ- 
ſon in the art of governing ; for nothing bears ſo 
- ſtrong a reſemblance to political ceconomy as the 
management of plants; and my gardener, who 
is here at hand, reaſons __ the matter —— 
ther Solon. of 
As the emperor and Tiberius were a a 
turn with the hero, the young man ſtated to him 
the ſeveral reflections they had made, together 
with the reafons upon which they founded an 
opinion that he was W_y in an laſt TO 


tion, 

lt is too true, rephed Abies, that a prince 
ſurrounded in his palace by a circle of courtiers 
and of flatterers, will have but little-knowledge 
of mankind ; but what ſhall reſtrain him from 
breaking through the fence, from being commu- 
nicative and eaſy of acceſs ? Affability in a ſo- 
vereign is an enquiry into that truth, Which will 
be diſguiſed by his ſlaves, but never withheld 
from him by the friend of the people, the ho- 
neſt huſbandman, and the rough veteran ſoldier, 
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From them he will hear the voice of the public; 
that voice which is the oracle kings ought to 
conſult, the beſt, the unerring decider of merit 
and of virtue! Let that oracle pronounce What 
men are fit for ſervants of the ſtate, and an er- 
noneous choice will ſeldom be made. To ſay 
the whole in a few words, the ſovereign's atten- 
tion ought to be directed only to two objetts, 

which are, the counſellors of ſtate, and the men 
who are to carry the plans of the cabinet into 
execution: if tho former are fit for their high 
office, I will be reſponfible for the latter, The 
whole depends upon having near his perſon men 
worthy of their ſtation. Theodoric had but one 
faithful adviſer, the virtuous Caſſiodorus; and 
the glory of his reign is known to the univerſe, 
I will take-upon me to ſay, that even at court there 
are not wanting infallible criterions of honour 
and fidelity. Severity of manners, diſintereſt- 
ed conduct, the honeſt firmneſs of truth, a ge- 
nerous ardour in the cauſe of innocence, un- 
ſhaken conſtancy in friendſhip, a zeal for vir- 
tue that never veers about with the gales of for- 
tune; and a reverence for the laws; theſe are 
the features of character by which a prince may 
know how to diſtinguiſh among men, and to 
determine his. choice. Would you know the 
tokens which ſhould make him proſcribe men 
from. his preſence? They are more legible and 
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certain than the former; for virtue may be 
counterfeit, but the character of vice is ſeldom 
ited. As ſoon as it appears, you may believe it 
genuine. For example: If 1 were a king, tho 
nan who once ſhould dare to talk with contempt 
of my people, with levity of «the duties of my 
tation, or ſhould: attempt to varniſh with flat- 
cry the abuſe of my prerogative, that man ſhould 
ever rank in the liſt of my friends. Moreover, 
o an obſervant eye that marks the ways of the 
world, there ate never wanting certain traces of 
character, which, through the veil of diſſimula- 
ton, betray the habitual ſentiment; and develope 
the inward man. I have heard much of the pro- 
ſound impoſture of courtiers: but impoſture is 
3 well known as candour itſelf ; and ſhould 
the ſovereign be impoſed upon, the public voice 
will undeceive him, Let him therefore give his 
eſteem and confidence to the worthy, and he will 
be ſure to be properly informed in every delibe- 
tation: for truth and virtue will * his 
council board. © 

But do you conſider, aid che ee what 
number of the good and virtuous he will have 
occaſion for, that the free courſe of juſtice and 
_ the Gignity of his reign may be ſupported in their 
vigour? Where is he to find the men to com- 
plete ſo honourable a iſt? | 1 
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Human nature, replied Beliſarius, will always 
fupply him. Let ſovereigns know how to uſe 
them, and ſhe will never be defective. And 
to direct that uſe, ſaid Juſtinian, can there be a 
better rule than that of wholeſome-and falutary 
Jaws ?—— That will go a great Way, replied Be- 
liſarius; but it is not all: the manners are not, 
in many inſtances, within the controul of law. 
And how then, ſaid quſtinian, ard invcterne 
habits; to Which time h given a Kind of. pte. 
ſcription, to be e fle ctually changed? * 
My gardener will inform voi beplied Belifa- 
rius. Here, Paulinus: When à hoxieus herb 
ſnoots up among your plants, hat do you def 
—1 take it up by the root, anſwered the Honzſt 
gardener . But hy, inſtead of weeding it, 
don't you op it ꝰ Why, it would ſprout gait, 
and there woul& be no end of dhe trouble and 
beſides, good Sir, it is at the root it ſucks A the 
Juices of the earth, and that, it is our buſineſs to 
prevent —You' hear him, my friends, ſaid Beli- 
ſarius: he has given you an abridgement of ih: 
law. The law, it is true, retrenches, as far as it 
is able, the crimes of ſociety; but the vites that 
give birth to thoſe crimes, are ſuffered to remain, 
whereas they ought to be weeded and torn up by 
the root. Nor is that an imprafticable ſcheme: 
for all vices, at leaſt thoſe of the court, have 
one common root, and grow out of the ſame 
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BELISARLIUS, - 
bed. And what is that, pray? ſaid Tiberius. a ; 
ordinate deſire, replied Beliſarius: and whe- we 
ker that deſire be underſtood to import avarice, 
hat loves to hoard, or rapacity, that delights in 
qundering;.. there is nothing ſordid and un- 
rorthy but What ſprings from that ſource. In- 
humanity, fraud, treachery, in 1gratitude, envy, 
wlice, and all the vices that make the gradation 
to the higheſt, iniquity, are modes of the, ſame 
tepravity of heart, that breaks out in every ſpe- 
des of meanneſs and of pride. It goes on in a 
courſe of depredation upon mankind, and, with 
he ſpoils of the weak, pampers itſelf in riot, 
roluptuous enjoyment, and every ſort of pro- 
ligacy and corruption. Thus the love of riches 
nfefts the whole ſyſtem of the manners. Does 
it kindle ambition ? Perſidy and fraud are min- 
fled with what otherwiſe might be a noble paſ- 
ion, Is courage ever. grafted upon covetoul- 
neſs? From the ſtock on which. it grows, even 
courage ſhall derive the pernicious qualities that 
&baſe it into a vice. The moſt brilliant talents 
are by avarice tinged with the ſtain of venality ; = 
and the ſoul, which is enſlaved by it, is for ever | 
kt up to auction, to be bought * the higheſt 
bidder, 

From this ſource, this fatal deſire of — 2 
wealth, ſpring all the crimes that diſturb the 
community. Of this vice, whoſe tyranny at- 
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 Nifts the univerſe, Luxury is the parent; for, te 
make its genealogy clear, Luxury engenders va 
rious wants: by theſe Avarice is begot, and Ava 
rice, to gratify her purpoſes, is obliged to leagud 
with Oppreſſion. From hence it is clear, that toi 
lay the axe to the root of the miſchief, we mull 
begin with Luxury: there muſt commence the 
grand revolution in the manners, 
But that, ſaid the emperor, will be to wage 
War with an hydra; one head is ſtruck off, and 
thouſands grow in its room. To uſe a compari 
ſon more analogous ; Luxury is a Proteus, which 
is never to be chained, but eludes the touch in 
different ſhapes, 'T will go farther, ſaid the em- 
peror: the cauſes and the effects of luxury, its 
connections and its intereſts, form a ſyſtem ſo 
"compounded of good and evil, that, were it poſ- 
ſible to reſtrain or to deſtroy it, I ſhould much 
doubt whether the former would be endured, 
'or the latter e in the _—_—y an bares to the 
Mate. VI1T99 IH 
I grant you, replied Belgie that luxury in 
the ſtate is like a ſet of wicked and evil men, 
who have intrenched themſelves in great con- 
neftions : meaſures are kept with them in the 
beginning, on account of their party; but, in 
the end, they are ordered into confinement, as 
enemies of the ſtate. I ſhall not, however, go 
fo far. Let us ſet out with facts, which I myſcl! 
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pre ſeen. Luxury, it has been ſaid, is of uſe 
| in capital cities. Ldo not believe the polition.; 
hut, be that as it may, in a camp I am ſure it is 
xraicious. When Pompey obſerved the ſol 
bers of Cælar living upon roots that grew wildly, 
n the helds, © They are,” ſaid he, an herd of 
&rute beaſts;“ he ſhould have ſaid, * They 
e men.” The primary quality of a general 
; to hazard his life; the ſecond, to circumſcribe 
dis paſſions and his wants within the bounds of 
mſon and of nature; and this laſt, to the man 
mervated by voluptuous indolence, will be a 
alk of the moſt difficult ſelf-denial. The peo- 
le that ſhall endeavour, amidſt-the rough ſcenes: 
of war, to enjoy the ſofter delicacies of peace, 
vill ſtrive to reconcile two things wholly in- 
compatible, and will neither be able to bear proſ- 
jerity, nor the reverſes of fortune. To be vic- 
vrious will not anſwer their purpoſe ; they mult 
rot in abundance ; and ſhould that happen not 
tobe the conſequence, even vittory will loſe its 
charms, The camp where frugality and ſober 
manners prevail, will be full of ſpirit and manly 
Vgour; it will be, as I may ſay, on the wing; 
vile the army which is diſſolved in luxury 
grows ſluggiſh, daſtardly, and inactive. By tem- 
perance all the advantages of inward ſtrength 
nd outward reſource are managed and ſetured; 
al, on the other hand, they are all thrown away 
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by prodigality, till at length deſolation, famine 6 
pale diſmay, and ſhameful flight, conclude the jor 


war with infamy and diſgrace. To the people ut 
foftened by effeminacy, every enterpriſe appear: 5 
above their ſtrength ; the principle of valou dot 
may remain, but the power of executing is gone; oſh 
and the enemy that knows how to harraſs and nat 
fatigue, need not endeavour to vanquiſh: the pu 
delays of war will have the efficacy of ſo many tha 
battles, a 
Nor does the whole miſchief of luxury con- br 
fiſt in waſting the vigour of the body; it ſtrikes cot 
corruption to the very ſoul, The' man of bet 
wealth and affluence, who leads pleaſure and cl 
luxury in his train, diffuſes a contagion through 7a 
the camp; and the ſoldier of fortune, aſhamed br 
to be outdone by his equal in the army, becomes 10 
his competitor in profligacy, and, for a ſhew © 
of vain-glory, incurs real diſhonour, Jo riches to 
and ſplendor of appearance, eſteem is offered th 
up as a tribute; while poverty falls into con- o 
tempt, and ſober virtue is abaſhed by ridicule. _ 
Then farewel to all; there can be no deeper 
* perdition. This, my friends, is not a fictitious 3 
| account of luxury; it is the hiſtory of what 1 t 
have ſeen, ne 
I know full well, Laid Tiberius, that you ba- 
niſhed it from your armies ; pray inform me how p 
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that was accompliſhed, —Without any kind of i 
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ifculty, replied Beliſarius: I caſhiered it 
hom my own tent, and made it appear through- 
wt the ranks in a contemptible light. Againſt 
he venom of pride, contempt is a powerful anti- 
bote. I had learned that a young Aﬀiatrc had 
thered into my camp the ſoft indulgencies of his 
utive clime;-that he repoſed himſelf under a 
urple pavilion, and drank out of golden gohlets; 
that his table ſmoked with the rareſt diſhes, and 
arkled with the moſt exquiſite wines, I invited- 
kim to dine with, me, and, in the preſence of his 
comrades, Voung man, ſaid I, you ſee we-live 


lere upon homely fare; we are often worfe ſerv- 


ed, and it is-what-we'haveto expect: for in the 
nce of. glory it. is our lot very often to want 


bread, Your delicacy, take my word for it, wilt 
neet frequent diſappomtments in this hardy 
co.rſe of life, and therefore I would adviſe you, 


lo take your leave of the army, He received 
this reproach with due ſenſibility, made an apo- 
ogy for his condutt, and diſcharged his retinue. 
—And was that admonition ſufficient? inter- 
poled Tiberius, —Without doubt it was, replied 
Felifarius ; for my own example gave weight: 
io my precepts: and, beſides, the character of ir- 
reſolution never belonged to me. But ſurely this 
ſeverity of life muſt have occaſioned great com- 
Plants! —When the law is equal and expedient; 
is obeyed without murmuring. Very true; 
P 2 


| 


* 


- by ———_— 
— — — — 


922 
* 


* — T—— —— 2 IS — 
i = 


— — — 


— 
— =_— 


— 20 
—_— — — 


— 


- 1 
a 4 — — i * _ — : I — 
Ret cane „„ DTT SS Pw I— ———C—————————————————— ——_— —_———— ̃ . — 
5 - fy 4 — HS „ 


— — 
* ” . 


260. BELIS ARID Ss 

but to be humbled to the level of the poor, muf 
have been an hardſhip upon the rich man.— I 
may poſſibly be the caſe; but, to counterbalane 
that inconvenience, it Was agreeable to the poo 
man to ſee the rich undiſtinguiſhed; and the 
Poor, in all quarters of the world, are the greateſſ j 
party. — Ves; but in courts. the rich have the 
ſtrongeſt influence. They have ſo, and they re 
venged themſelves by my ruin: and yet, far from 
repenting, I ſhould act in the very ſame manner 
again; for the vigqur of the ſoul, like that of the 
body, is the reſult of temperance. Without tem- 
perance, there is nothing generous and diſintereſt-· 
ed; and, without diſintereſtedneſs, not à ſingle 
virtue. I enquired of a ſhepherd one day why 
his dogs were fo faithful: Becauſe, ſaid he, they 
live on bfead. Had they. been nouriſhed with 
ſeſb, they would be no better than wolves. I. 
was much ſtruck with this reply. In general, the 
ſureſt way to controul the progrels of vice, is to 
retrench the wants occaſioned by evil habi 
All this is practicable in an army, ſaid the em- 
peror, but merely viſionary, nay impoſſible, in a 
ſtate, Between civil inſtitutions and military 
law, there is a wide difference: by the latter, li- 
berty is much abridged, and fettered with tritt 
limitations. No law whatever reſtrains a member 
of ſociety from enriching himſelf by fair and 
honeſt means; and when wealth is acquired, no 


lis avarice by concealing his treaſure.— I ſubſcribe. 
to what you ſay, ſaid Belifarius,—I go ſtill 
krther, continued the emperor: if the riches of 
the community are engroſſed by a particular claſs 
af men, it is fit that they ſhould be diffuſed, and 
from the hand of idleneſs. —I concur with you in 
luſtinian, that ſenſuality, oſtentation, ſplendour 
of appearance, the-caprices of. taſte, the coquetry 
of faſhion, the refinements. of effeminacy, and 


the manners, which the policy of every ſtate con- 
nives at, and of which, without. a degree of ty- 


bid, ſaid Beliſarius, that I ſhould deſire to bring 


ort Now then, you ſee, continued the empe- 


ror, that luxury ſtands protected by all that is 
held ſacred and inviolable amongſt men! by li- 
derty, by the rights of. property, and, I.mmay add, 


public utility.—I agree to all, ſaid Beliſarius, 
except that laſt point. To clear that from ob- 


jections, aid the prince, you will allow that 
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ky can diveſt him of the right of diſpoſing of it, 
prevent a quiet enjoyment of his property. It 
; the fruit of his induſtey, his labour, and his ta- 
ents, or it was tranſmitted to him by his anceſ- 
ors, He is at liberty to diſſipate, or to gratify . 


that labour and induſtry ſhould derive their ſhare 
that alſo, ſaid the hero.—I will add, reſumed... 
the whims of vanity, are all little blemiſhes in 


nanny, no law can take cogniaance.— Heaven for- 


down the weight of law upon matters of this 
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luxury animates the arts, and bids them thrive. 
and flouriſh; that it encourages induſtry, and ex- 
cites a ſpirit of activity and emulation, offering 
to the habit of indolence, and the love of- idle. 


neſs, new incentives of defire, artificial nn p 
and ſtudied gratifications, | : 
1 allow, faid Belifarius, that 2 os 0 
thoſe who have been addicted to it, has its al- 0 
lurements, and that it is profitable to the men d 


who ſtudy. to heighten thoſe! allurements, and 

gratify defire: that the law ſhould leave that 
commerce free and open, I ikewiſe admit. Is 
not this what you contend for? 

J contend for ſomething farther, replied the 
emperor: I maintain, that the influence of luxu- 
ry, by progreſſive degrees diffuſes itſelf through 
every clafs of the community, even don to thoſe 
who work and labour, It is beneficial to them; 
far it opens a vent for their commodities, and 
yields a quick return for their induſtry. 

It is upon this point, ſaid Beliſarius, that 
appearances miſlead you; for that which comes. 
to the ſhare of the labouring man from the hand. 
of prodigality, only reverts back to the original 
owner: it was firſt taken from him by avarice; 
and if it return to him, it is. becauſe luxury can- 
not prevent it. Recal to mind the idea, which I 

formerly ſuggeſted, of the primitive ſtate of ſo- 
ciety: what is the end it has in view Is it nat 


* 
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o render man uſeful to man? And in that ſyſ- 

em, is not the right which one-man has to the 

»hours of another founded on reciprocal condi- 
tions ? If fo, hat muſt be faid-pf him who em- 
;loys thouſands to anſwer the multiplicity of his 
ants, without. contributing, on his part, to the 
ervice of others?» He is like a ſterile and peri- 
cous herb that growes to ſeed in a field of wheat. 
duch is the rich man who loiters his days in idle- 
dels and luxury. For him, the buſy part of ſo- 


cety are at work; and with a cold di ſregard he 


eceives the products of their labour, as a tribute 
due to him, To ſupply his deſire, and adminiſter- 
o his pleaſures, ſeems. the employment of all na- 
ure; the elements, the moſt exquiſite viands, the 
uts, and the choiceſt efforts of invention, are all 
is. He partakes of all, and is unconducive him- 
elf to any uſeful end. He engroſſes from the 
public ſervice a number of hands for his own ur- 
poles, He does the duty of none, and dies at 

aſt without leaving any void, Nun. 885 the: 
good things he has conſumed. | 

Lam not clear as to this point, ſaid Tiberids; 
for it ſeems to me that he is 'not/ altogether ſo 


great an incumbrance as you imagine. For if he 
does not throw the fruits of his own talents into 


the general fund, if he does not impart to the 
public his own activity and powers, yet he circu- 
lues his money, and that does full as well. 
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Hold, my young friend, ſaid Beliſarius; money 
isa mereſymbol of valuation, a general ſtandard, 


denoting the worth of the thing we receive, | 


and a pledge for the return of it. It anſwers the 
purpoſes of mutual commerce, and gives facility to 
the traffic between man and man: but he who, 
in the courſe of that traffic, gives only the ſym- 
bol, and never parts with the reality, breaks the 
true law of commutat:on, in order to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of chat for which he never pays in kind. 
The pawn which he depoſits, diſpenſes with 
the contract, inſtead of binding it cloſer, Let 
the magiſtrate keep painful vigils for the public 
ſafety ; let the ſoldier fight the battles of his 
country, and let the huſbandman and artificer 
work inceſſantly ; the right of the rich man to 
their joint ſervices is annually renewed, and 
his privilege to be nnen is F 

his gold. 

In this manner, faid Tiberius the world is 
hired in the | ſervice of opulence.—It is ſo, my 
young friend, continued Beliſarius; and the 
rich man is at no other trouble than that of pay- 
ing in the detail to the whole community the 
wages of their ſervitude.— But ſhould there be 
ſuch a ſtate of ſervitude ? inquired Tiberius, 
Why ſhould any government endure theſe men 
of overgrown opulence ?—Becauſe, replied the 
hero, the law ſecures to every individual the pos. 
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{ſion of the property he has acquired; and no- 
thing can be ſo juſtly acquired as the fruit of la- 
bour, induſtry, and knowledge. With the liberty 
of acquiring, the right of poſſeſſing is "naturally = 
connected ʒ and property, as well as liberty, is a 
civil right not to be violated *, R is, without 
toubt, an. evil, that the opulent ſhould have it in 
their power to throw the whole load of their on 
exiſtence, and that of their train, upon the com- 
.nunity ; but it would be a more crying evil, were 
the principles of emulation ſupproſſed, and in- 
duſtry diveſted of a ſecure title to its poſſeſhons:' 
Let us therefore not complain of incurable evils. 
As long as there are degrees of activity, induſtry; 
and ceconomy, there will alſo be degrees of hap- 
pineſs and. inequality in the conditions of many 
kind, The more floutiſhing the ſtate, the more 
iriking will that inequality be and yet, to level 
thoſe conditions, is arne | 
will uſurp,. 041% 
Let us avow, then, ſaid che emperor, that el. | 
ry has its ul; for it r. by its wants and its 


*A . . at 83 found. a crenſure that had "ih 
bid in his ground, He wrote to the emperor Trajan, I. 
have found a treaſure.” Trajan anſwered, that he had 
nothing to do but to enjoy it. It is too much for a philo- 
* {opher to uſe,” replied the other. Then make a. wrong 
uſe of it, ſai4 the prince. Alexander Severus thought the 
ſane, © Hos 
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expences, to compound with the public for the 

very inequality complained of. In other words, 

luxury exhauſts its own riches, and bids them flow 

among the people. I acknowledge it, replied 

Beliſarius, riches ſhould have as many vents 

as poſſible through which to diffuſe themſelves a- 

broad. I do not mean to argue, that tho man of. 
affluence ſhould be obliged to hoard his riches, or 
that any rule of policy ſhould prefcribe the uſe to 
be made of them. The law, L have already ſaid, 
| ſhould content itſelf with charging the public 
with the neceſſities of government: Fartherthan- 
this it ſhould not go; the reſt of every man's ac-. 
quiſition ſhould be left. une xaiſed, in ſuch manner. 
that the ſtate ſhould. draw its noceſſary ſupplies. 
Yes, opinion, replied Beliſarius: that, and that 
only, without canſtraintand.violence,will arrange 

all things in their proper order; and it is thence 

alone that, we are eee. 
manners. 

A revolution of this fort appears difficult to 
you; but it depends entirely upon the will and 
the example of the ſovereign. Let him be equal 
and impartial to merit; let the man of modeſt re- 
ſerve and ſimplicity of manners be ſure of the beſt 
reception at court; let the prince proclaim his 
contempt of oſtentatious expence and emaſculat- 
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ng luxuries; let him behold, with an eye of dif- 
lain, the ſlaves of luxury; let him view with re· 
ards of cheerfulneſs and reſpett the men ho la- 
hour for the public good; and the court will ſoon 
ake the tone of ſimple manners, ennobled by 
viſdom and frugality. Oſtentation will no longer 
ke honourable; jt will not even be decent. A be- 
oning auſterity of life will take the place of li- 
entiouſneſs; every thing frivolous will give way 
towiſdom ; perſonal merit will be the beſt letter 
of recommendation, and pomp and vanity will be 
left to the empty pleaſures of ſelf-applauſe. Oh! 
ny friends! how rapid would be their fall! You 
know how docile and imitative the metropolis is; 
how eaſy to be moulded to the example of the 
court! That which grows into eſteem is ſoon in 
faſhion, The good old frugality once reſtored, 
Uintereſtedneſs would follow, and bring in her 
ain heroic manners. The man of ability to be 
uſeful, perceiving inordinate defires no longer in 
rogue, and freed from the debaſing wants of luxu- 
y, would ſoon find the ſentiments of honour tak- 
ing root in his heart; the love of his country, and 
u ardour for glory, would warm the breaſt of 
freedom, and emulation would kindle up its ge- 
nerous flame. Alas! did the ſovereign know his 
icendant over the minds of men, with what faci- 
iy he can mould them to his will, he would en- 
jy it as his ſweeteſt power, his beſt and moſt ro- 
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ſpectable prerogative; and yet it is the only regal 
attribute of Which he is entirely ignorant. 

By what influence, ſaid Juſtinian, ſhall the ſo. 
vereign be able to controul a taſte for amuſement, 
the love of pleaſure, and the luſt of money? Of 
what conſequence is it to him, whole every ſenſe 
is intoxicated with voluptuouſneſs, whether the 
court approves or cenſures his conduct? Will the 
prince be able to reſtrain the man, whoſe power 
of wealth is great, from making his on uſe of the 
induſtrious ? Can he hinder him from being en- 
compaſſed with delights? from making the arts 
ſubſervient to his gratifications? No, replied Be- 
liſarius: but, if it be agreeable to the ſovereign, 
he can brand effeminacy with ſharne,' and indo- 
lence with contempt: he can exclude diſſipa- 
tion, vice, and incapacity, however wealthy, from 
the firſt offices of the ſtate. It will depend upon 
him, to make the true comforts of life, and every 
rational enjoyment, the ſure attendants of a good 
and reſpectable character: he can give them to 
merit, and he can, moreover, take from luxury 
all its pride and oſtentation, till it feels itſelf.the 
object of contempt, This will almoſt complete 
the work; for when luxury is thus reduced, ho- 
neſty will: no longer be deprefled, nor will virtue 
ſuffer indignity. There will be other rewards, of 
which riches can never be the ſubſtitute, The 
eſteem of the public, dignities, and honours, will 
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be the price of merit. Gold will not be able to 
cover over ſhame and infamy; and the little ſpirit 
will flutter in vain in pomp and ſplendid orna- 


nent. Believe me,-my good friends, take pride - 
from luxury, and you diſarm it. All its refined - 


ſenſations are affeted;. it ſubſiſts entirely upon 
the opinion mankind entertains of its gaiety and 
happineſs, Subdue that opinion, and you re- 
duce riches to their true ſtandard. If they aſ- 


F pire to honour and real value, they muſt be en- 


nobled by the uſe made of them, It. is impoſ- 
ible for luxury to be generous ; avarice grows 
upon its wants; and that very avarice is com- 
pounded of all the paſſions that are uſually hired 
for money, But if the moſt ardent paſſions, 
ſuch as pride, ambition, and love itſelf, (for love 
Amys is in the train of pomp and vain-glory,) 
ae no longer attached to magnificence and oſ- 
tentation, you may then compute how the eſti- 
mate of luxury is diminiſhed, and avarice loſes 
of its force, 

The real advantages of wealth, ſuch as conve- 
nience, accommodation, the delights of afflu- 
ence, quiet, independence, and that ſuperiority 
which fortune claims over thoſe who are retain- 
ed in its ſervice; all theſe are more than ſuffi- 


cient to ſtrike a deep impreſſion upon little 


minds; inſomuch that I am far from hoping or 
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fearing the downfal of arts, which have luxury 
for their ſupport, 

But let diſtinftions and honours be once dif. 
joined from wealth, and then the ſouls which 
nature has endowed with energy and ſpirit, with 
- exalted virtues and generous paſſions, will look 
down with diſdain upon the petty enjoyments of 
vanity, and will ſeek elſewhere the rewards of 
Fame and honour, | | 
I he glare of affluence, ſaid Tiberius, will ne- 
ver be eclipſed; in an opulent and flouriſhing 
| Nate, by the frugal ſyſtem of barren and unpro- 
- itable- honours, The eyes of mankind are daz- 
zled by the luſtre of wealth; and dignities, nay 
majeſty itſelf, are obliged to borrow thence their 
molt ſtriking decorations, 1 

I ſhould be glad to know, replied Beliſariu 
of two eminent men, which, according to your 
ideas, gave the greateſt dignity and even majeſty 
to the Roman Senate, the rich Lucullus, or the 
indigent Cato? The queſtion quite overpower- 
ed Tiberius. I allude now, continued the hero, 
fo an zra of luxury; and yet, in that very pe- 
riod, with what veneration did the ſound uncor- 
rupted part of the commonwealth (I mean the 
people) recal to their minds the days of ancient 
ſimplicity, when Rome was free, virtuous, and 
poor; when the lands of her ſcanty territory 
were tilled by the conqueror's hand, and the 
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dough was crowned with triumphant laurel! 
let us do juſtice to the people, and reſt aſſured 
that a wiſe ſovereign; encircled with warriors 
nd with patriots void' of arrogance, but full of 
rears and Honours, will exhibit to his people a 
nore reſpectable and honourable ſcene, than a 
prince diſſolved in luxury, and ſurrounded by a 
tain of glittering vaſſals. It is a maxim ever 
inculcated by perſons in high offices, that, to 
trike the public with ideas of dignity, their rank 
ought ever to be adorned with pomp and magni- 
hicence, They are generally both ſuperinduced ; 
but they reſemble a coat, whoſe amplitude ſerves 
to cover the defects of the body; and this ſur- 
niſhes us with an additional reaſon, why the 
whole wardrobe of outward ſhew and ſplendor, 
which thus diſguiſes men, and confounds the 
judgment, ſhould be totally thrown aſide. When 
Virtue diſplays itſelf to the public eye, like 
a wreſtler in the amphitheatre, her form and vi- 
bor will be better diſtinguiſhed ; and if Vice, 
_ ncpacity, and Meanneſs, ever preſume to en- 
er the lifts, they will ſtand more confeſſed to 
view, and will the, ſooner be covered with con- 
ſuſion. 

It is another advaitige refialeing from fmple 
manners in eminent ſtations, that the burden of 
rewarding-merit is made lighter to the public, 
and the ſtate makes a ſaving of expences, that 
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of expence, is not the point; prodigality is a 


of gold. The brighteſt diſtinctions, ſuch as 
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would be rendered ruinous by the inſatiable ra- 
pacity of ambition. A ſenſible” diſtribution of 
honours, will diſpenſe with the neceſſity of mag-| 
nificent preſents; , and frugality, even in the 
grant of honours, will make the prince ſtill a 
better economiſt for the public good.. That is 
the great end he ſhould have in view. To re- 
ſtrain the rich from launching into a profuſion 


fire that ſoon conſumes the materials it ſubſiſts 
upon. The prime object is to preſerve the men, 
who, unprovided with every thing but their ta- 
lents, their knowledge, and their, virtues, may 
be inclined to conſecrate themſelves to the ſer- 
vice of their country, from being tainted by the 
ſweets of luxury, and corrupted by the: luſt 


are never profaned by ſordid miſapplications, 
ſhould be reſerved. for perſons of their temper 
and genius. I can ſay of myſelf, that I ſerved 
my prince with all due zeal, and with confider- 
able ſ.cceſs; and my on feelings inform me 
how vile a thing is gold, when compared with 
the oaken branch and the laurel, thoſe ſweet re- 
membrancers of the ſovereign's affection and 
eſteem. Moreover, that eſteem, Which is ſo 
grateful to the honeſt heart, eſpecially when ſe- 
conded by the voice of publie approbation, the 
prince will do well to reſerve for actions of real 
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worth and utility, taking care, with a calm dig- 
nity of refolution; never to proſtitute them for 
undertakings vain in their nature, 8 — 
angerous. That will be his true frugality. 
mintain this properly, it will indeed — a 
um unſhaken conſtancy of mind; a fpirit of 
juſtice always on its guard againſt ſeduction or 
furpriſe ; a determination of the will that never 
luctuates, but checks even a Tifing hope that 
i will ſoften into compliance. This great 
nd dignified character will be acquired, nay, 
it will be ſupported, if a real love of virtue 
animate the” ſovereign's breaſt, In that caſe, his 
opinion will be the opinion af the public, and 
his example will decide and fix the national cha- 
nter. | 

Shall I fairly own, faid Tiberius, « Gificulty 
that remains with me? At the rate you have 
zone on, the court, from whence" the royal fa- 
vour, intrigue, and luxury are diſcarded; wilt 
grow rather ſerious and gloomy ; and poſſibly 
then, a young prince Oh] I underſtand you; 
that the prince may want "amuſement, is your 
fear. But, my dear friend, I have not faid that 
the taſk of governing is a mere paſtime : ant 
yet, even amidſt the ſolicitudes of royalty, there 
may be many hours of the ſweeteſt enjoyment. 
The miniſter, for inſtance, may report 'to him 
the progreſs of agriculture in places and pro- 

22 


174 BELISARIUS. 

vinces, which before were melancholy ſcenes of 
-idleneſs, poverty, and diſtreſs... May he not 
then ſay to himſelf, An act of my will has now 
made millions happy? His ſages of juſtice may 
inform him, that by one of his laws, the inhe- 
ritance of an orphan has been wreſted from 
the griping hand of hard-hearted Avarice. May 
he not ſay with exultation, Heaven be praiſed ! 
I have been the protector of the poor? From 


the war- office, he will not receive conſolations 


of ſo pure and unmixed a nature. But, when 
he is told with what zeal and generous ardour 
his faithful ſubjects ſhed their blood in the cauſe 


of their ſovereign and their country, regret and 


pity will 10 compound themſelves in mixed ſen- 
ſations of love, tenderneſs, and gratitude, that 
the tears of "humanity will delight him. In 
ſhort, the vows and prayers. of his own illuſtri- 
ous æra, and the bleſſings of future ages, which 
the conſcious imagination will anticipate, all 
crowd together in his breaſt, and are 'the ſolid 
pleaſures. of a ſovereign. And will not theſe 
ſuffice? Will there be fill a void left aching 
in his boſom? Like the kings of Perſia in an- 
cient times, he may viſit the provinces of his 
empire, diſtinguiſhing with his favours thoſe 
who promote. induſtry. and agriculture, plenty 
and population; while pride, inhumanity, and 
indolence, for working the contrary miſchiefz, 
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jill be ſure to meet the marks of his diſpleaſure, 
At Byzantium,” as well as at Rome, the public 
gnnaries have been, viſited; by the emperors : 
Would it be a degrading, condeſcenſion, if they 
nade a progreſs into the country, to know with _ 
certainty, that, under the. lowly roof of the pea - 
ant, bread, has not been wanting for his helpleſs 
children ? Alas] how uninſtructed muſt» that 
prince be, in regard to his duty and his intereſt; 
who ſuffers. a vacuity in his time! We muſt 
not imagine that a prince, in his moments of 
tranquillity, when he is detached from the cauſe 
and duties. of his rank, is to remain a ſtranger to 
the ſweet ſenſations: of domeſtic happineſs, and 
ſocial pleaſure. He will have his ſele& friends; 
| and, unbending himſelf with them, he will taſte 
the charm of rational delight. The man of vir- 
tue, who wants little, and is therefore eaſily 
contented, diſplays in his converſation. that ſere- 
nity of ſober joy, which ſprings from peace and 
invard harmony: that heart-felt eaſe, to which 
pride importuned by craving wants, and vice for 
ever ſuffering the corroſions of remorſe, are ut- 
ter ſtrangers. An honeſt mind, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, will find but little leiſure to relax 
itlelf from the duties of an important office; 
but the moments of vacation will be delightful, 
Remorſe, ambition, and fear, are baniſhed from 
the hallowed. hour. The court where upright. 
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neſs, truth, and virtue may walk ſecure; without 
fearing envy, that lies in ambuſh, And without 


apprehending ſudden diſgrace from the whim' of 


the prince, will not perhaps be the "moſt bfil- 


Hant court, but it will be the happieſt in the 
World. —It will not be crowded, ſaid the empe- 
ror.—And why not ? refumed Beliſarius. The 


little ambitibus fry, that Iove to ſhine in eaſe 
and ſplendid vanity, will not flutter in the cir- 
cle; but, to recompenſe that loſs, men of pro- 
bity and of uſeful talents will form a numerous 
party. I fay numerous, my friend Tiberius; and 
I fay it in honour of human nature, When 
virtue is in faſhion, the ſeeds of it will be dif- 


tloſed in every heart. Public eftimation is a 


kind of fun in the moral world, that warms, that 


animates, and calls forth the latent principles of 


truth and honour, When the ſoul is ſunk in 
Noth and languor, it is not then the time to de- 


lineate its true character. Is it to be expected, 


that a young man, who has heard nothing from 
his father but the panegyric of money; whoſe 
imagination has been dazzled with the luſtre of 
gold; who in cities and in villages hasfeen no- 
thing ſo abje& and deſpiſed as labodf anf in- 
duſtry ; who has been taught by experience that 
pride can creep, that ambition will crouch, that 
law will bend, the road to honours be thrown 
open, and court-favour diſpenſe its ſmiles at the 
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leck and command of riches ; that they, and 

hey only, can protect him from injuſtice, or ex- 
erciſe the ſevereſt tyranny : that they adorn and 
endelliſh vice, ennoble meanneſs, and ſuperſede 
alents, ability, and virtue; is it to be expected, 
| fay, that a young man, educated. in this train 
of thinking, ſhall be able to draw the line be- 
tween good and evil, virtue and ſelf-intereſt 7 
Let a different doctrine prevail; let the love» 
reign, that fountain of the manners, ſet the fa- 
ſion of the heart; let education and habits of 
virtue teach the value, the neceſſity of ſelf- ap- 
probation ; let them awaken the love of honeſt 
fame, and a deſire. to win the applauſe of good 
nen; let the ſoul; expatiate abroad, to gather 
the luffrages of the preſent age, and to foręſtal 
the praiſe of future times; let fair renown be, 
next to virtue, the higheſt and greateſt good; 

let zeal for the moral character make honour 
dearer than life, and ſhame more dreadful than | 
even annihilation; . let theſe principles be once 
eſtabliſhed, and it will ſoon be found how feeble 
is the influence of ſordid. views, and mean de- 
ſres. Oh! my good friends! where would now 
be the names of Decius, Regulus, and the Catos, 
had they not been ſouls of fire, inſpired by ho- 
nour, and replete with virtue P. To excite an 
emulation of their example, there muſt be an 
inſtitution founded in wiſdom, and real encou- 
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ragement to make men run the bright career of 
glory. It were vain and idle to require of the 
fathers of families, that. they ſhall train up 
their children in the paths of virtue, if that very 
virtue be left to languiſn under diſgrace, and bear 
the ſpurns of triumphant vice. To re-eſtabliſh 
order, and give the manners the ſtrength and 
beauty of ſyſtem, all that is good in life muſt be 
appropriated to virtue; evil ſhould be the por- 
tion of iniquity, and every advantage aſſigned to 
Juſtice and to honour, Let government proceed 
thus ſyſtematically, and it will readily ſtrike your 
- obſervation, how the manners will ſecond the 
laws, and gain ftrength and enforcement from the 
popular opinion. Hopes and' fears, rewards and 
puniſhments, dignities and diſgrace, thoſe are 
the engines that policy ſhould ſet in motion on 
the ſide of virtue and civil liberty; by manag- 
mg theſe properly, 1 the Tere prey governed at 
diſcretion. 

But to keep more cloſely — dy 
proud and oſtentatious manners the great are ren · 
dered mfolent and avaricious ; from fimple man- 
ners fpring the oppoſite qualities of moderation, 
juſtice, and humanity ; and thus the leading inte- 
reſts of vice being liſted on the ſide of virtue, 
men will adopt the latter with the ſame ſpirit that 
attached them to the Cr: 
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You have given us a pleaſing reverie, ſaid Juſ- 
inian, an agreeable and flattering dream !—Far 
from it, replied Beliſarius; to think of making 
mereſt and ſelf- love the. ſprings of human ac- 
tions, is by no means a dream. Call to mind by 
what methods was formed, in the infancy of the 


republic, that glorious ſenatorial order, in which 


bo many ardent virtues, ſuch heroic patriotiſm, 
blazed forth upon the world, To what, think 


jou, was it owing? It was becauſe there Was 


nothing at Rome ſuperior to greatneſs of ſoul ;+ 


it was becauſe public veneration was attached to 


rirtuous manners, and glory was the hero's ſure 


reward, Such, in all periods of the world, have 


been the great ſprings and-movers of the human 

I am not now to learn, that inveterate habits, 
and particularly the habits of .deſpotic pride, 
give way  unwillipgly to the moſt powerful mo- 


tives, But let it be obſerved, that for one ſan + 
of profligacy and corruption, who would hold. 


cut with obſtinacy, in ſpite of ſhame, diſgrace, 
ad infamy, there are a thouſand who would 
yield at once to the controul of reaſon, and, 
having glory for their excitement, would walk 
contentedly in the paths of honour and of vir- 


Dum nullum faſtiditur genus, in quo eniteret virtus, 
dcevit imperium Romanum. Liv, lib. 4. 
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tue. Let me purſue che conſequences of this 
idea, I ſuppoſe that men of virtue are placed at 
the helm of government. * wall, in that caſe, 
anſwer with my life for the prompt obedience, 
the fidelity, and the public ſpirit of a people, 
Who are no longet bent under the yoke of op- 
preſſion, but, inſtead of being harraſſed by little 
tyrants, find their lives, their property, and their 
liberty, ſecure under the protection of the laws, 
The ſtate then begins to raiſe its head; concord 
prevails through all claſſes of the community; 
the plan of Conſtantine, built on a ſandy bottom, 
lays a deeper foundation; and from civil union 
1 ſee ſpring up emulation, fortitude, zeal for the 
public good, and, with theſe, that weight among 
the nations, which made Rome the miſtreſs of 

the world. 

While Beliſarius thus diſcourſed, Juſtinian 
beheld, in filent admiration, the enthuſiaſtic ar- 
dor with which the good old man, forgetting the 
"infirmities of age, his miſeries, and his misfor- 
tunes, triumphed in the idea of rendering his 
country flouriſhing and happy. It is generous, 
ſaid the emperor, to feel ſo warm a concern for 
an ungrateful people. —My friends, replied the 
hero, I ſhould welcome and bleſs, as the myſt 
glorious of my life, the day on which I ſhould 
be thus accoſted: * Belifarius, we are going now 
& to let your blood guſh at every vein ; but the 
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6 price of it war By the accompliſhment of all 
« your Wiſhes.” 47 ) 

His amiable ales; Eudoxa, now came fo 
inform him that his ſupper was ready, He went 
in, and ' ſet” himſelf at table. Eudoxa, with a 
graceful air of modeſty and dignity, ſerved up to 
her father a Plate of pulſe, and ſeated herſelf by 
him, And is that your fupper? faid the empe- 
ror, —lIt is, replied Belifarius; it was the frugal 
meal of Fabricius; and Fabricius wy at leaff, 
my equal, | 

Let us depart, faid Juſtinian to Tiberius; at a 
fight like this I find . covered with ſhame 
and confuſion. | 

The court, in hopes of diſſipating the cloud 
which they perceived hung over the emperor's 
mind, had prepared a ſcene of feſtivity. He 
did not condeſcend to - honour it with his 
preſence, At table, the idea that occupied his 
thoughts, was the ſupper of the old general; 
and, as he withdrew, Beliſarius is happier than 
| am, ſaid he to himſelf; for he lays him down 


on his pillow, without remorſe to break his 
quict, 
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T Live but in his preſence, aid the pa 
next day to Tiberius, as they were on their way 
to viſit the hero; the compoſure and ſerenity of 
his mind transfuſe themſelves into mine. But 
as ſoon as I leave him, the clouds, which in his 
converſation were diſperſed, collect themſelves 
again, and the former gloom returns upon me. 
Methought yeſterday, I perceived in his deli 
neation of manners and principles, the portrait 
of human happineſs; and now it is à canvas 
preſenting an aſſemblage of bold and random 
colours, without arrangement or deſign, While 
he ſpeaks, every thing appears eaſy; and now 1 
am involved in a ſcene of difficulties. In the 
frſt place, overloaded as the empire is with im- 
moderate expences, the hero's ſcheme for mak- 
ing the burden lighter to the poor !—his plan 
for new- modelling, upon a better eſtabliſhment, 
an army well nigh annihilated by a war of twen- 
ty years!—and then the multiplicity of taxes 
to be reduced to one general impoſt, light and 
ſimple Ile has ſeen the ſubje& in all its 
points of view, ſaid Tiberius, and wall, I dare 
fay, remove -your difficulties, Acquaint him 
with the reflections that have occurred to you. 
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The converſation was accordingly opened wit 

2 ſtate of the emperor's reaſonings; and after 
bearing them attentively, I knew, ſaid Beliſa- 
nus, that I ſhould: ſtart in your mind a number 


of doubts; eee 


remove them all. 1211 

The expences of the court, e to my 
plan, are now reduced. We have baniſhed lux - 
ury and favouritiſm. Let us now take a view 
of the metropolis; and pray tell me the reaſon, 


why ſuch a ſwarm of inhabitants, lazy, indolent,. 


and almoſt without number, ſhould be a burden 


to the ſtate 7 The corn which is. diſtributed: 


mong them would maintain twenty legions.“ 
It was in order to people the city, and make it 
emulate Rome, that Conſtantine charged himſelf. 
with this ruinous expence.. But by what title 
can an uſeleſs and inactive race pretend a right 
to be thus maintained at the public charge ? 
The Romans, a people altogether of a military- 
genius, might well claim to be nouriſhed, even. 
in time of profound peace, by the fruits of their: 
conqueſts; yet, in the very height of their ſplen- 


* 40,000 buſhels per day: the buſhel, modius, one foot 
ſquare, and four inches deep. The Roman foot was ten of 
our inches, The allowance of the ſoldier was fire buſhels: 
month, or the fixth of a buſhel per day: therefore 40,000 
buſhels, at ix men to a buſhel, would maintain 240,000: 
men. 


R 2 


— ww 
— 


— —„— — — — — 
. imme = on — IH - -- 


184 2 1184106. 
dor and their glory, a portion of land to culti. 


vate was all they required; and that being al- 
lotted by the tate, it is well known with what 
eagerneſs they iſſued forth to the labours of the 
field, But with us, what uſeful end is anſwered 
by that ever-craving multitude that beſieges the 
gates of the palace? 1 Was it with ſuch men 
that I expelled the Huns, thoſe ravagers of 
Thrace? The city ſhould retain only ſuch a 
number of inhabitants as can find due employ- 
ment to maintain themſelves by their induſtry ; 
the reſt ſhould be ſent forth to colonize in dif- 
ferent parts of the empire, They would intreaſe 
population, and ſubſiſt upon the freits bf their 
labour. Agriculture is the ſeminary of ſoldiers : 
a good and ſerviceable militia wilhnever be form- 
ed out of a lazy race, who are contented to 
loiter away their days in idle poverty. Let 
the laws, and, above all, the taxes, be reduc- 
ed to a plan of 'fimplicity ; and the militia 
of the palace will be undone by its own in- 
ſignificance. What an immenſe ſaving may be 
made by that circumſtance, need not be men- 


tioned. 7 


| + Et quem panis alit gradibus diſpenſus ab altis. Prud, 
lib. 4. in Synn. Panes Pa'atini bilibres. The Roman 
pound was ten modern ounces. Vive Baling. de tribut. ac 
nectig. P. R. | | 

] Vide YOrig. du Gouv. Fr. par M. Abbe Garnier. 
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The moſt alarming expence of government, is 
the maintenance of the army. But even that 
expence will be reduced to the regular body of 
the legions; for the veterans eſtabliſhed in co- 
lonics upon the frontiers of the empire, ſubſiſt 
by their own induſtry ;, and their immunities and 
exemptions. from all civil offices ſtand in the 
nature of pay.“ Thoſe colonies, the maſter-- 
iroke of Conſtantine's genius and policy, are. 
not as yet annihilated : to make them revive in 
il the ſpirit. of their original deſign, depends 
upon the will of the prince; for, in fact, the 
number. of gallant ſoldiers, Who are now droop- 
ing in poverty and indolence, deſire no better 
reward than to be ſent to. cultivate and defend 
the lands they, have acquired by conqueſt, The 
lane may be aſſerted in regard to the troops 
which have been ſettled on the borders of ri- 
vers. Thoſe places now improved and culti- 
vated, repay with abundance the induſtry of the 
labourer. 

* Jam nunc munificentia mea (Conſtant.) omnibus yete--- 
ranis id efſe conceſſum perſpicuum fit, ne quis illorum ullo 
munere civili neque operibus publicis .conveniatur, - Va- 
cantes terras accipiant, eaſque perpetuo habeant immunes. . 
Gd, Theed, lib. vii. tit. 20. 


+ Taey were called Ripenſet. Alexander Severus firſt eſta- 
blilked them, Vide Lamprid. in Alexand. 
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Whole ſwarms of barbariatis have been con- 


| ſtantly crowding about our frontiers, in hopes of 
gaining a ſettlement * in our provinces; and 
occaſionally they have been admitted, without 


ſufficient precaution ; F but the danger confiſted 
in admitting too large a number. Let foreign 
ſettlers, therefore, not be embodied together, hut 
diſperſed i in diſtant places, and let the wiſte and 
uncultivated lands be allotted to them. Of theſe 
we have, alas! too many . but a vigilant and 
active government would ſoon naturalize the fo- 


reign intruders, and incorporate them with the 


reſt of the ſtate as uſeful citizens, and well af- 
ſected ſoldiers. | 
The Legions, therefore, are riow the only re- 
maining burden to the ſtate; and the tribute 
which we draw from Egypt, from Africa, and 
Sicily, would well ſupport three times the num- 
ber the government ever had in its ſervice, . It 


„ Theſe ſettlers were called Læti, and their lands Letie 


farms. 
+ As the Goths under the emperor Valens. 


t The lands of the Fiscvus, or Treaſury, were immenſe. 
The puniſhment of moſt offences was a CONFISCA'T1ON of 
property. ide F Abbe Garn. de POrigine Gouv, Fr. | 


& Sicily paid a tribute to the Romans of 7,200,000 buſhels 


' of corn, Egypt 21, Goo, oco, and Africa 43,200,000 ; at the 


rate of ſix men to a buſhel,” there was a daily maintenance 
ſox 1,200,000 men. 
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is not reſpeRing this article that parſimony is re- 
quired, concerning their maintenance. The 
{ate may be at eaſe, but it cannot be too ſtrenubus 
in its endeavours to fix them upon a good and re- 
cular eſtabliſhment, There was a time, when ad- | 
niſhon into the legions was an honour'reſerved- = 
for the citizens of Rome +, and was warmly dif- 
puted by the young men, Who were eager candi- 
dates for it. That time is now no more, but it 
hould be renewed. - And then, what may not be 
tchie ved by men who A both honour and 
brad: 

Men are no longer the ae e 1 emperor. 
——The nature of man is the ſame, replied- Be- 
llarius; and nothing is changed but opinion, 
that ſovereign miſtreſs of the manners. In fact, we 
only want the foul of one great man; his genius 
and his example, to expand themſelves abroad, 
and fix the principles and the manners. From a 
million of inſtances, that ſupport this propoſition, 
take a ſingle fat, which is, in my eſtimation, wor- 
thy of the old republic in its greateſt period, and 
evinces * n in all ages, the virtue of 


The monthiy pay of à ſoldier was eee value 25 a- 
ver denarii, equal to one want azrews, The affic was an 
ounce of copper z- the filver dexarius weighed one, and the 
au 140 grains. | 

T This honour was alſo eag#ly diſputed by the youth of 
the provinces, who had the rights of the city. 
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mankind has diſplayed-itſelf in proportion to the 
demand made for it by thoſe who were ſufficient · 
- Iyckilled in the powers of human nature. 

Rome was taken by Totila. One of our brave 
officers, whoſe name was Paul, had ſallied out of 
the city at the head of a ſmall party, and intrench- 
ed himſelf on an eminence, where he was ſur- 
rounded by the enemy. Famine, it was not 
doubted, would ſoon reduce him to the neceſſity 

; of ſurrendering; and, in fact, he was in want of 
83 every thing. In this exigence, he addreſſed him. 
ſelf to his ſoldiers; © My friends, faid he, we 

6e muſt eit her periſnh, or ſurvi ve in ſlavery. 'You, 
I know, will not heſitate about the choice; but 

t it is not enough to periſh, we muſt periſh nobly. 
The coward: may reſign himſelf to be conſumed. 

« by famine; he. may linger in miſery, and wait, 

« in a diſpirited condition, for the friendly hand 
of death. But we, who have been ſchooled and. 
«educated in the field of battle, we are not now to 
«learn the proper uſe of. our arms: we know 
«how to carve for ourſelves an honourable death. 
« Yes, let us die, but not inglorious and.unre- 
« venged; let us die covered with the blood of 
bw our enemies, that our fall, inſtead of raiſing 
& the ſmile of deliberate malice, may give them 
e cauſe tomourn over the victory that undoes us. 
« Can we wiſh to loiter a few years more in life, 8 
« when we know that a very few muſt bring us : 
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to our graves? The limits of human life can- 
not be enlarged by nature: but glory can extend 
«them, and give a ſecond life.“ | 

He finiſhed his harangue: the ſoldiery declared 
their reſolution to follow him. They began their 
nirch. The intrepid countenance with which 
they advanced, ſoon denoted to the enemy a de- 
ign to give battle with all the courage of the laſt/ 
&ſpair, Without waiting, therefore, to receive 


thought proper to compound, by an IA 
gant of life and liberty *. af 
I can count, my friends, upon at leaſt two! mil 
lons in the empire, capable of the ſame magna» 
nimity, if another Paul were at the head of them. 
We can reckon alſo ſome chiefs of this illuſ- 
trious claſs ; our victories have pointed them out. 
While ſuch reſources remain, let us not deſpair 
of the common wealth. Are you ſtill to be told, 
o what a degree of proſperity, affluence, and po- 
pulation, the force of the ſtate may be increaſed 7 
Recal to mind the condition in ancient times, 1 
vill not ſay of Gaul, which we meanly abandon- 
ed +, but of Spain, Greece, Italy, the gab of 


Leonard. Aretin. de bell. Ital. 1 pai lib. 4» 
+ In order to deliver Rome and Italy from the Goths, the 
mow ceded to them the faireſt provinces of Gaul. Fafta 


"eſt ſervitus noſtra pretium ſecuritatis alienz,” Sidon. 


4pallin, lib. wii, ep. 3. ; 


be attack of this illuſtrious band, the Gotha 
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Carthage, and the various realms of Afia from 
the banks of the Nile to the Euxine ſhore. Re- 
collect that Romulus +, who in the infancy of the 

ſtate had but one legion, was able at his death 

to bequeath to his ſucceſſor forty-ſeven thouſand 

men under arms. By that cireumſtance you will 
be inſtructed what may be done by the activity, 

vigilance, and ſpitit of a ſingle man. The em- 
pire, it is ſaid; is undone, How! are Italy, Si- 

cily, Spain, Lybia, and Egypt, all exhauſted? 

Are Bœotia, Macedonia, and the plains of Aſia, 
which made the riches of Darius and Alexander, 
are they grown barren and unproductive ? But 

the numbers of mankind are thinned}. Oh, my 

friends, let ſocial happineſs be re-eſtabliſhed in 
thoſe regions, and the progreſs of population will 
be rapid; men will be found in plenty: and then, 
E ſhould: have courage ta propoſe the vaſt plan 
which I have meditated, and which, perhaps, is. 
the only way to render the empire more powerful 
and more flouriſhing than ever,——And what can 
that plan be? ſaid the emperor.— I will * it 
to you, replied Beliſarius. 

The operations of war, according to our way 
of conducting it, exceeded the ſtrength of our 
armies; we were quite exhauſted by laborious 


+ The legion at that time confifted of 2060 foot and 300. 
horſe, Vide Dionyſ. Halic, and. Plutarch's life of Romulus. 
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marches and fatigue of every kind. The diver- 
ſon of our arms gave the enemy an opportunity 
to alarm us with ſudden incurfions, which the 
line of veterans and of Agrarian ſoldiers, poſted 
on our borders, was not ſufficient to withſtand ; 
and in conſequence, before the regular legions 
could come up to their ſupport, devaſtation and 
terror without controul ſpread a general ravage +, 
In order, therefore, to oppoſe to this torrent a 
conſtant fence, I would new model the empire 
pon a plan of military policy, in ſuch' ſort that 
every freeman ſhould be a ſoldier, but for the 
purpoſes only of internal defence. Upon this 
ſyſtem, every prefett would have under his com- 
mand, a well-arranged army, of which the cohorts 


would be formed by the cities, and the legions by 
the provinces, with proper places appointed for 
their rendezvous, that they might ſo act in con- 
cert, as, at the ſound of a trumpet, to aſſemble 
immediately, and be embodied at the 


warning. 


8 _ 


+ In the time of Auguſtus, the frontier provinces did not 
exceed nine, The legions were eſtabliſhed at fixed and re- 
gular poſts, . But the number of provinces increafing after- 
vards, the legions became inadequate to the ſervice. Con- 
fantine withdrew them to an interior ſtation; and the lines 
of veterans, to whom lands were allotted, on the borders of 


the enemy, made but a feeble ſubſtitute in the room of more 
regular forces. 
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From an army of this kind would reſult the 
farther advantage, that every individual woul; 
glow with the love of his native ſoil ; fhat ſoil 
which he has helped to people, Which his har 
have-cultivated, and which is endeared to umby , 
the labour he has employed to-make it flouriſhing 


and fruitful. With theſe incentives in 2 


ſoms, you may imagine to yourſelf how ar 
they would be'in the „ 
ee 

In an empire of wide 2 . is nothing 
ſo difficult as to diffuſe through the whole an 


idea of a common cauſe, a principle of civil union, 
and one general intereſt. Among people ſepa- 
rated by the ſea, we ſeldom obſerve any conſider- 


able degree of attachment to one another. The 
South is wholly indifferent about the dangers that 
alarm the North. The Dalmatian and the Illyrian 


march under our banners into Aſia with the cold- 


eſt inſenſibility: to them it is a matter of no con- 
cern, whether the Tigris flows under our laws or 
thoſe of the Perſian. By military diſcipline he is 
retained in the camp, and from the love of plunder 
he derives a degree of ſpirit; but cool reflection 
. 10 fatigue a labour he is relaxed; 


+ Uebel inſpire their cultivators with courage to 
defend them. The fruit of the ſoil is the ftake which the 


© conqueror propoſes to win, Zenoph, on Huſbandry, 
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ad in the firſt moment of difcontent or terror, 
he abandons a cauſe which is not his own, "Upon 
ay plan, the very reverſe would be the caſe: the 
ume of country would not be an empty found 
tothe ſoldier; but the object of his affection, ever 
dear and preſent, and twined about his heart by 
ill the tendereſt ties of nature. To inflame the 
{oldier with ſpirit againſt the enemy, the proper 
brangue may be thus conceived: Friends, 
8 countrymen, and fellow- citizens! behold the 
«lands which gave you nurture; lo, the roof 
under which you drew your firſt breath! the 
tomb of your anceſtors, the cradle of your in- 


i fants, and the bed of your wives, whom you 


tare now going to defend.” — And are not theſe 
powerful and pathetic motives ? They have made 
more heroes than even love and ambition. Of 
their reſiſtleſs influence over minds trained up to 
ideas of war, and the rigorous duties of military 
uſcipline, you may eaſily form a judgment. 

For my part, I dwell with inexpreſſible delight 
on the picture, which even now imagination 
fondly draws, of a laborious, warlike youth, 
preſſing with ardour in all our towns and. vil- 
ages to the ſtandard of their country; a ſpirited 
and active race, preſerved by labour from the 
ces of indolence, inured by habit to the rigours 
of manly exerciſe, addicted to the uſeful arts of 
pace, and eager to take the field upon the firſt 

8 | 
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alarm of danger! In a militia ſo conſtituted, the 
crime of deſertion would be a crime againſt na- 
ture ; * and their courage and fidelity wo be. 
ſecured. to their country by every ſacred. bond 
that holds ſociety together. The ſtate would not 
the leſs on this account be provided. with its re · 
gular legions, which would be a moving bulwark, 
ready to be advanced whenever danger called. 
: By theſe means, a ſpirit of emulation, and a war- 
like genius, would be diſſuſed throughout the 
empire; and the reward of bravery; might be; a 
commiſſion to ſerve in the regular and more ho- 
nourable body of the legions, which would be 
thus recruited, without thoſe raſh levies of men, 
which partiality, fraud, colluſion or negligence, 
enliſt into the army. . We ſhould then have a 
muſter of the people. How ſuperior would be 
the force of the empire to any former period of 
its ſtrength, even though we ſhould look back to 
the days of its moſt refulgent glory | t Would 


* Comntuals utilitatis derelictie contra naturam elt. Ge. 
Off. 3. | 

+ Hinc tot ubique ab hoſtibus illatz clades, dum longs 
pax militem incuriofius legit ; aum poſſeiGonibus indidi 
Tyrones per gratiam aut diſſimulationem beuge Ver. 
lib. i. cap. 9. 

Under Auguſtus 23 legions; ** Tiberius 253 Adrian 
30; Galba 372,000 men, half * and the other half 
auxiliaries. 2 Dll 
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the enemy of the South or the North dare, in that 
caſe, to invade us? Would they aſſault a peo - 
ple, who, with an undiſciplined army, unpro- 
vided with the proper inſtruments of war, and 
moſt without bread, have: oa often beat _— 
weir irruptons? 7 oo f 

And who can ue Ae Jutinian; 
that, in a mũlitary ſtate like this, the people will 
always be under the controul of government? 
Who will venture to infure a due fubordination ? 
It will be inſured, replied Beliſarius, by their 
own intereſt; by the benignity of the laws, and 
the moderation, juſtice, and ſagacity of a, wiſe 
idminiſtration. Vou will be ſoqgood as to bear 
in your minds, that I made the happineſs of the 
people the very corner-ftoue of the edifire.—lt 
is very true, ſuid Jaſtinian; but the people are 
prone to change, fond of innovation, intonſtant, 
reſtleſs, und ready to be inflamed by the firſt face 
tidus leader that hopes to find his account in ci- 
vil commotions. M ou ſec the people in one light 
only, replied Belifarius ; you judge of them in 
their preſent condition, a Rate of ſuffering, like 
that in which they were plunged at Rome, + 
when Rome had fallen into misfortunes. But of 
this you may be ſure, that men always know their 


+ Hi mores rulgi : odiſſe preſentia, preete rita celebrate. 
—— Ingenio mobili (plebem) ſeditioſam, diſcordioſam, cus 
pidam rerum novurum, quiert & otio adverſam. S⁰ι © 
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own wants, and will underſtand their rights: 
let the prince ſuccour” the former,” and protect 
the latter, and you may rely upon it that they will 
acknowledge all his patriot cares with gratitude, 
The ſovereign's love will be repaid by the affec- 
tions of his people. If he prove juſt, benevo- 
lent, and wiſe, confiding the offices of his admi- 
niſtration to none but men worthy of ſeconding 
the good intentions of a patriot prince, the peo- 
ple on their part will be docile and ſubmi ſſive. 
By what metamorphoſis, I ſhould be glad to 
know, can a few diſcontented ſpirits, a paltry 
bandful of ſeditious malecontents, convert a 
people, who have reaſon to be ſatisfied; into a 
fet of perjured rebels? Such a revolt is only to 
be dreaded by him who leaves his ſubjects to 
groan under oppreflion : the character of reign- 
ing for the good of the community, will always 
de a bulwark z2gainſt treaſons and conſpiracies. 
Can it be imagined, that, amidſt the applauſes 
ſent up to the throne by a grateful people, rebel- 
lion will dare to erect its ſtandard? Where 
is it to feek accomplices? | Wil it go into 
ſcenes of rural tranquillity, where peace, and-li- 
berty, and plenty fit ſmiling on the land? Will 
it ſkulk in towns, where induſtry works in cheer- 
fulneſs, and the fortunes of every citizen, his life, 
his property, and his rights, are under the ſafe- 
guard of the laws? Wall it cabal in familics, 
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where innocence, truth, honour, and the ſanctity 
of marriage. vows, cooperate with all the ten- 
dereſt ties of nature, and endear the domeſtic 
ſcene ? Can treaſon in Tach places expect to 
find aſſociates? It will not expett it; for the 
empire of Juſtice is immoveable, or nothing ſub- 
lunary cats have a laſting duration. I will allow 
you; that, in making the fubje& powerful, in or- 
der to render him happy and contented, there id 
a riſk that requires a daring mind; but of that 
daring miud 1 ſhould be, though my ruin were 
the conſequenes: 1 ſhould ſpeak but and tell 
my people; I put arms into your hands to ſerve 
and aid me, if my government be juſt, and to 
reſiſt uſurpation, if 1 ſhould be guilty of it. 
This you will deem rafhneſs 3 but, in my idea, 
it is the height of prudence thus to put under 
due reſtraint both my own paſſions and thoſe of 
the people, thereby eſtabliſhing a ſure barrier 
againſt the ill conſequences of either, With my 
crown I ſhould, by theſe means, tranſmit to 1 
fuccefſor an hereditary neceſſity to govern c- 
cording to law; and that neceſfity, thus render - 
ed deſcendible,” would be the brighteſt monument 
of glory that ever motiarch left behind him. I 
am aware, my friends, that genuine virtue does 
not act upon the printiple” of fear; but if Vir. 
tue is intrenched by it, I ſhall think it a conſi- 
derable advantage; for what virtue is at all times 
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ſure of walking upright? 1 know it den manim 
chat a prince is above the laws jf. the very law 


itſelf aſſerts it, and perhaps. wiſely ; but my firſt 


care ſhould be, at my acceſſion to forget that 


maxim, nor would I forgive the ſycophant who 
ſhould remind me of it, My friends, I now muſt 
take my leave. N Fo change the face of things, 
and new-model an empire, is a laborious taſk : let 
ys repoſe, ourſelves à little. Tg-morrow..L ſhall 


be glad of. your company. | There . ſtill remains 


behind another grievance, which afflits my ſpis 
rits; but I will reſerve it for another opportu- 


nity. At our next meeting I ſhall endeavour to 


intereſt Tiberius in regard to. the matter I have 
now only alluded tio 
His views are, no douht, great and 8 


Laid the emperor, as he Was on his way back. 
But if his ſchemes are practicable, they muſt be 
undertaken by ſome prince in the vigour of 
youth, who, aſcends the throne with a manly 


firmneſs of mind, a ſpirit of juſtice, of courage, 
and of virtue. Added to theſe qualities, he wil 


have occaſion for a, long reign, in order to bring 
about ſo wonderful a revolution. I am not able 
to decide, ſaid. Tiberius; but in his, plan 1 
thought I perceived ſome. things, that require 


| enly an effort of the will to compaſs them; and 


Li Frinceps legibus ſolutus ell. Panda. Bib, 1. 
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if the reſt muſt, depend upon time, that time, it 


is to be hoped, is not ſo remote, but we may ex- 
pelt to ſee. it dan upon us ſhortly.— My dear 


Tiberius, replied. the emperor, you behold difſi- 


culties with the eye} of , youthful. inexperience z 
your activity vaults over them; but my.infirmir 
tics ſhrink back diſmayed. To. execute great 
projets, alas] ſaid he, With a deep ſitzh, we muſt 
begin early. It is not the time to begin to live, 
when all we need is to learn to die; and yet I 
muſt ſee the good old man again. Has, converſa- 
tion, it is true, afflicts me; but I had rather in- 
dulge a. pleaſing ſadneſs in his company, than 
luller the inſulting gaiety of vain unthinking 


men, Who throng about me in my palace. v roꝗ i 


0 H A P. xv. * 
Aug eta "ai the next 9 
emperor and Tiberius found the hero in his gar- 
den, enjoying the departing rays of the weſtern 
ſun, It no longet lights me, ſaid Beliſarius, 
with a look expreſſive of inward happineſs, but 
it ſtill warms and comforts me. In that ſtupen- 
dous orb I adore the bounty and magnificence of 
the great Creator, —To hear this ſtrain of piety 
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from a wartier, ſaid Juſtinian, - delights und ra- 
viſhes me; it is the triumph of religion The 
triumph of religion, rephed Beliſaius, is to 8d. 
miniſter conſolation in the hour ef adverſty;and 
to mirgle in the cup of ſorrow the ſweets of 
vam delight, and heavenly fatisfaRtion,”- That 
religion affords this heart - felt joy, who can give 
better teſtimony than myſelf? Overwhelmed 
with years, deprived of fight,” and defitute. of 
friends, abandoned over to myſelf, and nothing 
prefent to my thoughts but the decline of frail 
mortality, affliction, and my approaching grave, 
I have nothing left but to fend up my medita- 
tions to Heaven: to deprive me of that, were, 
perhaps, to drive me to defpair. The good: man 
walks with God; + a ſecret conſciouſneſs that 
he is acceptable to his Creator warms his heart; 
and from that ſource he derives ſtrength and rap- 
ture even in the midſt of affliction. When 1 
was firſt ſurrounded with misfortunes, deſerted 
by all, and given'up to my enemies, who were 
plotting my ruin, 1 have often faid to myſelf, Be 
of coutage, Beliſarius; you are: free from ſelf- 
reproach, and your God beholds you. My heart, 
where all was laid waſte and deſolate with mi- 
ſery, revived N e nem 
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gection: I felt ĩt end in my boſom with new 
life and joy. 1 hold the ſame ſelf · conference 
till: and when my daughter is with me, yield- 
ing to the ſtroke: of afliftion, and: bathing my 
face with tears; Can you be afraid, I aſk her, 
that He who "ſent us on this ſtage of life, will 
caſe to protipt, to inivigorate; 'and-ſupport-us? 
Your heart is endowed with ſenſibility, and truth 
and pureſt virtue reſide there; your father has 
not more to anſwer for than yourſelf; and can 
you imagine that the Fountain of all goodneſs 
vill deſert that virtue which he loves? Ob! 
my daughter, come but the moment, when He; 
that with his breath called forth my ſoul into 
exiſtence, ſhall command it into his own glori- 
ous preſence; and then we ſhall ſee Whether 
wicked; men will follow thither to diſturb that 
tate of bliſs. My poor daughter Eudoxa liſtens 
with fixed attention to this conſoling language; 
and her tears fall as ſhe hears it; but they are 
tears that flow mingled with delight: and thus 
by degrees I lead her to conſider life as a little 
voyage, Which we perform in a bark not accom - 
modated to our wiſhes, and therefore, with joy 
ve approach the Port, where all is peace, delight, 
and rapture, Ta 

You have framed for yourſelf, ſaid the empe- 
ror, a very comfortable ſcheme of religion t 
5 the true religion, replied Beliſatius. Would 
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you have me coritemplate the God hem Ladore, 
in the light of a ſullen and: offended tyrant, who 

; delights in vengeance only? I/kthow full Well 

; that when he is repreſented to us by men of dark, 
of jealous, haughty, and melancholy tempem, 
the image of the Deity takes a tintore-from the 
imaginations it has paſſed through, and u bene- 
volent God is made to appear a fretſul, phfſion- 
ate, amd Haſcible: being, like the creatures that 
talk of him. They perhaps find their account 
in making their own vices the attribute of Hes. 
ven: But I endeavour to figure to myſelf the 
perfettious which it is my duty to intite.”” Do 
you think 'this'artrror?> It is at leaſt um inno- 
eext One. From the haus of m Orvator't 
tame forth weak and feeble ; he will be indul- 
gent therefore; to him it is apparent t I have 
neither the madnefsnor the wickednels vo offend 
him: that infatuation of mind, that impotentce 
of pride, is foreign to my heart. To my Godt 
am more dutifully attached, more fervently de- 
vote, than ever 1 was to the emperor: and of 
this I um ſure,” that the emperory who is but a 

_ weak erring man, would never have dene me 
harm, if, like my God, r 
heart. Fes 
Alas that God, ſaid Juſtintan, ws; DAY 
ſtanding what you have ſaid, à God of wrath, a 
terrible God -es, to the guilty: he is terrible, 
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replied Beliſarius ; but L am ſelf· acquitted in my 
own conſqience ʒ it tells, me I am good and; vir« 
uous; and in the ſame manner that the flagiti- 
ous ſoul is ingompatible with the eſſence of the. 
Divinity, I have the comfort to think that the, 
ol of the juſt man is analogous, to the Faun- 
tain of all goedneſs.——But which of us is the, 
juſt man, ? ſaid the emperor,———He that endean 
ours moſt a mee : for goods 
neſs conſiſts, altogether in volition... S216 

That you delight in —— 
Cod, ſaid Tiberius, is not ſurpriſing, ſince you 
behold, him in {a amiable a light. Alas] replied 
the old man, I know. ho much I am obliged to 
ſtrain my feeble powers in order to concei vo 
luitably, of the Divine Majeſty : and, after all 
the efforts, of a limited capacity to form into one 
complex idea, all that is ſublime, and beautiful, 
and good, I am conſcious; how. inadequate: the 
image is at laſt. But what can a man who would 
clevate his thoughts to a notion of his Maker? 
If that all- wiſe and incomprehenſible Being de- 
lights in any thing, it is in the effuſion. of bene- 
volence to all his creatures: this reſleſtion painta 
him to me in the mildeſt attitudes, and. on that 
idea I therefore dell, in order to CEN 
endearing, conception af him. 

But it will not be enough, ſaid — 
to define, him a benevolent being: you muſt call 
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him juſt aiſo.—They are ſynonimous words, re. 
plied Beliſarius. To delight in goodneſs, and 


to have a deteſtation for evil; to reward the for- 


mer, and to puniſh the latter, that is the true 
character of goodneſs; that is my firſt; my un- 
alterable principle. Has it never happened to 
you as it has to me, to attend the levee of Titus, 
of Trajan, and Antoninus? That is one of the 
reveries in which my imagination loves to in- 


dulge. I fancy myſelf in that court, compoſed 


of the true friends of the crown? I ſee thoſe 
illuſtrious princes diſpenſe the ſmiles of compla- 
cence all around the honeſt circle; I ſee them 
communicate the beams of glory and of majeſty, 
mixed and blended with ſuch pleafing delicacy 
and ſoftneſs, that every heart participates of the 
Joy the ſovereign feels in diffuſing happineſs to 
others. If that be an auguſt ſcene, how much 
more glorious and refulgent will be the court of 
Him, who is at laſt to receive my ſoul ! It will 
be filled with the Tituſes, the Trajans, and the 
Antoninuſes, thoſe delights of mankind. It is 
m their company, and that of the virtuous of all 
ages and of all countries, that the poor blind 
Beliſarius will glow with pureſt fire before the 
throne of a good and equitable God. And the 
wicked, ſaid Tiberius, how do you diſpoſe of 
them ?P-——They will not be there! I ſhall 
hope, continued he, to fee in that blaze of glory 


the auguſt and wretched old man who took away 
my eyes ; for he has done much good from the 
inclination of his heart; and if he ever did 
wrong, he was ſurpriſed into it. He will rejoice, 
believe, to ſee my loſt organs reſtored to me! 
As thus the hero ſpoke, his whole countenance 
was irradiated, with joy, while the emperor pour- 
ed floods of tears, reclining upon the breaſt of 
Tiberius. 

At length his 8 ſenſations giving way to 
election, Do you hope, ſaid the emperor, to find 
the pagan heroes in that, paradiſe which has ſo 
enraptured ,you ? + Do you think they will 
be admitted My good. neighbour, replied 
Beliſarius, you do not mean, I am ſure, to afflict 
me in my old age! I am poor and wretched, 
without any other comfort than that which 
ſprings up within me from the ſcenes of futurity 
which I have fancied to myſelf, If it be an er- 
ror, pray indulg me init: it cheers my heart, and 
Gop is not offended: it enlarges my idea of his 
benevolence, and I love him more ardently for it. 
cannot be induced to think, that between my 
ſoul and that of Ariſtides, of Marcus Aurelius, 


LED IS 44 


+ It has been decided by the fathers, that Gop will 
work a miracle, rather than let him periſh everlaſtingly 
who has faithfully followed the laws of nature, But Juf- 
'inian, it is well known, was a biget, and of a perſecuting 
ſpirit, 
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and of Cato, there is an eternal abyſs of ſepara- 
tion; if I thought there were, 1 feel that my love 
for the great Author of our exiſtence 1 
diminiſhed by it. dre pet 
Voung man, {aid the emperor . Tiberias 
while you honour the enthufraſtic virtue of this 
hero, you muſt” not believe him®an orthodox 
guide. Beliſarius never pretended to be deeply 
verſed in the myſteries of faith. And who can 
be deeply verſed ? replied the hero. Alas I who 
can preſume to think his eye has pervaded the 
great ſcheme of Providence! The all- wiſe Cre- 
'ator has given us two guides, which ought to 
operate in concert with each other; and thoſe 
guides are, the light of faith and of natural rea- 
ſon. The truth, of which we are convinced by 
intuition, faith will never ' contradi&t, Revela- 
tion is but a ſupplement to the light of nature: 
it is the ſame voice that ſpeaks to us from the 
throne of heaven, and from the bottom of the 
heart. It is impoſſible that they ſhould be at 
variance: and if, on the one hand, the truth that 
ſtirs within me announces the juſt and good 
man to be acceptable to his Creator, I ſhall ne- 
ver hear, on the other, that he is obnoxious to 
the wrath of Heavet,—And who can be an- 
ſwerable, ſaid the emperor, that this inward ſen- 
timent is the revelation of nature Hf it be not, 
replied Beliſarius, a juſt and benevolent Gov 
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ſuſfers me to be milled; and all is loſt, It is the 
light of natural reaſon that tells me there is an 
i- governing Mind, that commands me to wor- 
hip him, and promulgates his laws, in my very 
ſoul. And will the wiſe Creator give me by 
thoſe means an inward conviction, that may 
prove at laſt, the groſſeſt error? Alas! whoever 
is my antagoniſt in theſe points, 1 beg him to 
leave me {till my conſcience, the light of in- 
tition ; it is my guide, and my beſt ſupport. 
Without it, I can no longer diſtinguiſh right 
from wrong, or good from evil: truth and fal ſe- 
hood become indiſcriminate, and my duty loſes 
us lanction. I do not even know that there are 
ay duties to bind me: I then am blind indeed; 
and they, Who took from me the light of the ſun, 
were by far leſs barbarous than the man who 
ſhould extinguiſh in me the internal light of rea- 
ſon. 4 2 h | 
Let me aſk you, ſaid Juſtinian, what do you 

perceive ſo clearly by this faint, glimmering ray 
within the mind ?—I perceive, replied the hero, 
that the religion, which intimates to me a juſt and 
benevolent Gop, is a true religion, and that what- 
ever is Tepugnant to that fine _ inward ſenti- 
ment is not of that religion. Shall I avow my , 
principles ? I am attached to that religion, be- 
cauſe it renders me better, and gives a dignity to 
my nature. If 1 felt that it made me haughty, 
1 2 
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ferce, and hard of heart, I ſhould" abjure it at 
once, and I ſhould fay to my Gov, In the dilem- 
ma which obliges me to be either Wicked or an 
unbeliever, I chooſc the latter, and am ſure it will 
leaſt offend you. —But happily the religion I em- 
brace is congenial to my heart. Love Gov, and 
love his works: can any thing be more ſimple, 
Juſt and natural? To wiſh good to him who does 
us evil; what a noble morality ! how generous 
and ſublime! In our misfortunes to conſider all 
as a trial of virtue; how ſweet and comfortable 
the philoſophy! Thus far I am content; and 
while I poſſeſs this moral ſyſtem, If myſteries are 
propoſed to me, I acknowledge them above my 
reaſon, and'I ſubmit, with a ſincere © compaſſion 


for thoſe whoſe judgments want the ſame recti - 


tude and docility, at the ſame time I recommend 
them to the ſupreme goodneſs of the Father of 
all, and to the infinite mercy of that omniſcient 
Judge, who ſees the paths of error, 1 enn for- 
give it. 

In this way of proceeding, faid Jutinian, you 
are going to deal out falvation to numbers with- 
out d iſtinction And is it neceſſary, replied Be- 
lifarius, that numbers ſhould be in a ſtate of 
reprobation ?—I ſeel with you, - ſaid Juſtinian, 


that it is more comfortable to love Gon, than to 
fear him; but all nature atteſts his vengeance, 
and the rigour of his decrees. —For my part, faid 


*, 
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Belifarius, I am perſuaded that he only puniſhes 
when the divine grace cannot be extended; that 
he is not the origin of evil; that he has form- 
ed the heſt poſſible ſyſtem, and has diffuſed all 
the good that ſyſtem was capable of receiving “. 
That is my theology. Let it be propoſed through- 
out the world, and it will be found worthy of be- 
ing embraced with zeal and veneration: the voice 
of nature will ſpeak aloud in favour of it. Should 
violence and eruelty arm it with ſword and fire; 
ſhould the rulers of the earth, who profeſs this 
rcligion, with bigot rage, bid the ſiends of hell 
over-runthe world, and in the name of Gop ex- 
cruciate thoſe whom they ought to pity and to 
love, they will eſtabliſh one or other of theſetwo 
propoſitions, either that their religion is barbarous 
like themſelves, or they . the lie to the doc- 
trine of truth. | 
You have raiſed, faid Indien, a ſerious and 
important — To throw ſome light * 


The opinien of the Stoic ſchool, which was adopted by 
Leibnitz , and other Optimiſts, is here aſcribed to Belifarius. 
Banus eft (Deus), bono nulla cujuſquam boni invidia eff : fecit itaque 
hum optimum potuit. Senec. Epiſt. lib. 25 Quicquid nobis ne- 
uu e, dari non potuſt. Idem de Benefi. lib. ii. cap. 28. 
Magna accepimus, mayora non cepimus. Ib. cap. 29. Deum 
fne confilio atentem ws cogitare guidem facit t: guæ autem fuiſet 
cauſa propter quam make miki conſultum Fuiſet. Marc. Anton, 
lib, 6, 
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it, it will be proper to enquire, whether a prince 
has a right to eſtabliſh throughout his dominions 
an uniformity of faith, and one general mode of 
worſhip, If this right be inherent inthe crown, 
how can it be exerted againſt rebellious and ſtub. 
born diſſenters, but by force and putuſhments ? | 
As I am making a profeſſion of faith, ſaid Be- 
liſarius, I will frankly own, that Whatever 
concerns the good order of ſociety, and has dn 
influence on the manners, is of neceſſity ſubje& 
to the jurifdiftion of the ſovereign, not as the in · 
fallible judge of truth and falſehood, but as a 
magiſtrate, whoſe province it is to compute the 
political good or evil that reſults from the actions 
of men: and this opinion of mine I found upon 
this principle, which ſhould be a firſt principle in 
every man's creed, namely, That Gon: is the 
friend of order, and authorizes nothing that om 
"diſturb it. Well then, faid the emperor, do 
you doubt that there is a cloſe and intimate rela- 
tion between the eſtabliſhed faith and the man- 
ners D acknowledge, replied Beliſarius, that 
there are many truths, by their nature interwo- 
ven with the manners; but take this with you, 
that there are intuitive truths planted by the hand 
of God in every breaſt, which no man in his 
ſenſes will call in queſtion : Whereas the truth of 
myſteries, which are beyond the reach of human 
underſtanding, and therefore requirea revelation, 
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has no connection with the morals of mankind ; 
for, if we conſider a moment, we - {hall perceive, 
that the all- wiſe Being has detached his myſteries 
from the great ſyſtem of ethics, for purpoſes the 
moſt important to ſociety, namely, that, without 
waiting for a revelation, man ſhould be led by the 
propenity' of his nature to a moral conduct: And 
if Providence has thought fit to make the welfare 
of ſociety, the political happineſs of mankind, the 
fate of empires, and the courſe of human contin- 
gencies,-altogether independent of the ſublime 
truths of revelation, my queſtion is, Why ſhould 
not the civil magiſtrate imitate the diſpenſations 
of the Supreme Being? The ſovereign ſhould 
enquire diſpaſhonately, whether, by believing or 
not believing any particular ſpeculative point, 
mankind would, in a moral ſenſe, be better or 
worſe, and in a political view more valuable ci- 
tizens, or more faithful fubzets, This, I will 
take upon me to ſay, ſhould be the rule of ſove- 
reign authority; and, in conſcquence of it, you 
ſee What a number of ingenious diſputes would 
be excluded from civil government, 
I obſerve, ſaid the emperox, that you leave no- 
thing to the ſuperintendence of the magiſtrate, 
but what eſſentially concerns the intereſts. of ſoci- 
ety: and yet, among all the important duties of 
ſovereigaty, the moſt ſac re d office ſurely conſiſts 
in being the vicegerent of Heaven, for the pur- 
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poſes of enforcing the diſpenſations of the eternal 
will. —Ah ! let them be-vicegerents of almighty 
goodneſs, ſaid Beliſarius, and they will do well 
to leave the miniſtry of vengeance to the de- 
mons of hell.— That the darkneſs of ignorance 
ſhould be diſpelled, and that truth ſhould have its 


triumph throughout the world, muſt be allowed E 
ſaid the emperor, to be co-· incident with the plan uj 
of Infinite Goodneſs. Truth cannot fail to tri- de 
umph, ſaid Belifarius, but it muſt not be by ril 
the arm of fleſh, Do you not perceive; that, by th 
putting the ſword of vengeance into the hand of ſic 
Truth, you entruſt Error with it alſo ? The very If 
poſſeſſion of that ſword, will be ever deemed aſuſh- tia 
cient authority to wield it without mercy; and, on 
let me add, Perſecution will always be on the fide tie 
of the ſtrongeſt, and will there ere& its banners ab] 
according to the prevalence of opinion, and, as for 
that ſuggeſts, will glut itſelf with the blood of wh 
unhappy victims. In this manner, we know, ent 
Anaſthaſius perſecuted that mode of faith-which 15 
Juſtinian now protects. The deſcendents of men, deg 
who were formerly murdered-by the ſpirit of in- hay 
tolerance, have now reverſed the ſcene, and, in my 
theirturn, commit a daily maſſacre upon the poſte- ſet 
rity of thoſe who, not long fince butchered man- Mi 
kind of the ſervice of another religion. Behold bel 


thoſe two princes, who thought to render them- 
ſelves acceptable to Gov, by piouſly murdering 
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their fellow - creatures ] )Suppofing the principle 
to be right, can either of them be ſure that the 
blood he ſpilt as that with which God deſired to 
ſee his altars imbrued ? Error has an immenfity of: 
ſpace, and truth is like a mathematical point in 
the prodigious void. And ho has hit that point ꝰ 
Each man aſſiunes that happineſs to himſelf; but 
upon wWRHRat proof f If there be the cleareſt evis: 
dence that he is right, can that evidence autho- 
riſe him to inſiſt, and to inſiſt ſword in hand, 
that mankind ſhould be convinced by it ? Perſua- 
fon comes from heaven, or it is the work of man. 
If from heaven, it will bring with it the credens 
tials of its miſſion ; if itbe of human origin, it can 
only claim the authority of reaſon aver the fatul- 
ties of tha underſtanding. Each man is anfwer«! 
able for his own ſoul, It is his buſineſs, there»: 
fore, and his only, to determine the choice un 
which the happineſs or miſery of his future ex iſſ - 


ence depends. You 'would compel: me to think! 
3 you do and, if you are miſtaken, you fee how! 


dear it coſts me; As to yourſelf, the error might' 
have been innocent; wall it be innocent to work 
my ruin ? Alas! why is man ſo arrogant,:as to 
et up his own-religious creed as a law to others 7 
Millions, who had entertained a rational ſyſtem of 
belief, have been feduced and impoſed upon. But 
let it be even ſuppoſed that the zealous religioniſt 
u infallible : is it my duty to attach infallibility 
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to any human opinion ? GO, he will fay, en- 
lightens him: let him then charitably pray, that 
Gop will favour me in the ſame manner. But, 
after: all, if this infallibility be aſſumed upon hu- 
man evidence, what ſecurity has the zealot for 
himſelf or for me, whom he bas forced into his 
ſect? The only point upon which all theologiſts 

' agree, is, that they do not comptebend the very 
myſteries they dare to pronounce upon with ſuch 
peremptory deciſton, and ſhall it be a crime in me | 
to doubt, where they do not underſtand? Let t 
pure and {imple faith deſcend from heaven, and it b 

vill be ſure of gaining proſelytes but decrees and a 
penal edits will give two things only to the { 
world, rebels and hypocrites. The brave will re- | 
bel, to vindicate the rights of the free · born mind, 
and they will be martyred; cowards will wear the d 

maſtk of diſſimulation; while the fanatics of every. 1 
ſe& will be ſo many tygers let looſe upon man- 
kind. Caſt an eye upon Theodoric, that wiſe 
king of the Goths, whoſe reign (if we except the 


latter end of it) was not inferior to the admini- k 
ſtration of our moſt virtuous princes. ' He was of tr 
the Arian perſuaſion, but ſo far from deſiring to et 
plant his own faith by the deſtrution of mankind, 0 
that he puniſhed the occaſional conformity of his i 
favourites with death. How can 1 think,” he tl 
uſed to ſay, that you will not betray me, ſince, e: 


« witha ſpirit of the baſeſt complaiſance, you be · tc 
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« tray him Who was adored by your forefathers.” 
-The emperor Conſtantiùs thought the ſame, 
With him, it was never a crime in the ſubject to 
be ſteady in his religious tenets; on the contrary, 
it was, in his eyes, a fin of the deepeſt dye, in 
any courtier to abjure his faith for temporal mo- 
tives, and betray his ſoul for the ſake of court fa - 
vour. Would to Heaven; that, like them, Juſti- 
nian had never bent himſelf to enſlave the privi- 
lege of thinking But alas! he ſuffered | himſelf 
to be involved in controverſies which can never 
be ended, and which gave him more trouble than 
all his illuſtrious labours: For what were the con- 
ſequences ? Seditions, revolt, and | maſſacres, 
His own quiet and that of the ſtate was undone; 

The tranquillity: of the ſtate, ſaid the eniperor, 
depends upon unity of ſentiment. —The expreſſion 
1s equivocal, replied Beliſarius, and the con- 
ſtant ſource of miſtake. The minds of men are 
never in better harmony; than When each indi- 
vidual is at liberty to think for himſelf. Do you 
know whence it is, that opinion is jealous, arbi- 
= try, and intolerant? It is owing to the fatal 
cror of ſovereigns, in thinking the ſpeculative 
opinions of mankind of high importance to the 
nee, and diſtinguiſhingone dogmatical party with 
= ':c moſt partial favours, in prejudice and total 
excluſion of all the reſt. No man is willing 
o be marked out for contempt, proſcribed, and 
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ſtripped of all his civil rights. Whenever a ſtate 
is divided into two: faftiatis, and. one of them en- 
groſſes all the advantages of the community, the 
other, whatever be the cauſe of diſſenſion, will 
think itſelf aggrieved; and the love of their coun - 
try will give way to reſentment and ſourneſs of 
ſpirit. The moſt frivolous object will become 
grave and important, as ſoon as it influences. the 
peace of ſociety. It is that influence, and not the 
thing itſelf, which inflames the temper of party. 
Let a controverſy be raiſed concerning the grains 
of ſand on the ſea-ſhore ; to that controverſy an- 
nex a degree of influence upon the condition of 
the ſubjeR, and it will be managed with as much 
heat and animoſity as any other queſtian, Reli- 
gious fury is, for the moſt part, compounded of 
envy, fierce deſire, ambition, pride, hatred, and 
fanatic vengeance, that tyrannizes with zeal, as 
if it were commiſſioned by Heaven, and all thoſe 
complicated paſſions are the gods of which ſove- 
reigns are made implacable delegates. Were 
there nothing to be gained on carth by waging 
war for heaven; were zeal for truth to be depriv- 
ed of a pious licence to murder all who differ a- 
bout an hypotheſis; were religious enmity no 
longer allowed to riſe upon the ruins of the man 
it hates; were it reſtrained from enriching itſelf 
with the ſpoils of the oppoſite ſc&, and gaining 
undue honours and preferments; the ſpirits of 
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mankind would ſoon be comp oſed, and all the va- 
rious parties would beleft to e after their 
own faſhion. 

And ſo the cauſe of God * * 4 
ſaid Juſtinian.— The cauſe of God, replied Beli- 
ſarius, wants no enthuſiaſts to ſupport it. Is. it 
owing to polemical divinity, that the ſun riſes, 
and the ſtars glitter in the firmament? Truth 
ſhines with its own pure genuine luſtte g and 
the underſtandings of men are not enlightened 
by burning the faggots of perſecution. The ac- 
tions of mankind are committed by Heaven to 
the juriſdiction of ſovereigns ;. but to judge of the 
inward ſentiment, is a right reſerved for the groat 
Searcher of hearts. That Truth has not choſen 
princes for its arbitrators, will be perfectly plain, 
if we conſider that not one of them is —_— 
from error. 

If the liberty of thigking, 4d the emperor, 
muſt not be limited, the liberty of acting wall 
ſoon claim the ſame immunity. 

There can be ne danger of it, replied Belifa- 
rius: it is in that reſpect that man is under the 
immediate controul of the civil power; and 
while that power confines itſelf within the limits 
of law and natural juſtice, it will have the leſs 
occafion for force to maintain its own dignity, - 
and the good order of ſociety, The baſis of au- 
thority is juſtice ; remove the latter, and the 
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former falls to the ground. I Van to know by 
what arts of illuſion is mortal man to deify him- 
ſelf, and induce his fellow-creatures to be duped 
by the monſtrous apotheoſis to ſuch a depth of 
infatuation, as to let him, ſword in hand, com- 
mand mankind to believe what he believes, and 
think what he thinks? Aſk the commanders of 
the army, whether the logic of the {word has 
ever convinced the world? Bid them tell you 
what were the effects of violenge' and rigour 
againſt the Vandals? I was in Sicily; Salomon 
arrived in the extremity of deſpair: All is 
44 over in Africa,” ſaid he; * the Vandals have 
e revolted: Carthage is taken, and they have 
„committed the vileſt ravage: within the walls, 
and round the country, all is a deluge of blood; 
«+ and this horrible confuſion is owing to certain 
. © polemical zealots, who do not underſtand them- 
« ſelves, and, of courſe, never can be reconciled, 
„If the emperor will mix himſelf thus in ab- 
« ſtrat ſophiſtry, and publiſh his edits in ſup- 
- 4 port of ſubtleties which he does not compre- 
hend, let him put his irrefragable doors at the 
© head of his armies: for my part I reſign: they 
« have driven me beyond all patience,” Thus t 
that brave man declared his ſentiments : between l 

ourſelves, he was in the right. There are paſſions 
enough incident to human nature for the diſquict d 
| n 
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of the world, without having the torch of diſcord ; 
lighted up by fanaticiſm. | 

And who, 1 ſhall quench 
the flames of diſtord p. — The nature of the hu» ' 
nan mind will quench the flame, returned Be- 
lifarius : for caſuiſts will grow tired, at laſt, of 
ſkirmiſhing about propoſitions men cannot un- 
derſtand, and cavilling about diſtinctions none 
have leiſure to attend to. At firſt, indeed, neẽ- 
fngled opinions excited curioſity, and that curi- 
oſity encouraged the eagerneſs of diſputation. 
Jake away from controverſy all importance in 
the eyes of the world, and it will ſoon be out of 
faſhion: men, in that caſe, will endeavour to 
diſtinguiſn themſelves by ſomething difterens. - 
from an idle hypotheſis, I compare theſe pole- 
mical bigots to a ſet of champions in the public 
games, Who would embrace one another in per- 
fett good humour, if left to themſelves; but, be- 
ing gazed at by the nnn ano- 
ther's throats. | 

To avow the 'truth, ſaid Tiberius,” Bis reaſon. 
ings have almoſt convinced me. What troubles 
me, ſaid the emperor, is, that, upon this ſyſtem, . 
the zeal of a prince can nr 
ligion. | 

Heaven preſerve me, returned Belifarivs, from 
doing that miſchief, I leave him the ſureſt 
means of ſerving the intereſts of religion, by mak - 
Us 
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ing the ſoundneſs of his faith appear from the 
| Purity of his morals; and by holding forth the 
tenor of his government as an evidence, and 
indeed as a pledge for the truth that governs his 
actions. By making men happy, it is eaſy to 
make proſelytes. A good and upright king has 
a more powerful empire over the hearts of men, 
than all the pious friends of perſecution collected 
together, It is indeed eaſier and more expediti- 
ons to cut men's throats, than to perſuade them: 
dut, if bigot kings were to raiſe their voice to the 
Moſt High, with this queſtion, What arms would 
you have us employ to make you adored upon 
carth? and if Gop would deign to make him- 
ſelf heard, the anſwer would n DasrLAY,YOUR 
VanTuge:! 24 mg, 

As ſoon as the r $ ſpirits, hich had 
been much agitated by this enquiry, grew calm 
again in the ſilence of retreat, he recalled to mind 
the maxims and the counſels of the religious 
ſeRariss that ſurrounded him; their enthuſiaſtit 
violence, their pride, and unrelenting animoſity. 
What a contraſt, ſaid he, has Beliſarius exhibit- 
ed! A man grown grey in battle, and yet breath- 
ing the ſweetneſs of humanity, meekneſs, and 
benevolence ! whereas the miniſters of the Gop 
of peace, preach nothing but imperious arrogance, 
and implacable rigour! The old hero 4s at once 
pious and juſt; he loves his Gon, and wiſhes 
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to ſee Him adored by all: he only requires that” 
the adoration offered up ſhould ſpring from ſen- 
ment and free-will, Alas!” I have given way 
to a falſe” zeal, which, at the bottom, was no better 
than a rage to tyrannize 0 over Ar — 
n | 
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As the, emperor * Tiberius went the nent 
day to reviſit the hero, they encountered a 
danger which they had not foreſeen ; and. the 
glory of delivering them was reſerved by Hea- 
ven as one triumph more ta crown the fame of 
Belifarius, 

The Bulgarians, who had bn chaſed: no far- 
ther than the foot of the mountains in Upper 
Thrace, no ſooner perceived the country free 
from their purſuers, than they ſpread themſelves 
again over the face of the land. One of their de- 
tached parties was prowling in queſt of prey near 
the retreat. of Beliſarius, when a carriage appear- 
ed, and promiſed a rich booty, They immedi- 
ately hemmed it in; intercepted the two travel. 
lers, and made them prifoners, As they ſurren· 
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dexed all they bad without heſitating, the plun- 
| derers ſpared their lives. But for their liberty a 


ranſom, not in their power to pay dawn, was 
expelled, and therefore * were led along in 


captivi). 


But one way of eſcaping — their hands 
without being known, occurred to the emperor, 
Conduct us, ſaid he, to the place whither we 
were going: there we. ſhall be able to pro- 
cure the ranſom you require. I will: anſwer: 
with my. head that you have no ſurpriſe to ap- 
prehend; and if .I,break,, my word, or give you 
reaſon to repent conkiding i in me, I agree to for- 
feit my life. | 

The air of candour L. majeſty with which 
theſe words were uttered, made an impreſſion 
upon the Bulgarians, Whither would you have 
us lead you? enquired the Bulgarian chief.— 
About fix miles off, anſwered the emperor, to 
the retreat of Beliſarius,——©-Of Beliſarius! 
What! do you know, that illuſtrious hero? 
Maſt aſſuredly I do, ſaid the emperor, and 1 
dare count upon him as my friend. ——If that 
be the caſe, replied the Bulgarian, you, need be 
under no apprehenſion : we will accompany you 
thither. 

; Beliſarius, on the firſt notice of their arrival, 
imagined they came to carry him off a ſecond 
time; and his daughter, with tears, with ſhrieks, 
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zdd the utmoſt conſternation, claſped him in her 
arms, My father, faid my Oh! my father! muſt 
we part again ꝰ 

In this inſtant word was N that the 


court-yard was filled with an zuned force, that 
tood in formidable ranks round a carriage, Be- 
lilarius made his appearance: and the chief of the 
Bulgarians immediately accoſting him, Illuſtri- 
ous here, ſaid he, here are two. men, who claim 
an acquaintance with you, and call you their 
friend. What are their names? ſaid Belifarius,— 
lam Tibesius, ſaid the young man, and my father 
is made a priſoner with me.—Oh } yes, I know. 
them, exclaimed Belifarius ; they. are, my neigh- 
bours aud my good friends. But you that lead 
mem hither, by what. right have you laid hands, 
on them? Who. and what are you ?—We are 
Rulgarians, ſaid the chief, and the right. of war 
is our claim. But every thing gives, way to the 
eſteem we have for you. We ſhould but ill ſerve 
a prince who honours you, "if we. failed in re- 
ſpect to thoſe wham you acknowledge. Thou. 
wonderful man ! your friends are free, and to you 
they are indebted, for their liberty, . 

At theſe words, the emperor and Tiberius + TY 
an effort to raiſe their arms, and embrace Beli- 
ſarius: the hero felt the chains which. reſtrained. 
them; And, how, h ee 
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in captivity and ke ne them imme. 
"ately. | 
Aſtoniſhment, joy, ſurpriſe, and wonder to- 
gether, roſe and throbbed wildly in the boſom 
of Juſtinian. Oh! virtue, ſaid he to himſelf, 
powerful virtue! what an irrefiſtible empire 
| is thine! a poor blind old man, ſurrounded with 
wretchedneſs, commands reſpect from kings! 
wreſts the ſword from the hands of barbarians, 
and frees from chains the man who—Grcious 
God! if the univerſe beheld' the ſhame that 
covers me! Alas! it would be too mild a puniſh- 
ment. N 
The Bulgarians were defirous to return the 
booty they had ſeized. By no means, ſaid the 
emperar, keep it all as a gift, and reſt aſſured that 
I ſhall alſo add the ranſom we had ſtipulated. 
The Bulgarian chief, in taking leave of Beli- 
farius, aſked if he had any commands for the king 
his maſter. Tell him, it is my conſtant prayer 
to Heaven, ſaid Beliſarius, that ſo valiant a 
prince, may be the ally and the friend of my lo- 
vereign. 
Oh! Beliſarius, exclaimed Jaffinen, now re- 
— —4 from his confuſion and ſurpriſe, Oh, 
Belifarius! what ; an aſcendant have you 2 2 
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I have with the , Bulgarians. I am upon good 
terms with their king ; and but a few days ſince 
we ſupped together. Where was that? laid | 
Tiberius,———In the king's own tent, replied ea 
hero; I forgot to mention that adventure, A 1 
I was on my journey hither, I was, like you, 
made a priſoner, and conducted to the barbarian 
camp. Their king gave me a a, generous recep- 
tion, entertained me handſomely, and lodged me 
for the night under his on pavilion. The 
next day I obtained from him a guard to convey . | 
me ſafe back to the place where 1 fell into the 
hands of a roving party, —How, ſaid Juſtinian, 
the king, of Bulgaria know you, and not detain, 2 
you with him I—He was, inclined to do it, re- 
turned the bans. but his deſigns and my princi- 
ples did not correſpond with each other, He 
talked to me of taking: my revenge. Wnor 
revenge: myſelf! a mighty cauſe, indeed, for. in- 
volving a whole, country in flames} I returned, 
him thanks, as you may imagine, for the offer of 
his aſſiſtance; and now, you * he has conceiv- 
ed an eſteem * mel... 

Oh]! what remorſe, what polka. bitter re- 
morſe for the ſoul of juſtinian, ſaid juſtinian 
himſelf, ſhould: he ever know to what. a cruel 
exceſs his ingratitude has been carried! Where 
ſhall he find a friend like you. whom he has thus 
baſely injured 7 Alas! he is unworthy o of anz 
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man's regard after this outrage, this horrible in- 


jultice ! PTL Y- 

Do not exaggerate the matter, — Beli- 
farius ; j fester not the wounds of an aged empe- 
ror, but 4 reſ his years and his'misfor- 


tunes. s ſurpriſed' into that proceeding 
againſt me, U I will give ydbu alittle hiſtory of 


that buſineſs, There are three remarkable ras 
in the progreſs of my ruin. The firſt was my 


entry into Carthage.” Being maſter of 'Gilimer's 


palace, the uſe I made of his throne was to con- 


vert it into a tribunal of juſtice. In ſo doing, 


my intention was to give weight and digrity to 
the laws: my inward ſentiment» was not legibte 
to common eyes: and when a man' feats himſelf 
on a throne, he will naturally enough have the 
appearance of trying how be likes it. That. 
Was an indiſeretion: hut it was not the only one 
T committed. A very whimfical Kind of curio- 
ſity prompted me to dine at Giimer's table, 
after the faſhion of the Vandals, and I was ferv- 
ed, in the uſual manner of 'that court; by the 
officers of the king. It was concluded, that I 
had a mind to ſucceed to the vacant throne, and 
appearances gave ſome colour to it. A report 


of this ſoon reached the imperial palace. In 


order to counterwork the effect of it, I defired 
to be recalled, and Juſtinian recompenſed my 
fidelity by a magnificent triumph. Gilimer, 
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with his wife and children, together with all the 
accumulated treaſure, which for. a ſeries of years 
the Vandals had raviſhed from the nations round 
them, adorned the- ſplendid pomp. The empe- 
ror received me in the Circus, and when from 
the throne, on Which he was elevated amidſt the 
acclamations of a people almoſt without number, 
he ſtretched forth his hand to his ſubjeR, with 
that air of majeſty. and ſweetneſs, my heart ex- 
ulted within me; and I ſaid to myſelf, This day's 
example will be productive of many heroes: Juſ+ 
tinian knows the art of kindling emulation, and 
inflaming the mind to glory: the honour of 
ſerving; him will now be a prize contended for. 


But alas! the triumph, which was to inſure. 


proſperity to the prince, began already to prepare 
for me a reverſe of fortune! From that very 
moment, Envy ſtood with her bow. bent againſt 
me. 

A courſe of victory for five years together, it 
is true, made it neceſſary even for Envy to keep 
ſome meaſures of decency ; but, provoked at laſt 
beyond all patience by the ſucceſs that attended 
me, ſhe dared to ſhew herſelf openly, without any 
Tenſe of ame. 

The Goths were chaſed out of Italy, and had. 
thrown themſelves into Ravenna: I laid fiege to 
the place. It was their only refuge ; and, there 


pent up, it was impoſſible for them to eſcape. 
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Envy whiſpered to the emperor that Ravenna 
Was impregnable, that his army would all periſh 
before the town, in purſuit of my ſchemes of 
vain-glory; and, in conſequence, when the 
Goths were upon the point of ſurrendering, am- 
baſſadors from Juſtinian arrived with proffered 
terms of peace, I ſaw that the emperor had 
been impoſed upon, and I thought it would be 
treachery, on my part, to loſe the opportunity 
of making Italy our own : I therefore declined 
to ratify the conditions of peace; the town ca- 
pitulated, and I was accuſed of treaſon and re- 
volt. The charge had ſome foundation, as you 
perceive; for I had been guilty of diſobedience, 
and there was ſtill ſomething more im it. The 
enemy were diſaffected to their king, and made 
me a tender of their crown, A peremptory 
refuſal might embitter their minds; I returned a 
flattering anſwer ; and that ſeeming acquieſcence 
was deemed ſincere at court. I was recalled; 
and the prompt obedience with which I laid 
down the command, diſconcerted my enemies. 
To the emperor's feet I led that very Gothic 
king, whoſe crown I was ſaid to be ambitious of. 
This time a triumph was not allowed me. I 
felt myſelf ſorely mortified on the occaſion, 1 
do not mean to ſay that I was humbled in the 
ſight of the people: far from it: my retinue 
had ſufficient pomp ; and the acclamations of the 
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public, who preſſed in crowds about me, would 
have ſatisfied a more aſpiring vanity than mine. 
But the cold reception I met with from the 
emperor, more than hinted to me that he was 
not undeceived, and that a latent ſuſpicion was 
in ſecret ſtill at work againſt me. Unluckily 
the impreſſion made upon his mind was not a 
little aggravated by the enthuſiaſtic admiration 
of the people, whole idol I had the misfortune 
to be, | | | 

And now, in a diſpaſſionate manner, put your- 
ſelves in the place of the emperor ; conſider the 
prejudices that had been infuſed into his heart. 
Should not you have been piqued at the praiſe 
which reproached yourſelf ? Do you think the 
ſuppoſed ambition of a ſubject, extolled to the 
very ſkies, would not have given you umbrage? 
Should you not have ſeen with ſpleen and re- 
ſentment, a whole people, wild with joy, and, 
in the tranſport of their hearts, taking revenge 
againſt yourſelf, even to a malice of enjoyment, 
by giving me a popularity ſuperior to the triumph 
that had been refuſed? Could you have ſhut 
your ear to the whiſpers of a court commenting 
upon the inſult offered to Majeſty, by the tumult 
of applauſe that followed Beliſarius? My.good 
neighbour, the greateſt prince is but mere man; 
they are all jealous of their power and their 
iplendor; and if Juſtinian had not had vigour 
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enough to ſubdue the little paſſions. of his heart, 
and to pardon the merit which provoked him, it 
would have been by no means a matter of won - 
der. And yet the emperor did conquer his jea- 
louſies: he controuled the weakneſſes of vanity 
and ſuſpicion, and once more confided to me the 
command of his armies, and the defence of the 
ſtate. But another incident occurred, which 
gave a bias to his judgment, and made me the ob- 
ject of his fixed averſion. 

I had finiſhed my career; and Narſes, who 
ſucceeded me in Italy, alleviated all the pains of 
my own. inaCtivity by the victories he obtained 
over the enemies of my country, In this ſitua- 
tion J imagined I had nothing left but to cloſe 
the laſt ſcene of life in tranquillity, When of a 
ſudden the Huns made an irruption into Thrace, 
and ravaged all the country round. The empe- 
ror deigned to recolle& that I was ſtill in being, 
and in my old age I was charged with the com- 
mand of an expedition, by the event of which 
the empire was ſaved from ruin. I covered my 
grey hairs and the furrows of my forehead with 
an helmet, cruſted over with ten years ruſt, } 


+ Dum interea civitas omnis tumultaando maximum in 
modum perturbaretur, Belifarius, clariffmus olim præfectus, 
et fi pra ſenectute in curvitatem jam declinaſſet, mittitur 
tamen per imperatorem in hoſtes. Et ipſe quidem de fe, 
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Fortune proved favourable, and I repulſed the 
Huns, who were advanced within a few miles of 
the capital, I laid an ambuſh for the enemy, 
and it ſucceeded ſo well that I was regarded by 
the people as a guardian god. The whole city, 
at my return, was one wild uproar of joy and 
exultation, to ſuch à degree, that I was much 
ꝛlarmed at the fatal conſequences, which I then 
foreſaw : but how to appeaſe the violence of the 
populace? The emperor was old, and age brings 
infirmities with it. The honours paid me by the 
multitude, and the exceſs of applauſe that rung 
throughout the city, were underftood by Juſti- 
nian, as marks of diſaffection, plainly indicating 
that his ſubjects were tired of his reign, and 
wiſhed to ſee him abdicate his throne in favour 
of the general who defended it. Miſtruſt and 
jealouſy took poſſeſſion of him; and without 
alledging any thing againſt me, he judged it right 
to remove ſo dangerous a man from his preſence. 
While I paſſed my time in obſcurity, a plot 
againſt the crown was diſcovered ; and the con- 
ſpirators, without detecting their principal, died 
in the agony of torture, But the filence of 


mir animi promptitudine, juvenis munera exequebatur. 
Id namque ultimum illi in vit4 certamen fuit; nec ſane 
minorem ex ea re tulit gloriam, quam ex Vandalis olim Go- 


thiſque devictis. Agathias, lib. 5. 
X 2 
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thoſe urthappy men was interpreted by my ene- 
mies, and Calumny furniſhed out a copious ſup- 
plement. I was ordered into confinement; diſ- 
content ſpread among all ranks of men, till at 
"length, touched with compaſſion for all my ſuf- 
ferings, the people expreſſed their feelings with- 
out reſerve, Pity was foon inflamed to indig- 
nation, and by a general revolt the emperor was 
compelled to give me up to the clamours of my 
country. In depriving me of my eyes, I am 
perſuaded, he thought he was diſarming an ene- 
my. That I was never diſaffected to him, Heaven 
can bear me witneſs: but Heaven, that reads the 
hearts of men, has not given that power to 
princes. You accuſe the emperor of ingratitude 
and injuſtice ; but it was his misfortune, and not 
his crime, to believe appearances which, perhaps, 
would have miſled your judgment in the ſame 


* * 


manner. | 
Yes, he is miſerable, the moſt miſerable of 


men, ſaid Juſtinian, throwing his arms about the 
hero, and claſping him in his embrace, What 
means this burſt of anguiſh? enquired Beliſa- 
Tius, It is the agony of a heart ready to 
break, ſaid Juſtinian : Oh! Beliſarius, that un- 
Juſt maſter, that barbarous tyrant, who rent your 
eyes from their ſockets, and reduced you thus to 
miſery and want, in bitterneſs of ſorrow and re- 
pentance, now embraces you, and throws him- 


* 
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ſelf thus upon you with all the compunRion of 
ſenſibility and love. Thou my ſovereign, ex- 


claimed Beli ſarius Ves, I am he! Oh! my 


friend]! my deliverer! my protector! Yes, 
thou beſt of men, yes, I am that unhappy prince, 
who has ſet the world an example of the baſeſt 
cruelty and ingratitude. Let me, thus proſtrate 
at your feet, be humbled to that depth of low- 
neſs which my guilt deſerves. I here forget my 
crown, diſhonoured as it is by the vileſt crimes ; 
1 am unworthy to wear it longer. Nothing 
now befits me but thus to bathe the. duſt under 
your feet with my tears, and hide my oppro- 
brious head, thus overwhelmed with ſhame and 
| infamy. | 

And will you thus, ſaid the hero, ſupporting 
his maſter, who was almoſt ſuffocated with ſighs 
and tears; and will you thus, ſaid Belifarius, 
folding the emperor in his arms, abandon your- 
ſelf to deſpair? Shall the ſenſe of a paſt error 
take away the power of atoning for it? Oh! 
my maſter, you are plunging yourſelf in ſhame 
and diſtraction, as if you were the firſt man de- 
ceived by appearances, and ſeduced by calum- 
ny! Though your error were even a crime, yet 
why degrade yourſelf thus? Wherefore be 
humbled to an abject wretch, a thing vile and 
abhorred? You are my ſovereign ſtill; reſume 
your ſtrength, nor let the recollection of an un- 
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guarded moment rob you of a due reverence for 
yourlelf, and the true ſpirit of virtue. In this 
conſternation of your heart, reflect upon all the 
good you have done mankind before that unhap- 
Py moment, and let the remembrance of that 
fupport you. Belifarius is indeed' blind; but 
twenty nations by you are delivered from the 
yoke of barbarians, the calamities of the empire 
are all repaired by your princely beneficence, 
znd thirty years of glorious ſtruggle for the 
good of mankind, have proved to the univerſe, 
that Juſtinian was not a tyrant. Beliſarius is 
blind; but he forgives you: and, if you deſire 
to repair the injury you have done him, the means 
are eaſy and in your power. Grant me only 
one of the many preyers and vows I offer up for 
the peace of the world, and I am more than in- 
demnified. 

Come then, ſaid the emperor, ſnatching him 
again to his heart, come, and teach me to expiate 
my guilt! Come and exhibit it to my perfidious 
court in all its ſtriking colours; and let your pre- 
ſence, while it is a living memorial of my crime, 
be a proof of my repentance alſo. 

In vain did the hero uſe every entreaty to be 
left in ſolitude: to appeaſe the anguiſh of the 
emperor's mind, he was obliged to comply with 
his requeſt, and promile to accompany him. 


Then Juſtinian addreſſing himſelf to Tiberius, 


— 


OT 9 Y 
Nr 


1 


I - 2 


3 wr 


5 
| 0 5469 | N * ve 


P a+ "p40 * 9 W 4 5 9 


IFS ARIVSV. 235 


Oh } what a debt, what an unſpeakable debt do 
I now owe: thee, my friend! What recompenco 
can equal the ſignal ſervices thqu haſt done me ? 
———ltzs: true, my ſovereign, you are not rich 
enough, replied Tiberius, to recompence me. 
Leave it to Boliſarius to make me retribution, 
Poor as he is, he is, yet maſter. of à treaſure 
which I prefer to all yours. My only treaſure 
is my daughter, ſaid Belifarius, and I cannot diſ- 
pole of her better. At theſe. words he called 
for Eudoxa. My daughter, ſaid he, fall on your 
knees t youx ſovereign, and ſolicit his approba- 
tion of your nuptial union with the virtuous Ti- 
berius. At the name and ſight of Juſtinian, 
the firſt emotion of nature in the heart of Beli- 
ſarius's daughter was mixed with dread and hor- 
ror, A ſudden ſhriek burſt from her; ſhe ſtart- 
ed back, and turned aſide.” Juſtinian advanced 
towards her. Condeſcend, Eudoxa, ſaid he, to 
liſten to me; deign to look upon me, and you 


will ſee ge almoſt drowned in tears; in tears 


that guſh from the keeneſt anguiſh, and will ne- 
ver dry till I deſcend to the grave. Not this ca- 
pious ſtream, not all the good I have done, can 
blot out the memory of my guilt; but Beliſa- 
rius has pardoned me; and now, Eudoxa, now 
prove yourſelf his aner, by following his ex- 
ample, 
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© To fee the lovely Eudoxa given in matriage to 
Tiberius, was à degree of conſolation to the 
emperor; and from that moment he felt his 
heart warmed with ie Toothing 1 in 
nocence. | 
A more unexpected revolution never diſcon- 
certed the intrigues of a court. The arrival of 
Belifarius threw them into trouble and conſter- 
nation, Behold, ſaid Juſtinian to his courtiers, 
fee Here again the hero; behold this upright 
man, whom you made me condemn. Tremble, 
ye cowards, His innocence and his virtues 
are now manifeſt to me, and your lives are at 
his diſpoſal. Paleneſs, grief, and ſhame, cover- 
ed every vilage, In Belifarius they thought 
they beheld an inexorable judge; they dread- 
ed him as a vindictive and terrible god. The 
hero continued to ſupport the ſame modeſt re- 
ſerve that adorned him in diſgrace, He never 
deigned to recognize any of his accuſers; and, 
honoured to his death with the emperor's con- 
fidence, he made it his ſtudy to obtain an am- 
neſty for the paſt, and to inſpire his maſter with 
- a vigilant attention to the preſent, and an aw- 
ful ſeverity to controul all future crimes. But 
he did not live long enough for the good of man- 
kind, and the glory of his maſter, The emperor, 
quite enfeebled and diſpirited, contented him- 
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ſelf with ſhedding a few tears to his memory, 
and the counſels of Beliſarius died with him- 
ſelf, 


THE END, 
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FRAGMENTS 


or 
MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 
or GLORY. 


Grory is the blaze of great fame; eſteem is 
a calm and perſonal. ſentiment ; . admiration is a 
rapid emotion, and ſometimes momentary ; cele- 
brity an extended fame; glory a ſhining fame, 
ſupported by an unanimous conſent, and uni ver- 
{al admiration, | 

Eſteem has, honeſty for its baſis ; admiration, 
the uncommon and great in true morals or phyſics; 
celebrity, the extraordinary, aſtonifhing the mule 
utude ; glory, the marvellous, _ 

We call marvellous what is, or ſeems to be, 
raiſed above the power of nature; ſo that hu- 
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man glory, of which we only ſpeak at preſent, 
depends much upon opinion; and is true or falſe 
as that is. 

There are two ſorts of falſe glory; the one 
founded on a falſe marvellous, the other on the 
true, but fatal one. 

There alſo ſcems to. be two ſpecies of true 
glory, the one founded on the agreeable, the other 
on the uſeful marvellous; but, in reality, theſe 
only form one object. Glory founded on the 
falſe marvellous, only reigns by illuſion, and diſ- 
appears with it: ſuch is the glory of proſperity. 
Proſperity has no glory properly annexed to it; 
it uſurps thoſe talents and virtues, which are ſup- 
poſed to accompany it: it is often ſtript of them, 
if it is perceived to be only a robbery; and to 
convince us, a reverſe is ſufficient; eripitur per- 

ſona, manet res, We adore Fortune in the perſon 
of her favourite; he is diſgraced, We deſpiſe him. 
But this change is only for the people: to a per- 
ſon who ſees men as they are in themſelves, proſ- 
perity proves nothing, and adverſity has nothing 
deſtructive in it. 
A pliant ſpirit, and a eringing ſoul, a man born 
for oblivion, riſes to the higheſt ſummit of For- 
tune, and is overloaded with her favours; is a 
phenomenon the vulgar dare not contemplate 
with a fixed eye: they admire, they proſtrate 
themſelves; but the philoſopher is not dazzled ; 
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he diſcovers the ſpots in this apparent luminous 
body and perceives, that what they call its light 
is nothing but tlie refleQior wy a nnn and 
tranſitory eclat. 

Glory, founded on a falſe bvertoie; makes a 
more durable impreſſion, and, to the ſcandal of 
men, it requires ages to efface it: ſach is the 
glory of ſuperior talents, puer to injure man- 
Kind, | 

The moſt fatal Kind of the marvellous, and the 
. moſt ſtriking, was always the laſtre of conqueſts. 
We ſhall now give an example, to ſhew how very 
abſurd it is to annex” glory to cauſes the moſt 
hurtful. 

Twenty thouſand men, from the hopes of 
booty, have followed one to the carnage. As 
ſoon as a man at the head of twenty thouſand de- 
termined, tractable, intrepid, and ſubmiſſive men, 
has aſtoniſhed the multitude; theſe thouſands of 
men have ſlaughtered, put to flight, or conquered 
a greater number; their commander has the im- 
pudence to ſay, *I have fought, I am conquer- 
*or;” and the world has repeated, “ He has 
© fought, he is conqueror.” Hence the marve!- 
lous, and glory of conqueſts, 

Do you Know what you are doing we may 

ſay to thoſe who celebrate conquerors ; you ap- 

plaud gladiators, who are trained among vou, and 

diſpute the prize which you keep for him who 
* 
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gives the ſureſt and moſt terrible ftrokes, Re- 
double your acclamations and praiſes; to- day the 
bloody bodies of your neighbours cover the earth; 
to-morrow it will be your turn. 

Such is the force of the marvellous over the 
minds of the multitude, The productive opera- 
tions, for the moſt part, are ſlow and tranquil; 
they do not aſtoniſh us. The deſtructive opera- 
tions are rapid and noiſy ; we place them i in the 
rank of prodigies. It requires only a month to 
ravage a province, and it requires ten years. to 
fertilize it, We admire the ravager, and ſcarce 
deign a thought on him who has made it fertile. 
Should we be aſtoniſhed at ſo much miſchief 
done, and ſo few good actions? Will the people 
never have the courage, or good ſenſe, to unite 
themſelves againſt him who ſacrificeth them to 
his unbridled ambition, to ſay to him on their 
part, as the ſoldiers of Cæſar, 


& Liceat diſcedere, Cæſar, 
A rabie ſcelerum. Quæris terraque marique 
His ferrum jugulis. Animas effundere viles, 
„ Quolibet hoſte, Faras.“ 
| Lucax. 


On the other fide, as the Scythian to Alexan- 
der, © What quarrel have we with you? We 
never came into your country. Is it not per- 
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L «© mitted to thoſe that live ir woods to be ig- 
« notant who thou art, and whence" thou com- 
« eſt po 

Ought- there not at leaſt to be a claſs of men ſo 
much above the vulgar, ſo wiſe, fo courageous, 
ſo eloquent, to ſtir up the world againſt its op- 
bug; 2 to render a barbarous glory 6dious 
to it ? 

The men of ler determine the opinion of 
one age from another; it is by them that it is fx 
ed and tranſmitted; by which they could be the 
arbiters of glory, and, of conſequence, the _ 
uſeful or we moſt ——— of men. 2 


« Vinere fortes ante Agamemnona 
„Multi: fed omnes illacrymabiles 
« Urgentur, ignotique longa 
Nocte, carent quia vate ſacro.“ 
| Hoxar, 


Truth given over to the people is altered and 
obſcured by tradition ; is loſt in a deluge of fables, 
Heroiſm becomes abſurd in paſſing from mouth 
to mouth. At firſt they admire it as a prodigy ; 
foon they deſpiſe it as a ſuperannuated tale; and 
it ends in oblivion; Wile poſterity only believe 
of thoſe ancient times what has been % SUE * 
celebrated writers. 


Y 2 
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Lewis XII. aid, * The Grecks have dane few 
e things; but they have ennobled thoſe few Which 
* they have done, by the ſublimity of their elo- 
« quence. The French have done great things, 
« and in great numbers; but they, did not know 
©« how to relate them. The Romans alone had 
the double advantage to do great actions, and to 
« celebrate them properly.” Here is a king who 
acknowledges, that the glory. of "Og is, in the 
hands of the learned. 

But it muſt be confeſſed, chat —— are top 

often forgetful of the dignity of their ſtation; 
and their proſtituted eulogies to happy crimes 
have produced great evils in the world. 

Aſk of Virgil, what was the right of the Ro- 
mans over the reſt of mankind; he n . 


anſwer, 


46 Parcere ſubjectis, & debellare ſuperbos.“ 


If you aſk of Solis, what we ougght to think 
of Cortes and Montezuma, of the Mexicans 
and Spaniards; he will anſwer, that Cortes was 
a hero, and Montezuma a tyrant ; that the Mex- 
icans were barbarians, and the Spaniards gentle- 
men, | | 

In writing, we adopt one perſonage or coun- 
try; and it ſeems that it can be ſaid of nothing 
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in the world, that it was entirely made for It- 
ſelf, 4 

The philoſopher” $ country is the world, and his: 

heroes the human race. 
"> courtler,- though a flatterer, his ſtation in 
ſome ſort excuſes it, and renders him leſs danger- 
ous, We ought to ſuſpect his teſtimony : he is 
not free. But what obliges a learned man to be- 
tray himſelf and equals, nature and truth ? 

It is not ſo much from fear, intereſt, meanneſs, 
as the dazzling illuſion, enthuſiaſm, which has 
brought men of learning to decree glory to glar- 
ing.crimes, Weare ſtruck with the force of the 
mind, or ſoul, ſurpriſing in great crimes, as well: 
as great virtues. Lively imaginations have not 
ſeen the exploſion but as a prodigious diſcovery 
of the ſprings of nature, as a magnificent picture 
to be painted. In admiring the cauſe, they have 
praiſed the effects. Thus the tyrants of the world. 
become heroes. 

Men born for glory have ſought it where their, 
own opinion placed it.. Alexander had always 
before his eyes the fable of Achilles; Charles 
XII. the hiſtory of Alexander: from hence that 
fatal emulation, which, of two kings of great va- 
lour and talents, made two mercileſs tyrants. The 
romance of Quintus Curtius cauſed the miſeries 
of Sweden; om "POE of Homer thoſe of Indie ia: 

: . _ 3 . 
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May the hiſtory of Charles XII. uke nean 
his virtues! | 

The philoſopher alone i 1s the good poet, ey che 

Stoics: they were in the right. Without a ſound 
judgment and a pure ſoul, the i imagination is Mad 
a Circe, and harmony a Syren. 

It is the ſame with the hiſtorian bees þ orator as- 
with the poet: virtuous and knowing, they are 
the organs of, juſtice, the lights of truth; Prepol- 
ſeſſed and corrupted, they are no more than the 
courters of proſperity, the vile flatterers of crimes. 

Philoſophers have uſed their rights, and have 
ſpoken of glory to their maſters. 

Do you know (faid Pliny to Trajan), where 
te the true and immortal glory of a ſovereign re- 
% ſides ? Triumphal arches, ſtatues, nay even. 
© temples and altars, are demoliſhed by time, 
&© and blotted from the face of the earth. But 
« the glory of a hero, who, ſuperior to his unli- 
% mited power, knows how to tame and bridle 
that unaltcrable glory, will even increaſe with 
time.“ | 

Seneca, ſpeaking of Alexander, ſays, In 
*« what does this mad youth. reſemble Hercules, 
% who pretends to follow his ſteps, who ſought 
glory without knowing nature or its limits, 
« and had no other virtue than an happy temeri- 
«ty? Hercules never conquered for himſelf; 
© he traverſed the world to vindicate, not invade, 
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© What need had this hero of conqueſts, an ene- 
© my to the Wicked, the revenger of the good, 
« the peace-maker of land and ſea? But Alex- 
« anger, inclined from his youth to rapine, was 
« the deſtroyer. of nations, the ſcourge of his 
« friends and enemies. He made the ſovereign 
good conſiſt in making himſelf dreadful to all 
«, men; he forgot that he availed himſelf of an 
6 advantage, not. only common to the moſt - 
e vage, but even to the moſt cowardly and vile 
6 anjpale, who are reſpectable only from. thei 
« venoms.” | 

Thus men, born to ———72 2 others, 
ougbt, always to ſhow the contraſt between pro- 
tecting and deſtructive valour, to teach them to 
diſtinguiſh between the worſhip of love and that 
of fear, which they very often confound, | 

You will ſay, it is ſufficient for the ambitious 
to be afraid: fear holds the place of love; he com- 
mands, his wiſhes are completed. But do you 
not ſee, that, if the illuſion ceaſes, fear will va- 
niſh.? The ambitious man, left to himſelf, is 
only a, weak and fearful man. Perſuade thoſe 
that ſerve him, that they loſe themſel ves in doing 
it, that their enemies are their brothers, and that 
he is their common executioner; make him odi- 
ous, to them who make him dreadful; what will 
then become of that great man who makes every 
body tremble ? Tamerlane, the terror of Aſia, will 
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only be a fable: four men are ſufficient to chain 
Him as a madman, to chaſtiſe him as à child. 
Thus would be reduced the power and glory of 
conquerors, if the veil” of opinion, and the 
ſhackles of fear were taken from the people. 
Some have thought themſelves very wiſe, in 
valuing the glory of a conqueror, to balance what 
he does by chance and his troops, with what he 
does himſelf alone. In that caſe it is very fit in- 
deed to divide the glory. It is difgrace that 
Thould be publiſhed; it is horror with which one 
ſhould be inſpired. He who has terrified the world 
is either a celeſtial or infernal' god; he will be a- 
red, if he is not abhorred: ſuperſtition knows 
no medium. 
Vou may ſay ofa conqueror, it is not him that 
has conquered; weak means of degrading him! 
It is not him that has conquered, but it is he that 
Has made to conquer. Is it nothing to inſpire a 
number of men with the reſolution to fight and 
die under his colours? This aſcendency over 
minds would be ſufficient alone to give him glory. 
Do not therefore try to deſtroy the marvellous of 
conqueſts; but render this marvellous as deteſt- 
able as it is fatal; it is by this it ſhould be an 
contemptible. 
Let the force and elevation of a \ beneficent and 
generous ſoul; let the activity of a ſuperior geni- 
us, attentive to the good of the world, be the ob- 
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jett of your praiſes; and by the. ſame hand which 
Wh raiſe altars to diſintereſtedneſs, to goodneſs, 

o . humanity, to clemency, let pride, ambition, 
5 luſt, fury, be dragged by the hair to 
the dreadful tribunal of incorruptible poſterity: 
it is then that you will be the Nemeſis of your 
age, the Rhadamanthus of the living. 

If the living intimidate you, what have you. as 
fear from the dead ? you, owe-to them only the 
praiſe of cheir good actions ij the cenſure of their 
evil ones ou owe to the world: the ignominy 
attat hed do their mes will xeflect on their ĩmi- 
their turn, tobe judgment which diſgraces their 
models: hb will 4e ee eee 
will trerable for their memory. 

But even With raſpet᷑t to the nisse 
aught a man oflearning to take with xeſpe&:tp 
unjuſt ſucceſſes, and happy crimes ? Oppoſe then, 
if they havethe liberty and courage; keep ſilence, 
if they have not VA e e 10 do n 
more. 

This „ e of the iowa een 


itſelf be a terrible judgment, of they are accuſtom - 
edto ſeethem united, to give a Ae 5 
to aſtions truly glorious. * 
If we ſuppoſe this — — ehe 
it ſhould be; all the poets, all the chi ſtorians, all 
the orators, anſwering each other from the extre- 
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mities of the world, and aſſi ſting the fame of a 


good king, of a good hero, of a pacific conquer- 
or, with eloquent and fublime language, to ſpread 
his name ws glory over the univerſe! let every 
man, who by his talents and virtues hath deſerved 
well of his country and of humanity, be carried 
as in triumph in the writings of his eotemporaries: 
let there appear then an unjuſt, violent, ambiti- 
dus man, how powerful or happy ſoever, the or- 
gans of glory will be dumb; the world will un- 
derſtand this ſilence; the tyrant himſelf ſhall 
underſtand it, and ſhall be confounded,” I am 
condemned, he will ſay, and wt eee 
death to engrave my ſhame on brafs. 

What reſpeſt does not the en ere 
impreſs, the pen of hiſtory, the thunder of ele- 
quence, in equitable and juſt hands 7 the weak 
but bold e n trem- 
e gd 2 1811 25H DDο l ei [41.14 

The falſe 38 . not the only 
Aa ed bo turned to reproach; but the 
principles which condemn it, n *pPly to 
all that reſemble them. 
True glory has for its object ihe uſeful, the 

hkoneſt, and juſt; and this is its only ſupport with 
reſpect to truth: what it has of the marvellous, 
conſiſts in exerting the talent, or the virtue, of 
governing for the good of mankind. ; 
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Wẽ have obſerved that there ſeems to be akind 
of glory attached to the agreeable marvellous ; 
but this is only a participation of the glory an- 
nexed to the uſeful marvellous: ſuch is the glory 
of the fine arts. 

The fine arts have their marvellous; and that 
conſtitutes their glory. 

The power of eloquence, the aelukion. of . 
try, the charms of muſic, the illuſion of paint - 
ing, &c. muſt have appeared prodigies, eſpecially 
in the times where eloquence changed the face of 
kingdoms, where muſic and poetry civilized man- 
kind, where ſculpture and painting imprint on. 
the world reſpe@ and admir ation. 

Theſe marvellous effects of the arts 3 1 
ranked with the moſt aſtoniſhing and moſt uleful. 
mankind have produced; and the glorious cele- 
brity they have had, has formed one of the ſpe- 
cies, comprehended under the generical name- of 
glory whether that men have counted their plea- 
lures in the number of the greateſt benefits, and 
the arts-which cauſe them, in the number of the 
moſt precious gifts that Heaven has conferred on 
the world ; or that they have ever thought they 
can never too much honour what had contributed 
to render them leſs barbarous, and that the arts, 
conſidered as companions of virtue, have been 
judged worthy to divide the triumph, after hav- 
ing joined its labours, It is only on this footing, 
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that the talent, in general, ſeem to habe ale 
td enter into the ſociety of glory witHvirthe Fand a 
the ſociety becomes mote intimate, in proportion 
as they concur more directly to the fame end. 
This end is the good of the world. Thus the ta- 
lents, hic contribute moſt to make men happy, 
ought naturally to have the greateſt ſhare of glory. 
But this prie attached to talents, ought in reaſon, 
therefore, to ſpring from their uncommonneſs and 
uſefulneſs combined. What is' not difficult, de- 
ſerves no attention; what is eafy, though uſeful, 
as the exerciſe of a common talent, requires only 
a ſmall ſalary. What is, at the fame time, of 
great importance; and extreme difficulty, requires 
encouragement proportioned to the talents em- 
ployed. The merit of ſuccefs rationally ariſes 
from the uſefulneſs of the undertaking, and un- 
commonneſs of the means; 
According to this” rule, the talents _— to 
the fine arts, although they are moff aſtoniſhing, 
are not to be fitſt admitted to the ſhare of glory. 
With leſs genius than Tacitus or Corneille, a mt- 
nifter or legiſlator will be placed before them. 
Cartying this point tilt ' farther, the ſame ta- 
tents ate not al ways equally commendable; and 
their protectors, to encourage the moſt uſeful, 
ought to confult the diſpoſition of minds, and the 
conſtitution of things, Poetry, for example, was 
uſeful in the times of barbariſm and ferocity, elo- 
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quenee in the times of fear and deſolation, philo- 
ſophy in the times of ſuperſtition and fanaticiſm. 
The firſt will ſoften the manners, and make their 
minds flexible; the ſecond will raiſe the courage 
of the people, and inſpire thoſe” vigorous reſolu- 
tions Which triumph over adverſe fortune; the laſt 
will diſſipate the phantoms of error and fear, and 
will ſhew men the precipice they. ſuffered them» 
ſelves to be brought to, with * hands tied, and 
hood winked. 218 ho ward ed 
But, as theſe effefts. are 9050 ee ma as the 
talents which operate them are mixed and blend - 
ed together; as philoſophy. enlightens the poe- 
try it embelliſhes, as eloquence enlivens both, and 
is enriched from their treaſures; the beſt Way to 
aſſiſt all, is to unite, them, to make them exert 
their full power by turns, or in concert, according 
to men, places, and times. Theſe are the moſt 
powerful, and often negle&ted means, to conduct 
and govern the people! the wiſdom of the an- 
cient republics, exceeds all r 

capable to perſuade and mowv e. 
On the contrary,, nothing; declares more, the 
corruption end ſottiſhnels in whigh-mepare phung- 
ed, than extravagant honours gtanted to frivolous 
arts, Rome is an ohject of pity, when ſhe is di- 
vided into factions for pantomimes, when the ba- 
niſhment of their debauched men is a 1 
and their return a triumph. 

Z 


1 


254 or GLORY. 

Glory, as we have ſaid, ſhould be reſerved for 
the co- operators of the public-good; and not only 
talents, but virtue itſelf, has no _— to * 
but by that title. 

The action of Virginius Keribeing his 4 
ter, is as intrepid, and more pure, than that of 
Brutus condemning his ſon; notwithſtanding the 
laſt is glorious, the firſt not ſo. Why? Virgi- 
nius only ſaved his family's honour : Brutus ſaved 
the honour of the laws and his country, Perhaps 
there was a good deal of pride in the action of 
Brutus, nay perhaps nothing but pride; in that of 
Virginius, nothing but honeſty and courage: but 
he did all for his family, and the other did all, or 
ſeemed to do all, for Rome; and Rome only look- 
ed upon the action of Virginius as that of an ho- 
neſt man, anda good father, but hath conſecrat- 
ed that of Brutus as an hero: nothing is more juſt 
than'this determination. 

Great ſacrifices of perſonal intereſt for the good 
of the public, require a refolution which raiſes 
man above himſelf ; and glory is = ed * 
worthy to be annexed to it. ; 

What can you do to him who Gacrificed his life 
like Decius, his honour like Fabius, his revenge 
like Camillus, his children like Brutus and Man- 
1ius ? The virtue that is ſelf-ſufficient, is a virtue 
more than human: it is therefore neither prudent 
nor juſt to require it. Its recompence, therefore, 
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ought to be proportioned to the good it performs, 
to the ſacrifice it makes, to the perſonal talents it 
exerts; or, if perſonal talents are wanting, to the 
choice of thoſe foreigners it calls to its aſſiſtance ; 
for this choice iu a miniſter includes all talents in 
itſelf. 

A miniſter who afts alone does very little. 
The eulogy which Horace gives to Auguſtus, 

Cum tot ſuſtineas, et tanta negotia ſolus, 

only ſignifies, that every thing was done in his 
name, and every thing under his inſpection. The 
gift of reigning with glory, requires only one ta- 
lent and one virtue, which hold the place of every 
thing elſe, and nothing can ſupply them; the vir- 
tue is to love mankind; the qualification is to 
pleaſe t hem. Let a king courageouſly deſire the 
good of his ſubjects, let him employ for this pur- 
poſe the moſt infallible means, what he does by 
advice, is not leſs his; and the glory that comes. 
from thence, muſt aſcend to its ſource, Þ:3 

It is not to be thought that talents and great 
virtues ſhould make appointments with each o- 
ther; to be in company in one age and one coun- 
try, we ſhould ſuppoſe they are attracted by a load- 
ſtone, a breath that unfolds them, a foul that ani- 
mates them, a centre of activity which binds them 
to it. Therefore, it is with juſtice that we attri- 
bute to a king, who knew how to reign, all the 

{WY 
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glory of his reign ; what he has inſpired he has 
done, and the praiſe of it is due to him. 

A king, who, by the bonds of confidence ac 
love, unites all parts of his dominions, and makes 
a body, of which he is the ſoul, encourages po- 
pulation and induſtry, makes agriculture and 
commerce to flourifh, excites and encourages the 
arts, puts talents into ation, and makes virtues 
flouriſh, This king, without coſting his ſubjects 
a tear, or one drop of blood on the earth, accu- 
mulates in the boſom of repoſe, an immenſe trea- 
ſure of glory, and the crop belongs to * that 
ſowed it. 

But glory, Uke light, communicates;tielf with- 
out loſs: that of the ſovereign ſpreads itſelf over 
the nation; and each of the great men, whoſe la- 
bours have contributed to it, ſhine in particular 
from the ray that flows from him. We ſay, the 
great Conde, the great Colbert the great Cor- 
neille, as we ſay. Lewis the Great. That ſubject 
who contributes to, and partakes moſt of the 
glory of a happy reign, that is, a knowing, labo- 
rious, acceſſible miniſter, equally devoted to the 
ſtate and his prince, who forgets himſelf, and 
only ſtrives to do good; yet even the glory, of 
this aſtoniſhing man reverts to the king ho 
makes the choice. In a word, if the uſeful and 


marvellous are the foundation of glory, what can 
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be more glorious for a prince, than — 
and the choice of a worthy friend? 4 

In the eftimation of glory, we ſhould:confider 
the difficulties a perſon has ſurmounted, with the 
good he has done. This is the peculiar advantage. 
of the founders of ſtates, ſuch as Lycurgus, and 
the Czar Peter. We ſhould alſo fubtrat from 
the merit of ſucceſs, all that has been done by 
violence, The only glorious fovereignty, agree - 
able to mankind, flows from reaſon; or from love: 
imperatoriam majeftatem armis nn 
oportet eſſe armaaam s oo nn 

Of all thoſe who have deſolated the at 
there is not one of them, if you will believe 
them, Who has not done it with the intention to 
ſecure its happineſs. Be on your guard againſt 
any one who pretends to make men happier than 
they chooſe to be: this is the chimera: of uſurp- 
ers, and the pretext of tyrants. He who founds 
an empire for himſelf, uſes the people like a mar- 
ble- cutter, who pays no regard to chips: he who 
founds an empire for the people who compoſe it, 

commences by rendering the people more flexi- 
ble, and modifies” them, without breaking them. 
In general, ſelf-regard-in the public cauſe, is 
treaſon againſt humanity: a man who ſacrifices to 
himſelf alone, the repoſe, the good of mankind, 
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is of all animals the moſt . 
all ſhould unite to cruſ him. 1 bk: 
authors of everyunjuſt- war; we have invited the 
diſpenſers of glory ta.cover with ſhame even the 
ſucceſa of ambitious conquerors; but we are far 
from diſputing with the profe ſſion of arms, the 
part which it ought to have of the glory of a ſtate, 
of which it is the — and n 
which it is the guard. | 
He who ſerves — — 
armed in a good or bad cauſe, whether he re- 
ceives the ſword from the- hands of juſtice, or 
the hands of ambition, he is. neither. judge, non 
ſecurity of the projects he executes * his per- 
ſonal glory is without Rain, and ſhould be pre · 
portioned to the efforts it has coſt him. The auſ- 
terity of the diſcipline to which he has ſubmit, 
ted, the ſeverity of the labours he has impoſed 
on himfelf, the dreadful dangers he has run; in 
a word, the multiplied ſacrifices of. his liberty, 
of his repoſe, and of his life, cannot be properly 
paid but by glory. To that glory. which ac 
companies generous and pure valour, chere is 
ſtill added the glory of thoſe- talents which, 
in a great captain, brighten, aſſiſt, and crown var 
lour. | CEN TT 

Under this point of view, there is no glory 
comparable to that of warriors ; for even that of. 
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tgiſlators requires perhaps more abilities, bus 
much fewer facrifices : theiblabours are #fliduous 
poſing then, the ſcourge of war inevitable fon 
mankimd, the profeſſion of arms ſhould be the 
moſt honourable, as it is the moſt hazardous. It 
would be dangerous to give him a rival, eſpeci- 
ally in ſtates expoſed by their ſituation to the 
jealouſy and inſults of their neighhours. It is 
not enough to honour the merit that commands; 


we ſhould alſo: hanour the valour that obeys it. 


We ſhouldalſo. have a portion of glory for a corps 
that diſtinguiſhes itſelf; for, if glory is not the 
object of each particular ſoldier, it is of the united 
multitude. A legionary thinks as a man, a legion 
as an hero: and What they call the /pirit of à corps, 
needs no other ſupport, or other t * 
glory.” 

They complain that our hiſtory, is ldd . 
in compariſon of that of the Greeks and Romans. 
The reaſon is very plain: ancient hiſtory is that 
of men; modern hiſtory that of twa or. ane 
a king, a miniſter, a general. 

In the regiment of Champagne, an — ow 
manded twelve volunteers, for a-coup-de-main 2: 
the whole corps ſtood” ſtill; and none anſwer» 


ed. - Three times the ſame demand, and three- 


times. the ſame ſilence. Ha! fays the n 
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you not underſtand me? They cried * 
voice, We underſtand you; but why do you call 
twelve — we are all fo';- — 
raten mow to. re os ee 
The n inundated; 
the ſoldiers marched in water almoſt up to the 
fhoulders. A very young officer, whoſe age did 
not permit him to march in the ſame manner, 
cauſed himfelf to be carried from hand to hand. 
A grenadier preſented him to his comrade, that 
he might take him in his arms. Put him on my 
back, ſays be; that, 1 — 1 
may ſave him. 

The French ae has a thouſand examples 
of that beauty which Plutarch and Tacitus would 
have been at great pains to collect. We have 
left them to particular memoirs, as unworthy the 
majeſty of hiſtory, It is to be hoped that ſome 
* hiſtorian will ſhake off this preju- 
dice. 

All the conditions which require ſouls deter- 
mined to make the great ſacrifices of perſonalin» 
tereſt, ſhould have for their encouragement: the 
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- + Since I made this obſervation, a learned man, who 
thinks like a citizen, and fecs like a ſtateſman, has. been 
ordered by the miniſter to colieQ, for a military ſchool, 
theſe intereſting facts that had been neglected. This co 
lefion is the beſt book you can put into the hands of a en 
foldier, 
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view, though a. little removed, of perſonal glory. 
It is well known that the philoſophers, to make 
virtue impregnable, have prepared it to bear 
every thing: Non vis eſſe juſtus ſine gloria at; 
mehercule, ſæpe juſtus eſſe debebis cum infamia, But 
virtue itſelf does not exert itſelf but againſt a 
tranfitory ignominy, and in hopes of glory to 
come. Fabius ſuffered himſelf to be inſulted in 
the camp of Hannibal, and to be diſhonoured in 
Rome, during the courſe of à campaign; but 
could he be reſolved to die diſhonoured, and ne- 
ver more to be remembered ꝰ Let us not expect 
theſe efforts from the weakneſs of our nature 
Religion alone is capable of it; and even its ſa· 
crifices are far from diſintereſtedneſa. The moſt 
humble of men do not renounce a periſhable 
glory, but in exchange of an immortal glory. It 
was the hope of that immortality which ſupport- 
ed Socrates and Cato. An ancient philoſopher 
ſays, * How ſhould you have me ſenſiblꝭ of cen- 
*« ſure, if you did not think 1 
0 of praiſe ?? 

Like theology, ef ey ſhould fortify ow 
againſt ingratitude and the contempt of men, by 
ſhewing him, . happier 
g and a juſter worlc. ai 3i Fo 

«© Glory accompanies virtue as its ſhadow! 
ſays Seneca; but as the ſhadow of a body ſomes 
e times precedes, and ſometimes follows, in the 
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« ſame manner, glory at one time goes before 
virtue, and takes the firſt place; at another, it 
« only comes in the train, when envy is with - 
, drawn; and then ſhe is ſo much the more 
© grand, as ſhe ſhews herſelf later.“ 
It is therefore a philoſophy as vain as danger- 
ous, to attack in man the thoughts of poſterity, 
and the deſire of outliving one's ſelf, This phi- 
loſophy has found ſome great ſouls who have 
done well, merely to act their part properly. 
But we ſhould never reckon on characters of 
this ſtamp. We ſhould permit a man who has. 
done well to love glory; we ſhould even ſhew 
him it — — 
conſtancy may not ſplit on this roc, 
He who bounds his gloryifoe the Mors pace: 
of his life, is a flave to opinion, and the confi 
deration of a) moment; caſt off, if the age in 
which he lives is unjuſt; diſeouraged, if it is 
ungrateful; impatient above all to enjoy it, he 
would collect what he has ſown, and prefers a 
precarious and tranſitory glory to a flow and 
durable one; he will undertake nothing that is. 
ghar: | 

He who removes himſelf to poſterity, and en- 
joys it in his mind, will labour for all ages, as if 
he was immortal; that if his cotemporaries re- 
fuſe him the glory he has merited, their ſucceſſors, - 
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will make it up; for his in makes him 
preſent with poſterity. | 
It is a fine dream, you will ſay, Eh! ſhall he 
never enjoy his glory otherwiſe 15 as a dream? 
There are not a ſmall number of ſpectators which 
ſurround you, who form, the voice of fame, 
Your reputation is glorious, only as ir ſpreads 
your, name where you are not, and where you 
never will be. Why then ſhould it be more 
ſooliſh to extend in idea our exiſtence to after 
ages, than to diſtant climates? Real ſpace is to 
you only a point as to real duration, If you 
depend upon either the one or the other, your 
ſoul will languiſh in dejection as in a cloſe pri- 
ſon, The deſire of eterniſing our glory is an en- 
thuſiaſm which aggrandiſes us, which raiſes us 
above ourſelves and the age we live in; and 
whoever reaſons about it is unworthy of feeling 
it: to deſpiſe glory, ſays Tacitus, is to deſpiſe the 
virtues that lead to it ; Contempta fama, virtutes 
contemnuntur, | 
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| 1 general we b bee name of en to thoſe 


who poſſeſs the firſt places of the ſtate, whether 

it be in the government, or near the prince. 
We may conſider the great, either with re- 

lation to the manners of the ſociety, or with 


relation to the political conſtitution, We only 


take the great here, in wy of INN" in em- 
ployment. | 


In a pure democracy there are none great but | 


the magiſtrates, or rather there are none great 
but the people. The magiſtrates are only great 
by the people, and for the people; it is their 
power, their dignity, their majeſty, they entruft 
them with. From hence it comes, that, in well 
conſtituted republics, they formerly made it 'a 
crime to try to acquire a perſonal authority, The 
generals of the army were only great at the head 
of their troops; their authority was that of diſ- 
cipline; they laid it down at the ſame time that 
the ſoldier quitted arms; and peace made them 
equals, 

It is of the eſſence of democracy that honours 
be elective, that no one be excluded by the tate, 
So ſoon as one claſs of citizens is condemned to 
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ferve without the hopes of commanding, the go- 
vernment is ariſtocratical, The leaſt hurtful a- 
riſtocracy, is that where the authority of the great 
makes itſelf leaſt felt: the moſt vicious, is that 
where the great are deſpotic, and the people ſlaves. 
If the nobles are tyrants, the evil is without re- 
_— A ſenate never dies. 

If the ariſtocracy is military, the abt of 
the great tends to unite itſelf in one ſingle perſon : 
the government approaches to monarchy,. or to 
deſpotiſm. If the ariſtocracy is only the buckler 
of the laws; to make it continue, it ſhould be the 
moſt juſt, and moſt moderate of all governments. 
The people, to ſupport the excluſive authority of 
the great, ſhould be happy as at Venice, or de- 
preſſed as in Poland. 

What wiſdom, what dd have not the no- 
ble Venetians need of, to manage the obedience 
of the people! What means do they not employ 
to conſole them for the inequality! The courte- 
zans, and the carnival of Venice, are a political 
inſtitution: by one of theſe means, the riches of 
the great flow back to the people, without oſten- 
tation and without noile ; by the other, the peo- 
ple find themſelves fix months in the year e- 
qual to the great, and, under this maſk, forget 
their own dependence, and the other's ſove- 
reignty. | N 
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The Roman liberty had cheriſhed the autho- 
rity of kings, but could not bear the authority of 
the great, The republican ſpirit was enraged at 
ſo humbling a diſtinction. The people would 
eaſily exclude themſelves from the firſt places, 
but they would not be excluded ; and the proof 
that they deſerved to pretend to it, is, that they 
had the wiſdom and virtue to abſtain from them, 

In a word, it is no republic, but on the ſuppo- 
ſition of an univerſal right to the firſt dignities. 
All hereditary pre-eminence deſtroys the equality, 
breaks the political chain, and divides the citizens, 

The danger of liberty is not, that the people 
pretend to elett, without exception among the ci- 
tizens, the magiſtrates and judges, but that they 
forget them after having elected them. It was 
thus that the Romans have paſſed from liberty to 
licentiouſneſs, and from licentiouſneſs to ſlavery. 

In a republican government, the great, clothed 
with authority, exerciſe it in all its force, Ina 
monarchical government, they ſometimes exerciſe 
it, and never poſſeſs it: it does not reſide in 
them; they are like canals; it paſſes through 
them: but the prince opens or cloſes the ſource, 
divides it into rivulets according to its ſize, ob- 
ſerves and dire&s its courſe, 

The great, loaded with honours, and void of 
power, repreſent the monarch to the people, and 
the people to the monarch, If the principle of 
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government is corrupted among the great, it will 
require great virtue, both in the prince and the 
people, to maintain in a juſt balance the protec- 
tive authority of the one, and the lawful liberty 
of the other: but if this order is compoſed of 
faithful ſubjects and good patriots, they will be 
the chief ſupport of the powers of the ſtate, and 
the bond of obedience and authority. 
It is effential to a monarchical government, as 
well as a republican, that the ſtate be only one, 
that the parts of which it is compoſed form a ſolid 
and compact whole. This vaſt machine, all ſim- 
ple as it is, cannot ſubſiſt but by an exact combi 
nation of its parts: if their motions are interrupt- 
ed or oppoſed, the principle even of its _— 
becomes that of its deſtruction. 

Now, the poſition of the great in a monarchi- 
cal ſtate, ſerves wonderfully to eſtabliſh and: pre- 
ferve that harmony and that. unanimity, from 
whence reſults the regular continuity of the ge- 
2 motion. 

It is not thus in a mixed government, where 
the authority is balanced and divided between the 
prince and the nation. If the prince confers fa- 
vours, the great will be the hirelings of the prince, 
and the corrupters of the ſtate; according to the 
number of ſubſidies impoſed on the people, will 
be comprehended ſecretly the annual price of 
the votes; that is to ſay, what it coſts the prince 
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to pay to the great for the liberty of the people, 
The prince will have a book of rates of the 
votes; and will calculate with his council, how 


much ſuch and ſuch a virtue may coſt him to 


corrupt. | 
But in a well conſtituted monarchy, where full 
authority refides in one, without jealouſy and 
without diviſion, where of conſequence all the 
power of the ſovereign is in the riches, the hap- 
pineſs, and fidelity of his ſubjects, the prince has 
no reaſon to impoſe upon the people; the peo- 
ple have no reaſon to miſtruſt the prince: the 
great can neither ſerve nor betray the one with- 
out the other: it would be in them a moſt abſurd 
madneſs to induce the prince to tyranny, or the 
people to revolt. The firſt ſubjects, the firſt ci- 
tizens, are ſlaves, if the ſtate becomes deſpotic ; 
they fall again into the crowd, if the ſtate be- 
comes republican : they are attached then to the 
prince, by their ſuperiority over the people: they 
are attached to the people, by their dependence 
on the prince, and by every thing that is com- 
mon to them with the people, liberty, property, 
ſecurity, &c. Thus the great are attached to 
the monarchical conſtitution, by intereſt and by 
duty, two indiſſoluble chains when they are inter- 
woven. 
Nevertheleſs, the ambition of the great ſeems 
to lean towards ariſtocracy: but although the 
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people ſhould allow themſelves to ſubmit to it, 
the gentry would oppoſe it, unleſs that they were 
admitted to a ſhare of the authority: a ſituation 
which would give to the chief of the ſtate twenty 
thouſand equals, in place of one maſter; and to 
which, of conſequence, they will never ſubmit: 


for the pride of reigning, which alone cauſes re- 


volutions, bears, with much leſs impatience, the 
ſuperiority of one, than the equality of. a great. 
number. | 


The moſt frightful diſorder of a monarchy, is, 


when the great come to uſurp the authority they 
are intruſted with, and turn againſt the prince, 


and even the ſtate. itſelf, the ſtrength of. the ſtate, 


torn to pieces by factions. Such was the ſitua- 
tion of France, when that bold and vaſt genius 


Cardinal Richelieu, brought back the grandees to 


the obedience of the prince, and the people under, 
the protection of the law. They reproach him 
for having gone too far; but perhaps he had no 
other means of, ſettling the, monarchy, or re- eſta- 
bliſhing, in its natural direction, that immenſe 
tree, bent by a tempeſt, than to bend it the oppa- 
lite way. 

F 'ormerly, France formed a very ill connected 
confederate government, and was always at war 
with itſelf. Since the time of Lewis XI. all 
theſe co-eſtztes have been united in one; but the 
great vaſſals ſtill preſerved in their domains the 
Aag 
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authority which they had under their firſt ſo- 
vereigns; and the governors, who had taken 
the place of theſe ſovereigns, arrogated to them- 
ſelves the power. Theſe two parties oppoſed 
the authority of the moriarch, with obſtacles 
that muſt be overcome. The moſt gentle means, 
and of conſequence, the moſt wiſe, was to draw 
thoſe to court, who, at a diſtance, and amidſt peo- ; 
ple accuſtomed to obey them, had made themſelves 
fo formidable, The prince made them ſhine with 
diſtinftions and favours ; the great flocked toge- 
ther in erowds; the governors were captivated, 
their perſonal authority vaniſhed in their abſence; 
their hgreditary governments were ſettled, and 
they aſſured them to their ſucceſſors ; the lords. 
forgot their vaſſals, and were forgot by them; 
their domains were inſenfibly divided, alienated, 
degraded and there now remains no more of ſeu- 
dal government, than atchievements and caſtles in 
ruins. la | 
Thus the quality of the great of the court, 
was only a faint image of the quality of the 
great of the kingdom. Some owe this diſtinc- 
tion to their birth; but moſt owe it to the will 
of their ſovereign : for the will of the ſovereign 
makes the great, as he has made the nobility, 
and their grandeur, perſonal or hereditary, at 
his pleaſure, We ſay perſonal or hereditary, 
to give to the title great all the extent it is ca- 
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pable of: but we muſt not take this ſtrictly as to 
hereditary grandeur; {ch as the princes of the 
blood, Who hold it from their birth, and the 
dukes ant peers of France from the will of the 
king; The firſt” places of the ſtate are called 
dignities in the-church and law, rank in the ar- 
my, offices in the miniſtry, charges in the pa- 
hce-; but the title of great, in its ſtricteſt accep- 
tation, is — 1 to the 1 of the king - 
dom. 

This reduction of the feudal government, to a 
greatneſs of which it was only the ſhadow, has 
coſt the ſtate very dear, But whatever'price the 
unity of power and obedience coſt, the advantage 
of being no more expoſed to the blind and ty- 
nannical caprice of a fiduciary authority; the 
happineſs of living under the inviolable guar-. 
dianſhip of the laws, always ready to arm them- 
ſelves againſt uſurpations, vexations, and vio- 
tences, are certainly ſuch benefits as could never 
be purchaſed at too dear a rate. 

In the preſent conſtitution of things, it ſeems 
to us, that the great in the monarchy of France, 
are what they naturally ſhould be in all the mo- 
narchies of the univerſe. The nation reſpects 
them without fearing them; the ſovereign at- 
taches them to himſelf without enſlaving them, 
and keeps them without abaſing them; their 
credit is immenſe to do good; but they have 
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none to do evil; and their prerogatives them 
ſelves are a new ſecurity for the ſtate, of zcal 
and devotement of which they are the rewards... | 

In a deſpotic government, ſuch as is ſuffered 
in; Aſia, the great are the ſlaves of a tyrant, and 
the tyrants of ſlaves; they tremble, and they make 
tremble: as barbarous in their rule, as baſe in 
their dependence, they buy, by their ſervitude 
about their maſter, their authority over the ſub- 
jects: equally ready to ſell the ſtate to the prince, 
and the prince to the ſtate :, chiefs of the people 
how ſoon they rebel, and their oppreſſors as long 
as they are ſubmi ſſive. 

If the prince is virtuous, if he whe” hs juſt, 
if he informs himſelf, they are ruined ; therefore. 
they watch night and day at the barrier they have 
raiſed between the throne and truth; they are al- 
ways ſaying to the ſovereign, you can do every, 
thing, that they may be permitted to dare every 
thing; they ſay to him, your, people are happy, 
even at the moment they are ſqueezing out, 
the laſt drops of their ſweat and blood; and if 
ſometimes, they examine the ſtrength of the nay 
tion, it ſeems done as if to calculate how long 
it can ſtill bear ei oppreſhgns, without, expir- 


ing. 
Unhappily for thoſe ſtates, where Lach, mon: 


ſters govern, the laws have no tribunals, weak neſs 
no place of refuge: the prince reſerves to himſelf 
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i the right of public juſtice; and ſo long as 
the oppreſhon is unknown to . the W. 
ſors are unpuniſhed, 

Such is the conſtitution. of that deplorable go- 
vernment, where not only the ſovereign, but each 
of the great, in the part that is entruſted to him, 
holds the place of the law. It muſt be then, 
that juſtice may reign there, not only that one 
man, but that a multitude of men ſhould be in- 
fallible, exempt from errors and paſſions, detach- 
ed from themſelves, acceſſible to all, equal to all, 
like the law ; that is to ſay, that the great men 
of a ſtate ſhould be gods. Therefore there is no- 
thing but a theocracy that has a right to be deſ- 
potie; and it is the beight of hlindneſs in men 
to 1; aj oY to, it, Ec 
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IN phyſics and in geometry, the term of gran- 
deur is often abſolute, and ' ſuppoſes no compari« 
fon : it is ſynonimous to quantity, to extent. In 
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morals it is relative, and carries with it the idea 
of ſuperiority, Thus, When one applies it to 
the qualities of the mind or ſoul, or collectively 
to the perſon, it means an high We 1 * 
tion above the multitude, 

But this elevation may be either natural or ne- 
titious; and it is that which diſtinguiſt.es real 
grandeur, from the grandeur of 1 Let 
us try to define it. nge 

The grandeur of ſoul, that is to ay the firm- 
neſs, the uprightneſs, the elevation of ſentiments, 
is the moſt beautiful part of perſonal grandeur, 
Add to it, a great, ſhming, . . _ 
and you have a great man. 

In the collective and 0 ta of a a great 
man, it ſeems that We ſhould comprehend in it 
the moſt beautiful proportions of the body : and 
ſo the vulgar never fail to do. They are ſur- 
priſed to read that Alexander was little; and 
| they find Achilles much greater, when they ſee 
in the Iliad, that none of his companions could 
wield his lance, That propenſion which we all 
have to unite phyſics and morals, in the idea of 
grandeur, comes, 1mMo, From the imagination, 
which will have ſenſible dimenſions ; 2do, From 
the habitual proof we have of the union of the 
ſoul and body, of their dependence and their 
mutual action, and of the operations which reſult 
from the concourſe of their faculties. It was in- 


OF. GRANDEUR, 275 
deed very natural, in times when the-ſuperiority 
among men was determined by main ſtrength, to 
claſs theſe corporal advantages among the num- 
ber of heroic qualities, In ages leſs barbarous, 
they have ranged in their claſſes thoſe. qualities 
which are common to us with brutes, and in 
which 'brutes exceed us: a great man has been 
diſpenſed with, as to being beautiful, nervous, and 
robuſt. 

But the idea of "orſonel 8 in the opi- 
nion of the vulgar, is ſtill very far from being re- 
duced to its philoſophical purity. Reaſon is a 
ſlave of the imagination, and the imagination a 
ſlave of the ſenſes. Theſe meaſure the moral 
cauſes with the phyſical grandeur of the effects 
which they have produced, and value them by 
the fathom, 

It is probable, that that king of Egypt who | 
had raiſed the higheſt of the pyramids, believed 
himſelf the greateſt of their kings: it is very lit- 
tle different from this, that the vulgar commonly 
judge what they call great men. | 

The number of men they have armed, or r with 
which they have conquered, the extent of the 
countries which they have ravaged or conquer- 
ed, the weight which their fortune has had in 
the balance of the world, are, as it were, the 
materials of the idea of the grandeur which 
they attach to their perſon, The anſwer of the 
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pirate to Alexander, Quia tu magna claſſe, inpe- 
rator, expreſſes with as much force as truth, our 
manner of n and ue nee 
deur. 

A king who ſhall have paſſed his life in main- 
taining iri his kingdom, plenty, harmony, and 
peace, will hold but a ſmall place in hiſtory, 
They will fay coldly of him, he was good; 
they will never ſay, © he was great,” Lewis IX. 
would have been forgotten, without the * 
ble expedition of the cruſades. 

Have we ever heard the grandeur of Sparta 
mentioned, incorruptible by its manners, im- 
moveable by its laws, invincible by its wiſdom, 
and the auſterity of its diſcipline ? Is it on vir- 
tuous and free Rome that we think, in calling to 
mind her grandeur? No: the idea we attach 
to it, is formed- of all the cauſes of her fall ; the 
eclat of triumphs, the noiſe of conqueſts, the 
fooliſh enterpriſes, the unwarrantable ſucceſſes, 
the corrupting riches, the pride of power, and 
that vaſt empire, whoſe extent cauſed her 
weakneſs, and * her tremble under her own 
weight. 

Thoſe who have had a mind' fo juſt, as not to 
alter every where that phyſical combination, the 
moral idea of grandeur, have thought at leaſt, 
that they were able to reſtri& it to ſome of thoſe 
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qualities they adopt. For where can we find a 


great man, taking the term in ſtrictneſs ? 

Alexander had an extenſive genius, and a 
ſtrength of ſoul. But do we ſee in his projects 
that plan of juſtice and wiſdom, which declares 
an elevated ſoul, and a bright genius ? that plan 
which embraces and difpoſes of events, where all 
the ſucceſſes are to their advantage, or where all 
the inevitable evils are compenſated for by the 
greater benefits ? ¶ Detecto fine terrarum, per ſuum 
rediturus orbem, triſtis eft. Suse. The inten- 
tions of Cæſar were more amiable, and wiſer, 
But we muſt begin by clearing him of the crime 
of treaſon, and forget to perceive the citizen in 
the"emperor, to find him a great man. It is al- 
moſt the ſame with all the princes to whom flat- 


tery ot admiration have given the name of great. 


They were ſo in ſome parts; in legiſlation, in 
politics, in the art of war, in the choice of men 
they hive employed: and inſtead of ſaying, © He 
& has ſuch or ſuch a great quality,” they ſay of a 
foldier, of a politician, or legiſlator, © That's a 
t great man.” Huc & illuc accedat, ut perfetg 
virtus fit, equalitas ac tenor vitæ, 0 omnia conftans 
fit, Strke. | 

There is a factitious or ;nflutional: .gravdeur, 
which has nothing in common with perſonal 
grandeur, There muſt be grandees in a king- 
dom, and yet we haye not always great men: 
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they have therefore -contrived, in a caſe of ne- 
ceſlity, to elevate thoſe: they could not aggran- 
dize; and this artificial elevation has taken the 
name of grandeur, This term, in the fingular, is 
then ſuſceptible of two ſenſes, and the great have 
not failed to avail themſelves of the ambiguity : 
but its plural (honours) has nothing perſonal in 
it; it is a term abſtracted from great in its poli- 
tical acceptation, inſomuch that a great man might 
not have any of the characters which diſtinguiſh 
thoſe which they call the great, and a great per- 
fon may have none of the qualities which conſti - 
tute a great man. ö 

But a great perſon in a ſtate holds the oo of 
a great man; he repreſents him; has his appear- 
ance, though it often happens that he has not the 
ſolidity. Nothing is more beautiful than to ſee 
merit united with rank: it is ſometimes ſo in 
many reſpects; and our age has examples of it. 
But without attempting a ſatire upon any period 
or country, we will ſpeak a word of the ſtate, 
and of the manners of the great, ſuch as they are 
upon the whole, proteſting before-hand * 
all alluſion, or perſonal application. 

A great perſon ſhould be with the people a 
courtier, and at'court a man of the people. Both 
of theſe offices require a commendable merit, or, 
to ſupply it, a falſe outſide. Merit gives itſelf 
no trouble, but the exterior may give itſelf rules; 
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they ſtudy it, they compoſe it: it is to play a 
part. The exterior of a great perſon ſhould be 
degency and dignity. Decency is a negative dig- 
"nity,which conſiſts in ſuffering yourſelf to do no- 
thing that can diſgrace or degrade your ſtation, 
draw ridicule on it, or expoſe you to contempt. 
The buſineſs is to modify the outſide of grandeur, 
according to the taſte, the characters, and man- 
ners of nations. A formal gravity is ridiculous 
in France; it would have been ſo in Athens. An 
eaſy politeneſs would have been ridiculous at La- 
cedæmon; it would be ſo in Spain. The popula- 
rity of the Engliſh peers would be out of 'place 
among the noble Venetians. This is what ex- 
ample and cuſtom teach us, without ſtudy or re- 
flection. It appears, then, very eaſy to be great 
with decency. | 
-But poſitive dignity in a' great perſon is the 
perfect agreement of his actions, of his language, 
in a word, of his conduct, with the place he 
holds. Now this dignity ſuppoſes merit, and a 
merit equal to the rank. .This is what is called, 
to ſhew one's ſelf a man.” Thus, the firſt 
men of the ſtate ſhould do the greateſt things; 
a duty always troubleſome, often impoſſible to 
execute, Swag 
We muſt, then, ſupply dignity by decoration ; 
and this dreſs has produced its effect: the vulgar 
have taken the phantom for the reality; they have 
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confounded the perſon with the place. This is 
an error that muſt be left to them 3 for illuſion 4s. 
the ſovereign of the people. 
Blut, if we may ſay it, the great are — 
the firſt to deſtroy this illuſion by imprudent 
haughtineſs. He, who among the great only re- 
preſents them, ſhould know that he does not 
blind the whole world, and at leaſt manage his 
confidents to keep them ſilent. Let a man who 
ſees things as they are, who reſpects prejudices, 
and who hath none himſelf, ſhew himſelf -at the 
audience of a great perſon with modeſt ſimplici- 
ty; and let the latter receive him with that air of 
ſuperiority which protects and humbles, the ſage 
will neither be offended nor ſurpriſed : it is only 
a ſcene for the people. But when the crowd is 
diſperſed, if the great man keeps up his cold and 
ſevere gravity, if his countenance and his lan» 
guage do not become more ſociable, the plain man 
retires ſmiling, and ſaying of the proud man what 
they have ſaid of the comedian baron, © He ſtill 
„plays out of the theatre.“ | 
He will ſay this very low, and only to himſelf ; 
for the ſage is a good citizen. He knows that 
grandeur, though factitious, requires management; 
he will reſpe&, in the perſon who abuſes them, 
either his anceſtors who have tranſmitted it to 
him, or the choice of the prince who has adorned 
him with it; or, at any rate, the conſtitution of 
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the Rate, which requires that the great be held 
in honour both at court and among the people. 
But all thoſe who have the penetration of the 
lage, have not his moderation: Paucis imponit le- 
viter eætrinſicus induta facies ——Tenue eft menda- 
cium : perlucet, fe diligenter inſpexeris. SENEC, In 
a cultivated world, particularly, the vanity of the 
meaner ſort humbled, has lynx's eycs to penetrate 
into the low vanity of the great; and he who 
makes the weight of his grandeur be felt, and lut- 
fers them to perceive its emptineſs, may aſſure 
himſelf that he is of al men the moſt ſeverely 
judged, 
A man of merit, raiſed to employments, endea- 


vours to conſole envy, and to eſcape its maliguity. 


But unhappily he, who has the leaſt pretenſions, 
is always the perſon that requires moſt. The leſs 
he ſuſtains his grandeur by himſelf, the more he 
will lean upon others. He joins to himſelf his 
lands, his equipages, his anceſtors, and his ſer- 
vants, and under this trapping he thinks himſelf a 
Coloſſus. Propoſe to him to come out of his co- 
vering, to ſtrip off What does not belong to him; 
venture to diſtinguiſſi between his birth and his 
place, is to tear from him the deareſt part of his 
exiſtence: reduced to himſelf, he is no more any 
thing. Aſtoniſhed to ſee himſelf fo high, he pre- 
. tends to inſpire you with the reſpe& which he has 
inſpired himſelf With; he practiſes with his valets 
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to humble” gentlemen, and all the world are the 
vulgar in his eyes: — ni * e gui 
Jurgit in altum. Crop. . . 
It is thus that the geren We nee 
and undeceive us; for one diſcontented perſon, 
who is in their ſecret, will be ſufficient to ſpread 
it; and their perſon becomes IEEE as we 
as the illuſion has ceaſed. | 
Let a great perſon, who has occaſion to impole 
on the multitude, be circumſpe& among the peo- - 
ple who think, and fay to himſelf what thoſe 
would ſay of him, whom he has received with 
diſdain, or repulſed with arrogance. 
„What art thou, then, to deſpiſe men? and 
-& what raiſes thee above them ? Thy ſervices, 
or thy virtues? But how many obſcure men, 
© more virtuous than thou, more laborious, more 
c uſeful? Thy birth? We reſpe@ it: We ſa- 
e lute in thee the ſhadow of thy anceſtors ; but 
tis a ſhadow to pride itſelf on the homages paid 
t to the body? Thou wouldeſt have reaſon to 
<« price thyſelf, if they gave thy name to thy an- 
© ceſtors, as they have given to the father of Ca- 
e to the name of his ſon, the light of Rome. Cic. 
« Oxy, But what pride can a name inſpire thee 
with, which owes thee nothing, and for which 
thou art only indebted-to chance? Birth ex- 
« cites emulation in great fouls, and pride in 
little ones. Hear the men who thought nobly, 
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and who knew. how to value men. There are 
no kings Who have not had ſlaves fox their an · 
« ceſtors; no ſlaves Who have not had kings for 
« their anceſtors, PLAT. A perſon is not born 
for our glory; What he was before us, is no- 
« thing to us. Sau. Conſult thyſelf; enter 
into thyſelf: Nudum inſbice, animum intuere, 
% quatts gquantuſque jet, alieno an ſuo magnus.“ 
Idem. 10 Hons | | \# 
We ſhould be told, that nothing but true great- 
neſs can bear this trial; artificial greatneſs only 
impoſes by its outſide. Well, then, let it have a 
pompous attendance, and ſimple manners. What- 
ever it will have commanding, will be from the 
ſtate, and not from the perſon, But a great per- 
ſon, whoſe: pride is in his ſoul, inſults us one after 
another: it is man that ſays to man, Thou crawl 
« under me: it is not from the height of his 
rank, it is from the height of his pride, that he 
looks on us, and deſpiſes us. 

But ſhould ene not have à ſuperior merit to 
preſerve ſimple manners in an elevated rank ? 
That may be; and that proves that it is very dif- 
ficult to poſleſs places decently, without acquit- 
ting ourſelves properly, and not to be ridiculous 
when one is out of character. 

One of the great, when he is a great man, has 
recourſe neither to that mortifying pride which 


is the ape of dignity, nor to that impoſing pride 
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whieh is the phantom of glory, and which ruins 


- the firſt nobility by the NR of I 


the emulation of vanity.” 
In the eyes of the People, dee e Write 
philoſopher, in the eyes of envy itſelf; it has only 


to ſhew itſelf what it is. Reſpe& will go before 


it, veneration will ſurround it: its virtue will 


cover it entirely: it has its train and its pomp, 


It is in vain for its grandeur to wrap itſelf up in 
itſelf, arid conceal itſelf from our veneration ; 
and, if he flees from our homages, our homages 
Will follow him.+ But how neceſſary is it to 
have a pure and noble ſentiment of true gran- 
deur; not to fear to debaſe it, by tripping it of 
all that is foreign to it! Who among the great of 
our age could you ſurpriſe, as Fabricius by the 
ambaſladors of rann making his pot boil? 


I See La fen of Perſonal Merit. | 


